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First People of the Brunswick 
 

Preamble 
  

This abridged story on our local Indigenes is summarised from documented whitefella history. No 
Brunswick/Durungbil descendants could be traced to help flesh-out the pre-Britannian society or to give an 
Aboriginal perspective on the process and aftermath of colonisation. Nor is BVHS privy to anthropological or 
ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ .ȅǊƻƴ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Study. 
Our own library and archive resources, supplemented by various reliable websites and newspapers via Trove, were 
the main sources of information. (Not to forget the local history section at the Byron Bay library and the archiving 
work of librarian Pat Kranz). Hopefully the hassle of gaining approval to access Indigenous records in State archives, 
museums and libraries will be relaxed at some stage. (Last updated 4May2026). 
 

Cautionary Note  
 

Some of the quotes from the documents and newspapers of yesteryear express attitudes and beliefs held by 
Caucasian Australians towards Aboriginal Australians that may cause distress. But in the interests of historical 
veracity we have decided to leave such quotes unedited and without qualification or comment. 
And Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People are forewarned that this ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩǎ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ 
background contains images and names of people who have died. 
 

Disclaimer 
 

The draft was researched and written by non-indigenous BVHS volunteers who have no specialist qualifications in 
Aboriginal history, culture or language. It was passed to the ΨBundjalung Elders Council Aboriginal /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ, 
Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘ .ȅǊƻƴ [ƻŎŀƭ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨBundjalung of Byron Bay Aboriginal Corporation (Arakwal)Ω 
for their advice on any corrections, deletions or amplifications deemed necessary to reconcile possible differences 
in historical perspectives and to ensure there were no unwitting transgressions into culturally sensitive areas. 
BECAC and TBLALC did not respond, while the Board of Directors of the Arakwal Corporation, a registered charity, 
eventually decided that it would be more appropriate for the Arakwal People to present their own history, and to 
this end BVHS considerably reduced Arakwal references in the final draft. But the Brunswick and Byron clans were 
too closely intertwined to entirely exclude the Arakwal (or Bumberlin) from the story. 
!ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
up to and including the Brunswick River, probably the prompt for the Arakwal request that this introduction includes 
the following non-specific disclaimer: 
 

The Bundjalung of Byron Bay Arakwal people do not endorse the information provided in the document 
ti tlŜŘ ΨCƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ƻǊ .ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
early times of contact with Europeans on our lands.  

 

People wishing to learn about the First People of this area, their history, their culture and their ongoing 
connection to Country are invited to explore our website: http://arakwal.com.au/  

 

Since then the Federal Court has granted the Arakwal claim, effectively giving its imprimatur to the erection of an 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭǳƳōƛƳōȅ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ wƻǘǳƴŘŀ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΣ but leaving 
considerable confusion over the historical status of the Durungbil and Minjungbal. 
 

BVHS acknowledges !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ {ǘǊŀƛǘ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ and pay 
our respects to their history, their living culture and to Elders past and present. 

  

http://arakwal.com.au/
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First People of the Brunswick 
 

The Brunswick features as a significant landmark in a version of the creation legend of The Three Brothers, 
documented by the Rev Hugh Livingstone, Presbyterian Minister on the Richmond 1876-86.1 He called the local 
dialect 'Minyung' (the users of which were dubbed the 'Minyangbal'), which is spoken at Byron Bay and on the 
Brunswick RiverΧΦ He recorded that Long ago, Berrug, with his two brothers, Mommom and Yaburog, came to this 
land... ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎŀƴƻŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΧ and after visiting the Tweed came back to the Brunswick 
River, where he made a fire, and showed the paigal how to make fire. He taught them the laws about the kippara, 
and about marriage and food..., and thus the Brunswick can claim one of the first Bora Rings in the neighbourhood.2 
 

Although boundaries remain a vexed issue, most authorities accept 
that our local Byron-Brunswick Aboriginal Clans, sharing a common 
dialect under the umbrella of the Minyangbal/ Minjungbal/  
Minyungbul People, were custodians of the coastal strip from Broken 
Head to Wooyung. (Coincidentally, these boundaries defined the later 
.ȅǊƻƴ {ƘƛǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ΨPolice District of Tweed RiverΣΩ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мусрΣ 
provided interim white governance over the area from Broken Head 
to the Queensland border). 
 

The earliest public account of contact between the Indigenes and the 
Colonisers was given by Captain William Barkus via articles in The 
Australian of 11Jan1828 and the Sydney Gazette of 22Aug1829. He 
had been tasked with searching for a wreck reported by some men 
who had been runaways from Moreton Bay.... At midday on 5Sep1827 
he and a whale boat crew went ashore at the yet to be named 
Richmond River, but then determined upon returning to Moreton Bay 
overland..., making their first camp somewhere in the vicinity of Cape 
Byron. At one PM next day we fell in with a party of natives, who 
seemed not to be amicably inclined towards us.... Ψ²Ŝ crossed the 
river yet to be branded Brunswick after travelling up the south bankΩ 
and Upon reaching the opposite bank, we cut through the bush, to 
avoid the natives, who we suspected were inclined to disburthen us 
further of clothing. They dogged us, however; what they wanted in 
number making up by stratagem, and by that means succeeded in 
depriving some of the seamen of their hats and other articles, which 
were immediately divided in shares amongst them, and hung round 
their heads.... After accompanying us for full three hours hard toiling 
over a soft sandy beach, they dropt off entirely..., probably suggesting 
a tribal boundary around Wooyung. Ψ²Ŝ eventually crossed the Tweed whereΧ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ Ƙǳǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
numerous... and I suppose they were sufficient to hold a body of three hundred men...Φ Ψ²Ŝ reached the Logan River 
on the evening of 8Sep1827Ω. (For a more complete text of the Barkus trek see 55.-Newsletter-September-2016 .) 

 
1 Rev LivingstoneΩǎ linguistic study, A Short GRAMMAR and VOCABULARY of the DIALECT spoken by the MINYUG PEOPLE of 
the north-east coast of New South Wales, was carried as Appendix A in An Australian Language as spoken by the AWABAKAL; 
The People of AWABA or LAKE MACQUARIE; Being an account of Their Languages, Traditions, and customs, by L.E. 
ThrelkeldΧ, as edited by John Fraser, produced by the Government Printer, 1892. Viewable at 
https://archive.org/stream/australianlangua00threrich#page/n321/mode/2up 
όIƛǎ нпǇƎǎ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ΨThe MinyungΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ψ¢ǊǳƎŀƴƛƴƛΩǎ [ŀƳŜƴǘΩ 
copied from the Australian Town and Country Journal of 11Jan1876 at Last of the Tasmanians, perhaps implying that he 
viewed the Durungbil and Bumberlin clans in the same state of existential distress?) 
2 An Aboriginal Heritage Study of a traditional Pathway, Linking Coastal and Upland Resources, Northern New South Wales, 
by Ian Fox 2003, pgs 31, 41, 52. This study records numerous Aboriginal camp sites and middens within the Billinudgel Nature 
Reserve, including a Bora Ring in the northern part of the Reserve towards Wooyung, considered of great importance as the 
place where the Three Brothers first made the LoreΧ. 
(Also see Billinudgel Nature Reserve plan of management (PDF - 272KB), pg 9.) 
 

 
'An Australian of the Minyung Tribe' is the 
caption accompanying this studio portrait in 
John Fraser's 1892 book 'The Aborigines of 
New South Wales', although the photo is 
now known to have come from the 
collection of J.W. Lindt, a Grafton-based 
photographer 1868-76.  
(The splendid warrior depicted is a 'made-
man', having passed the 'kippara' and 
received scars on his breast and back.) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/55.-Newsletter-September-2016.pdf
https://archive.org/stream/australianlangua00threrich#page/n321/mode/2up
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/70592115?searchTerm=%22last%20of%20the%20tasmanians%22
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/billinudgel-nature-reserve-plan-of-management-000090.pdf
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Between ~1824 and ~1840 a few of the bolters from the 
penal settlement at Moreton Bay made it to the 
colonial outpost at Port Macquarie, some passing 
through the Brunswick and leaving a lamentable 
legacy.3 But apart from their ambiguous record, the 
next documented visit to the Brunswick was that of 
surveyor Robert Dixon and his team in 1840.4 However, 
whilst noting the presence of Aboriginals at Cape Byron (Ψwhere we found a tribe of natives with their nets fishing..., 
who were fine looking men... and with the assistance of two natives we got to the top of the steep Broken Cliff...Ω), 
and the Richmond (where ΨThe natives had come in such numbers...Ω), he makes no reference to those of the 
Brunswick. Over the period of his two-week sojourn on the north head of the Brunswick he either deemed his 
encounters with the resident Aboriginal clan not worth recording or there were none to report, just as Captain 
Barkus ƴƻǘŜŘ ƴƻ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ΨǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ (although Barkus had bypassed the high ground around Kings Creek, 
possibly home to the major camp in the area - see map page 11.) 
 

The first semi-permanent whitefellasΩ camp between the Tweed and Ballina was established on the North Head of 
the Brunswick by John and Thomas Boyd of the Tweed in ~1848. As best can be determined from the ΨǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 
ƴŜǿǎΩ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ their last consignment of cedar to Sydney was in Apr1851, after which the place 
became a white ghost town until four ships appeared on the horizon in 1858. Then followed one in each of the 
years 1859/1861/1862 and none until 1867, by which time cedar-getters from Ballina and Tintenbar had become 
regular visitors, prompting Robert Marshall to establish a permanent base on the south side. (!ƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴ ΨǎǳǊŦƛƴƎΩ 
was in vogue for taking logs directly to ships anchored offshore, so bypassing the treacherous river entrance.) 

 
3 The Colonist of 17Dec1835 published Copies of Statements made at different times before the resident Police Magistrate, 
Port Macquarie, by runaway Prisoners of the Crown from the Penal Settlement at Moreton Bay..., a couple of whom merely 
implied the existence of the un-named Brunswick.  
!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀƳŜƴǘŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΩ, the SMH of 30Apr1832 reported that In October 1831 the disease όΨ9ǊǳǇǘƛǾŜ CŜōǊƛƭŜ 
5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΩύ was conveyed to Port Macquarie by means of a prisoner, who had absconded from Moreton Bay, and on his way 
met with a tribe of the Aborigines at Black Rock River (the Richmond), a great number of whom were labouring under 
symptoms of Small-pox.... The Trial Bay Blacks... also were attacked with the disease, and from them it spread generally 
through different tribes.... 
4 Dixon's Field Notebooks available at State Library of Queensland, Brunswick pages 22-38. A copy of his 5-page report to the 
Surveyor General 3Aug1840 (ref NSW State Archives Reel 3063, letter no. 40/54), available BVHS. Dixon initially arrived 
on the Brunswick by packhorse 17Jun40, probably making camp on the North Head, but returned to Point Danger 2 days 
later, prior to a longer Brunswick sojourn by boat 23Jun40. He also records Aboriginal presence on the Tweed. (And his Field 
.ƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǊƛǾŜǊύΦ 

 
First People of the Tweed (Courtesy Ian Fox)  

(Most of the Tweed Aboriginal Community now accept that 
there were only three main clans on the Tweed, overriding 

the many assorted labels affixed by European settlers 
through the years.) 

 
.ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ 5ƛŀƭŜŎǘ !ǊŜŀǎ Ψŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜŘ ōȅ bΦ/Φ YŜŀǘǎΩ. 

(Note that other authorities have other ideas - Ethnologist 
Meston implies the Aboriginals of Cape Byron and 

Currumbin shared the same dialect; Anthropologist Tindale 
says the Minjungbal ranged as far as Southport; Linguist 

Sharpe says the Minjungbal of the Brunswick shared ~90% 
of their words with tƘŜ bƎŀƴŘǳǿŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘΤΧΦ) 

(/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ YŜŀǘǎΩ ōƻƻƪ Ψ²ƻƭƭǳƳōƛƴΩΣ self-published 1988) 
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Traditional clan boundaries rapidly broke down in the face of the new paradigm wrought by white settlement. By 
the time Marshall turned up in 1866 the Aboriginals of the Brunswick could be found assisting the cedar-getters as 
far south as Ballina (home of the Nyangbal) and over the ridge line into Wiyabal territory ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ {ŎǊǳōΩ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ, 
while at least one member of Byron's Bumberlin Clan is known to have made his home in Goodjinburra country.  

 

Whilst ethnologist Archie Meston ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨMinyahgo-Whallo tribeΩ (probably his 
term for ΨaƛƴƧǳƴgōŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜΩύΣ it is now generally accepted that the Du-rung-bil Clan, a sub-group under the 
aƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴΦ The cedar-getters acknowledged 'Drumble CharlieΩ 
as ΨKing of the Brunswick Blacks' sometime pre1871. He roamed a wide area and first comes to notice in Dec1865 
at Tintenbar in the employ of cedar-getter Dick Glascott,5 who also recorded Ψ5ǊǳƳōƭŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛƴΩ at 

 
5 The Glascott Diaries; The Diaries and Account Books of Richard Donovan Glascott, A Timber-getter on the Richmond River in 
the 1860s and 1870s, edited by Marlene Lester, Ballina 2001. (Copy available BVHS). 

 
 Enhanced Map of Yugambeh-Bundjalung Dialect Areas as defined by Prof Terry Crowley. 

The unadorned version of this map first appeared in Dr CrowleyΩǎ The middle Clarence dialects 
of Bandjalang, published by AIAS, Canberra, 1978, pg 158, and has been reprinted in the work 
of a number of linguistic authorities, notably Dr Margaret Sharpe.  
In her article 'Bundjalung settlement and migration', published in Aboriginal History, Vol.9, part 
1, 1985, an amended version of the map shows the Birihn replacing the Minyangbal and the 
Minyangbal displacing the Nganduwal. (see Aboriginal History Journal: Volume 9 (anu.edu.au).) 
She defines Birihn/Birihnbal as ΨǎƻǳǘƘΩΣ ΨǎƻǳǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ wŀǇǇǾƛƭƭŜ 
(Crowley 1978:156)ΧΣ and ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΧΦ 
The 1998 map accompanying her Dictionary of Yugambeh including Neighbouring Dialects at  
PL-C139 (10).pdf includes ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ȅǊƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘǎΩΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¸ǳƎŀƳōŜƘΣ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƴƛƴŜ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψdistinct homogenous 
ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩ, and have honoured the part played by Dr Sharpe at  UNE lecturer declared a 
ΨŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ - University of New England (UNE) 

Crowley says (1978:150) that though very closely related, Minjangbal seems to be distinct from 

its northerly neighbour, Nganduwal, with which it shares between 85% and 90% of its ǾƻŎŀōΧΦ 
 

Over the years there has been conflict and confusion in the diverse delineations of dialect areas 
made by various linguists in their attempt to bring clarity to a complex issue. 

The Yugambeh ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘΩǎ 
Cudgenburra/Goodjinburra and 
Tulgigin Clans, collectively known as 
ǘƘŜ ΨaƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭ ¢ǊƛōŜΩΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
their language demographic. 
To advance their Native Title 
interests the Yugambeh have now 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨDanggan Balun 
Aboriginal CorporationΩΣ its website 
at https://fiverivers.net.au/people 
defining Goodjinburra Country as 
extending to the Brunswick River. 
 

In the Brisbane Courier on 9Feb1924 
Archibald Meston implied the 
Aboriginals of Byron and Currumbin 
spoke the same dialect, suggesting a 
ΨaƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
coastal clans of Bumberlin (Byron), 
Durungbil (Brunswick), Cudgenburra 
(Cudgen) and Tulgigin (Tweed Hds), 
and probably the Kombumerri Clan 
of Nerang, and lending credence to 
Norman TindaleΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
the Minjungbal communities ranged 
from Byron to Southport (see his 
map pg 33 below), and all hinging on 
Ƙƻǿ ΨǿƘŀǘΩ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ōȅ ǿƘƻΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
Crowley says the Nganduwal dialect 
shared 75% of its lexicon with 
Ngarangwal (1978:145). 
 

Despite its title, the Minjungbal 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre at South 
Tweed Heads operates as an 
ƻƳƴƛōǳǎ Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩΣ 
with the endorsement of the 
Bundjalung Council of Elders, and has 
no specific charter to curate for the 
Minjungbal of Byron-Brunswick or 
the Yugambeh Minjungbal. 
¢ƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿŀǎ 
established by Margaret Kay (1904 
Broadwater, Richmond River ς 1967 
Murwillumbah), the daughter of 
ΨaƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭΩ ǿƻƳŀƴ Alice King.) 
 

Boundaries remain a contentious 
issue, and there appears to be no 
Bundjalung-Yugambeh peak body 
similar to the Bundjalung Council of 
Elders adjudicating over the makeup 
of its constituent parts. 

https://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p71761/pdf/book.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/PL-C139%20(10).pdf
https://www.une.edu.au/connect/news/2017/07/une-lecturer-a-declared-a-champion-of-aboriginal-language
https://www.une.edu.au/connect/news/2017/07/une-lecturer-a-declared-a-champion-of-aboriginal-language
https://fiverivers.net.au/people
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Tyagarah in Nov1872. The first evidence that the name of the Brunswick Clan was 'Du-rung-bil' came in 1894 
from aŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ Ned Harper, a cedar-getter married to an Aboriginal and fluent in several dialects.6 
 

Conversely, linguist Dr Sharpe of UNE says that 'Jalanggir' was the name of the 'Brunswick clan', while The Science 
of Man WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ нмaŀǊмфло ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩǎ 5ǳǊǳƴƎōƛƭ /ƭŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ōƭŀŎƪǎ 
ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ά/Ƙ-[ƻƴƎ Yƛǘǘȅέ.7 By-the-bye, Charlie Jarrett, a Ballina-based timber merchant, is said to have 
raised άCheelongΣέ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-known Byron Bay aboriginal... in his employ for many years..., while a Jarrett associate, 
the prominent Henry French, storekeeper and timber merchant of Tyagarah and Brunswick, had an Aboriginal 
axeman in his employ named Chillong Barlow.8 One or the other was probably Geelong, who appeared before the 
Mullum court in 1913, and the same Geelong Billy who died at the ōƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŎŀƳǇΣ .ǊƻƪŜƴ IŜŀŘΣ ƛƴ мфмтΦ ΨKittyΩ 
features 3 times in the Brunswick Police Register 1890-91 as a victim of assault. (Also featuring in the register were 
Aboriginals άBobέΣ άGeorgeέΣ άMay MarshallέΣ άJack Cameronέ ŀƴŘ άTommy Doddέ). 
  

Joshua Bray, first Police Magistrate on the Brunswick whilst still wearing many Tweed hats, adds to the uncertainty 
ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ /ƭŀƴΩΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ The Coodjungburry tribe inhabiting the coast between Tweed and Brunswick 
used to mix very much with the Ballina Richmond River Heads blacksΧΦ9 But sometimes it ǿŀǎƴΩǘ amicable mixing 
says James Ainsworth, cedar-getter and teamster who settled at Ballina as a youngster in 1847, claiming that The 
Brunswick blacks, hostile to those of Ballina, would meet on the Seven Mile Beach as a battleground... to settle their 
differences.10 (And see footnote 79 ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ!ǊŀƪǿŀƭΩ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ against men from Brunswick Heads over landΧΦύ 
 

[Note that Ian Fox and Kyle Slabb in their history of the First People of the Tweed (note 6, pg 96) say The exact area 
occupied by the Goodjinburra is unclear, primarily because clan groups themselves can be further subdivided into 
local descent groups (or family groups) numbering around 10 to 30 peopleΧΦ !ƴŘ Some researchers suggest there 
was a group division at Cudgera Creek (or possibly Mooball Creek) between people more connected to the Tweed in 
the north, and those with the Brunswick in the southΧΣ ŀǎ evidenced by the incident below.] 
 

A journalist identified ΨKing CharlieΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊŀŎŀǎ at Wooyung in 187111 and recorded that ...There were any 
number of kings (stark naked, with one exception, the king who advanced to meet us being heavily clad in an old 
bell-topper and puggaree); King Charlie informed us that the causus belli was this: his uncle had killed a man on the 
Tweed with an axe, and the man's avengers were coming.... His two dozen sable warriorsΧ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŘŜŦƛŀƴŎŜΦΦΦ at 
the Tweed group. Then another King came along with a torch, and said, "No fight - too dark - plenty fight mobo-
warlow yanbelilah - Brunswick....12 The phrase 'There were any number of kings' implies several family/clan groups 

 
6 The Queenslander of 1Sep1894; And Chapter 3, pgs 97, 138 ς First People by Ian Fox and Kyle Slabb ς within The Fragile 
Edge; A Natural History of the Tweed Coast, edited by Michael DeGood, Bogangar 2016. (Copy available BVHS). 
[Harper recounts that in 1845 some members of the Tul-gi-gin Tribe killed a couple of cedar-getters at Kirrin Kirrin Crk 
όŎƻƭƭƻǉǳƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ΨaǳǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ /ǊƪΩ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǊŜōǊŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψaŀȅŀƭ /ǊƪΩΣ ¢ȅƎŀƭƎŀƘΣ ƛƴ мфмтύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
found a hideout at Ψthe head of the Richmond RiverΩ όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ¦ǇǇŜǊ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪύΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ 
out by 25 ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ǎŀǿȅŜǊǎΩ (of the Richmond)Χ after their location was apparently revealed by Ψthe Du-rung-bil (Brunswick) 
blacksΩΧ, who presumably were upset that the Tulgigin were trespassing on Durungbil country?] 
7 Dictionary of Coastal Bundjalung, including Bandjalang, Wiyabal, Minyangbal and Ngahnduwal, 2002, updated as All 
Yugambeh-Bundjalung Dictionary with Gramma, Texts, etc, by Dr Margaret Sharpe, published as a CD May2013, with 
Corrections to March 2015 (Copies of both available BVHS). Her source, the Science of Man journal of 21Mar1903 (ref nla.obj-
525829330), does not mention Jalanggir in the lists of words presumably collected by police Sgt John Evans, based at Ballina 
and Casino 1886-1894Φ ό.Ŝǎǘ ǳƴŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨWŀƭŀƴƎƎƛǊΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǿƻƳŀƴƭƛƪŜΩΚύ 
8 Mullumbimby Star 30Oct1913 and Tweed and Brunswick Advocate 24Jun1891. ('Chillong' recorded Lismore, ref Northern 
Star 16Jul1898. Billy Barlow possibly father? Or mŀȅōŜ ΨBilly the BullΩ ƻŦ ¢ƛƴǘŜƴōŀǊ ς ref Glascott diary entry of 24Dec1865).   
9 SoM journal of 21Feb1901 at nla.obj-520992370. 
10  Casino and Kyogle Courier of 7Oct1922. 
11 Australian Town and Country Journal of 17Jun1871. 
12 {ƻa ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ нмbƻǾмуфф ŀƴŘ нмaŀǊмфло ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨwobboΩ ό¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ¢ƻ-Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅύ ŀƴŘ ΨwarloΩ ό¢ƘƻǳΣ 
¢ƘŜŜΣ ¸ƻǳ όǘǿƻύΣ ¸ƻǳΣ ¸ƻǳǊύ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCh-ƭƻƴƎ YƛǘǘȅΩ Clan, but are also general Tweed words, although not 
included in the short list of words ¦ǎŜŘ ŀǘ /ǳŘƎŜƴΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ǳŘƎƛƴƎōŜǊǊȅέ. And Dr Sharpe says 
ΨyanbalehlaΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎΩ.  
(Note: In ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ wŀŎŜΥ LǘΩǎ hǊƛƎƛƴΣ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΣ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎΧ ōȅ Edward M. Curr, Melbourne, 1887, at The Australian Race 
(archive.org), under words used Between Albert and Tweed RiversΣ ǇƎ нооκнотΣ ΨǿƻƻōƻƻΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƳƻōƻΩ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ΨȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩΦ !ǘ ǇƎ нпнΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ Tweed River, supplied by Joshua BrayΣ Ω²ƻōōƻΩ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ΨȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩΦ !ǘ ǇƎǎ нусκнфлΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ Richmond River/Ballina, supplied by Edmund RossΣ Ψ²ƻōōƻΩ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ŦƻǊ ΨȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩ. /ǳǊǊ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ŀƭƭƛƴŀΩ ŀǎ Ψƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΩΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƴƻ 
specific groupings or vocab. In 1938 Norman Tindale nominated the ΨArakwalΩ to fill the southern portion of the void.) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-525829330/view?partId=nla.obj-525942635#page/n10/mode/1up
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-525829330/view?partId=nla.obj-525942635#page/n10/mode/1up
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-520992370
https://ia800901.us.archive.org/29/items/australianracei02currgoog/australianracei02currgoog.pdf
https://ia800901.us.archive.org/29/items/australianracei02currgoog/australianracei02currgoog.pdf
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ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ YƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ aƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ but they are lost to history, the only other known local clan 
claiming group membership being the Bumberin/Bumberlin/BurrumbumκΧ13 of Cape Byron under the sway of 'King 
Bobbie'. tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘ !ǾŜƴƎŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ƻŦ the Coodjinburra Clan, also sheltering under the 
Minyangbal umbrella if ǘƘŜ /ƭŀƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘed to the Brunswick ǇŜǊ .ǊŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ, notwithstanding that 
the Yugambeh People claim the Goodjingburra/Cudgenburra as their own (and within their Minjungbal collective).  
 

(During the above skirmish one or the other or both antagonist groups likely carried turtleshell shields... bearing the 
double red cross on a white ground, the war mark of the old Minyahgo-Wallo tribes... said Archie Meston in an 
address to the Royal Society of Queensland in 1892 during an exhibition of ethnological specimens recently collected 
by him..., noted The Queenslander of 18Jun1892. The Queensland Museum holds a copy of the complete text of 
aŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ .ƻƻƳŜǊŀƴƎΩ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŜǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ мфлмΦ) 
 

There was still a sizable group on the Brunswick in 1880 said another tourist, recording that A mob of blacks are 
camped here, and they are very useful as axemen, falling and squaring....14 On 10Jan1885 the Town and Country 
Journal carried the observations of a couple of commercial travellers who noted that Close to the hotel a number 
of blacks encamped.... It is not a very interesting camp, only a few married couples and about a dozen children.... 
There is, however, a half-caste woman, who has been brought up among Europeans, is fairly educated, and well 
domesticatedΧ, ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ άJack Jackέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  
 

άJack Jackέ earns good money at one of the millsΧ, probably the Cudgen Sugar Mill, to where he accompanies them 
next day. They lunched at WƻƘƴ hΩbŜƛƭΩǎ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ ŀǘ Wooyung, the abode of a half-caste about 30 years of age, 
and blessed with two olive branches ς the fairest half-caste I have seen. She is white, and so is her daughter. She 
does not profess to keep an accommodation-house, but makes us comfortable for a short stay, providing tea, seed-
cake, jam, and preserved milkΧ, while ΨJack JackΩ points out the ancient fighting ground of the aboriginalsΧΦ 
 

By this time the selectors had almost completed carving up Durungbil Country into freehold blocks, introducing a 
new paradigm and a new era in relations, while the 1884 sale of subdivided village lots at the Heads itself had 
prompted ǘƘŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΩǎ 'Half-Way House' into the Ocean View Hotel. Eleven days after the above 
1885 report an anonymous Brunswick resident raised with the Northern Star15 the possibility of removing one of 
the nuisances of the Brunswick River. Some six weeks ago our publican (Mr R. Marshall), gave notice to the police, 
of two blacks of unsound mind, who were continually pilfering and making themselves generally obnoxious to the 
public at large. The police came and took them to the Tweed, and both Mr Marshall and Mr Nelson had to go also 
to prove the charge. From there they were sent to Lismore, and from the medical testimony, the gin was proved 
insane, but the blackfellow was dischargedΧ and remains ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΧΦ It seems to me quite unreasonable, 
that in a civilized place where there is police protection, the public should be so much annoyed by a mad blackfellow. 

 
13 Dr Sharpe ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘ Ψ.ǳƳōŜǊƭƛƴΩ ƻǊ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ dictionary (op.cit. note 7), but the SoM journal of 21Jun1900 says 
Bumerlin, of unstated origin, is a Camp for flying foxes? ¢ƘŜ мфрп ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ Ψ!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǘ .ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅΩ held in file BB-10 at 
RRHS, records that ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻȄ ŎŀƳǇ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƳ {ǿŀƳǇ ǳǇ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ wƻŀŘΧΦ It 
was the blacks main supply of foodΧΦ The blacks, though often shifting camp, seldom went very far awayΧΣ and when after a 
time they had fouled their camp, they would set fire to it and move to another siteΧΦ  
The Sharpe dictionary says the Cudgenburra/Gudjihnbar/Coojingburra/CudginberryΧ /ƭŀƴ derives ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǳŘƧƛƴ ΨǊŜŘΩΧΣ 
the colour of the clay found at Cudgen. 
14 The Queenslander 15May1880. 
15 Northern Star of 21Jan1885. (Aǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCudgen Police Patrol DistrictΩΣ 
which sheltered under the umbrella ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨPolice District of Tweed RiverΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b{²κvƭŘ 
ōƻǊŘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ .ǊƻƪŜƴ IŜŀŘΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ΨPolice District of Richmond RiverΩ ƛƴ мусрΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мутл ǘƘŀǘ 
a Court of Petty Sessions was established at Cudgen, at which time Courts were also opened at Casino, Ballina and Lismore. In 
1874 another was established at Murwillumbah and 2yrs later Joshua Bray was appointed Police Magistrate at both Tweed 
Courts. A District Court was established at Lismore in 1880, superseding Casino. (Northern Irishman Charles Hugh Fawcett of 
CŀƛǊȅ aƻǳƴǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ όYȅƻƎƭŜύ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ tƻƭƛŎŜ aŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŀǘ ¢ŀōǳƭŀƳ ό/ŀǎƛƴƻύ ƛƴ муснΦύ  
In 1886 a bit was hived off the Cudgen Patrol District to create the Police Patrol District of Brunswick River, which enforced 
the ǿƘƛǘŜƳŀƴΩǎ law from Burringbar to Broken Head. The white population continued to grow exponentially, necessitating 
another rearrangement of the Patrol Districts in 1891, the district south of Tyagarah becoming the Police Patrol District of 
Byron Bay, where a Court of Petty Sessions was opened in 1892.  
The Brunswick Court of Petty Sessions was abolished 1897 and re-established in Mullumbimby, while the Brunswick Patrol 
District was rebranded as the Mullumbimby Police Patrol District, at which time the Police District of Tweed River became the 
Murwillumbah Police District. Mullum police patrolled the district from Tyagarah to Crabbes Creek and inland to Rosebank. 
The Patrol District of Bangalow was created when a bit was hived off Byron Bay in 1905. 
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Yours, &c., A SETTLER. (¢ƘŜ Ψgin who was proved insaneΩ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨCrankyΩΣ An aboriginal girl who was brought 
up on a charge of being of unsound mind..., a month earlier.16 But the police argued that she had responded well 
to medical treatment, and had much improvedΧ, after being confined in the Lock Up for 3 weekǎΧ, and was 
discharged. The male was probably ~20yr old Tommy Dodd, a sojourner from Wiradjuri Country.) 
 

By this time too, work for the Aboriginals was drying up. The cedar was playing out and the timber-getters were no 
longer needing assistance in locating, harvesting and road cutting, the Glascott diaries inferring this important latter 
task of getting logs to market was the major source of employment for the Indigenous Australians (although 
payment in rum was hardly putting white bread on the table.17) The first selectors were also nearing completion of 
their compulsory 5yrs residency and no longer needing assistance in scrub clearing, leaving the Aboriginals without 
another regular source of income. Moreover, the rapidly increasing white population was taking these jobs anyway, 
ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ΨIƛƴŘƻƻǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨYŀƴŀƪŀǎΩ ǊŜ-ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƭŀōƻǳǊΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ.18 Between the censuses of 1871 and 1881 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǿŜŜŘ wƛǾŜǊΩ όprobably meaning the police district stretching to Broken Head) 
increased by 80% (from 449 isolated woodcutters and assorted adventurers to 806 civilised souls more inclined to 
clearing for farming), thereafter growing exponentially.  
 

In 1886 another Town and Country journalist said In close 
proximity to Marshall's Hotel was a black's camp, over which a 
sable patriarch rejoicing in the title of King Charlie of the 
Brunswick holds supreme sway. There were about twenty of these 
aborigines altogether. A few were full-blooded; but many were 
half-castes. A great deal of the rough housework in the hotel was 
done by these girls, and it was amusing to watch them scrubbing 
the floor, every now and then taking a rest to light their pipes, so 
that they could enjoy the pleasures of a comfortable smoke while 
engaged in their duties. On the Sunday the blacks smarten 
themselves up considerably, old Charlie coming out with an 
ancient pith helmet ornamented with a spotted crimson 
"puggaree" upon his head; while the women were nearly all attired 
in clean print dresses, gaudily set off with neckerchief of turkey red. 
 

That year was a big one for Brunswick Heads. A court house and police station had been completed and Constable 
W.C. Andrews posted in to take charge of the new Brunswick Patrol District, while Joshua Bray, Police Magistrate 
on the Tweed, was hearing cases at the new Court of Petty Sessions by the end of the year. Also completed by year-
end was the 2-storey Court House Hotel, erected behind MarshallΩǎ Ocean View in Fingal Street, which street was 
shortly to house Henry FrenchΩǎ н-storey store and residence. And travellers using the Lismore-Brunswick coach 
service, introduced in mid1885, got an easier ride with introduction of a Government ferry service (a row boat) to 

 
16 Northern Star of 13, 20 and 31Dec1884. Her story continues in the Northern Star of 14Sep1887. 
17 Glascott op.cit. note 4, pg 57. Diary entry of 8Nov1872 says Ψsent (£3) Sydney for a keg of rum for to pay blacks... for road 
making workΩ. (On 3Nov72 Ψabout half a mile from Tyagarah met some blacks who informed us that all the blacks about the 
Brunswick were employedΧ, but saw the Black Drumble Charley at Wilsons Creek who agreed to come to us Monday weekΩ.) 
All roads led to Tyagarah during the cedar boom years. 
18 Iƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ΨŀƛŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎΩ in 1881Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ Ψnew boat &cΩ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨBrunswick RiverΩΣ ǘƘŜ 
Protector of Aborigines said L ƘŀǾŜΧ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻΧ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
from the Government; they must be self-reliant, must work whenever they can get workΧΦ (Ref SMH of 11Sep1882.) 
In his report for the 12mths to 31Dec1882 at https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/catalogue_resources/91912.pdf the 
Protector says I maintain the opinion I have always held with regard to the half-caste portion of the aborigines, viz., that they 
should be compelled to work in aid of their own requirementsΧΦ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ .ȅǊƻƴ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Police District of Tweed River, which recorded 97 Full-Blood and 12 Half-Caste Aboriginals (aka ΨEuraliansΩ), working on farms, 
and employed by timber-getters. (Lismore District recorded 170FB and 15HC, principally employed by selectors to fall scrubΧ. 
Ballina Patrol District had 59FB and 2HC working for the sugar planters. Wardell recorded 36FB and 5HC, the greater portion 
mainly working sugar industry, but others are lazy, and seldom do anything other than catch fish (by hands) and live on 
animals of all kinds, killed by them on their travels. Woodburn had 21FB mainly in the sugar industry, with Women washing 
clothes and scrubbing floors for the residents. Coraki Patrol District had 18FB and 2HC employed ring-barking, farm-labouring, 
bullock-ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ϧŎΦΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǿƻǊƪΧ. 
[Note: Pre 1881, in the heyday of the cedar-getters, most Aboriginals would have congregated at Brunswick Heads, the 
centre of the district cedar trade and most likely place to find work, or at the Tyagarah depot.] 

 
"Sunday afternoon in King Charley's camp"Χ ŀǘ 

Brunswick Heads, said the caption in the  
Town and Country Journal 16Oct1886. 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/catalogue_resources/91912.pdf
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meet the Murbah coach on the beach at North Head. (The advent of a new up-river 'McCurdy's Wharf Ferry' in 1887 
and upgrading of the bridle track to Burringbar, enabled a straight-thru Lismore-Murbah coach service by 1888.) 
 

In 1887 Constable Andrews compiled his first population return for the Police Patrol District of Brunswick River, 
reporting an Aboriginal population of 38 within his bailiwick, presumably ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨŦǳƭƭ-ōƭƻƻŘǎΩ distributed over the 
area from Broken Head to Burringbar.19 
   

However, by the arrival of the 1890s Depression things were on the slide and in 1891 ornithologist Archibald James 
Campbell found the Brunswick settlement to be a primitive and out-of-the-ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΧ where he heard 
blackfellows wrangling in high voices during the night in the hotel yard.... I succeed in finding a blackfellow's humpy 
where an ugly chap is cooking a bandicoot by placing it on the fire intact.... He appears surly, so I betake myself to 
another humpy, where I find three "gins" asleep όƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŀǎ ΨYƛǘǘȅΩ), and a fine blackfellow outside... whose 
name is "Mobal," of the Burringbah tribeΧΦ (Ref Northern Star of 18Jun1892, and pages 35-38 below). 
 

(Despite /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ ΨǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ, by the census of 
Apr1891 Brunswick Heads was still the largest village in the 
district, boasting between 73 and 84 residents, depending 
on interpretation of Matthew ChislerΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ {ƘŜŜǘǎ, or 
87 souls according to the Northern Star of 16May1894. On 
the other hand, David JarmanΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ {ƘŜŜǘǎ show the 
population of Byron Bay was only 69 by Apr1891, despite the 
advent of the jetty and growth in the import-export trade. 
Conversely, the Clarence and Richmond Examiner of 
30May1891 reckoned CavvanbaΧ contained a population 
close upon 50 souls, and this did not include four travellers.) 

 

In 1926 the Bora Ring on the Brunswick cricket ground, (the ex-police paddock, ~ ¾ mile north of Ψ5ƻŘŘǎ DǊŀǎǎΩ), 
was 'still discernible... where the natives of old went through their spectacular and weird ceremonies....20 In 1939 
Fred Fordham, Brunswick Heads Public School Headmaster 1928-48, brought to public attention the existence of a 
35ft long x 15ft high mound on Kings Creek, suggesting an important Aboriginal cultural centre.21 The purported 
ceremonial mound was littered with rocks identified as sandstone and supposedly bearing carved markings, but 
general farm clearance has seen most of the rocks disappear, while most of the mound has been bulldozed.22 (Fred 

 
19 Richmond River Herald 1Jul1887: The returns recently compiled show the number of aboriginesΧ as follows: Casino 325 
(largest by far of the 23 patrol districts from Grafton to Tweed), Lismore 114, Coraki 36, Wardell 12, Ballina 35, Woodburn 14, 
Broadwater 21, Murwillumbah 84, Tumbulgum 9, Cudgen 12, Brunswick 38ΧΦ Total 1075. (Numbers continued in rapid 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ōȅ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ΨƭƻŀǘƘǎƻƳŜΣ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΩ in Lismore, said the Northern Star 
мп{ŜǇут όŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ΨCrankyΩύΣ нрWŀƴууΣ ммCŜōууΣ Clarence Examiner 13Mar88, 25Aug88, Maitland Mercury 18Aug88). 
20 The Brisbane Courier 2Dec1926. Also asserts that When the natives gathered for their annual corroboree, the whites 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǘǳŎƪŜǊέ ōȅ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦΦΦ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊǳō ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΦΦΦΦ 
21 Mullumbimby Star of 28Jul1939.  
22 Over the period 1964-1999 Dave Marrinon (ex-Mullumbimby High School Teacher) collected voluminous documents on 
the saga during his own research of the mound, including original diaries, sketches and correspondence between Fordham, 
eccentric Frederic Slater (of the Archaeological and Educational Research Society), Fred McCarthy (Curator of Anthropology 
at the Australian Museum who allegedly coined the phrase 'Fordham's Folly') and various other authorities. Accredited 
researchers may view the documents at BVHS. Visiting the site requires the permission of the NSW Office of Heritage and 
Environment as well as the landowner. See ΨFirst People of the Brunswick - Part 2Ω ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ΨCƻǊŘƘŀƳΩǎ CƻƭƭȅΩ. 

 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΩǎ ΨhƭŘ /ŜŘŀǊ ²ƘŀǊŦΩ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ƻƴ ΨtƻǊǘƛƻƴ мΩ 
when mapped by surveyor E.H. Johnson in May1893.  

 
"Brunswick Township" from the Australian Town and Country 

Journal of 16Oct1886. (Ocean View Hotel right, with Court House 
Hotel in course of construction at the rear in Fingal St.) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/First-People-of-the-Brunswick-Part-2.pdf
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also accumulated a substantial number of Aboriginal artefacts during his tenure, displayed in glass cases in an annex 
to the original school building. Tragically, this collection has also disappeared). 
 

[A likely source of the purported sandstone rocks is Broken Head, perhaps indicating a co-operative arrangement 
between the Durungbil and Bumberlin Clans. Also noteworthy is that the mound was next to Robert MarshallΩǎ 
мутн ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ/ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΩ in what became the Byron Shire, upon which Marshall established 
a timber camp, store, wharf and boat shed, presupposing that it was already a conveniently cleared site, presenting 
him with a relative oasis amongst the dense forest. And about a third of a mile north of the mound the discovery 
of the ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ Ψōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ǊƻŎƪǎΩ ŀƭƭǳŘed to The Three Brothers creation legend. (See ΨǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǇϥ ŀōƻǾŜ 
and ΨFirst People of the Brunswick - Part 2Ω at https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/pioneer-articles/ )] 
 

Bora rings were also found 
at Tyagarah and 
Mullumbimby, the latter 
allegedly still extant 
during the sojourn of the 
railway navvies 1892-94.24 
GlascottΩǎ diaries also 
suggest a fair Aboriginal 
presence at Tyagarah 
during the 1870s. This 
seems to be still the case 
in 1884 when the Town 
and Country Journal of 
10Jan1885 recorded that a 
couple of commercial 
travellers visited Henry 
FrenchΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀǘ 
ΨbǳōƘƻȅƎǳƳΩΣ Tyagarah, then left for Byron Bay and after passing the native camps we made for the crossing at the 
creek..., ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ΨŎŀƳǇǎΩ possibly implying a largish interrelated community? (The travelling salesmen probably 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ DǊŀȅΩǎ [ŀƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛŘŘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ its intersection 
with the ΨOld Brunswick RoadΩ.) 
 

The original family group around Mullumbimby remains a mystery, but as happened to other local family units, if 
not clans, they were probably displaced to Brunswick Heads upon arrival of the Caucasians, as befell the small family 
group at "GingongongϦ ό/ƘƛƴŀƳŀƴΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ ¸ŜƭƎǳƴ) which, after the coming of the selectors and imposition of the new 
concept of land tenure, ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ΨŦŜƴŎƛƴƎΩΣ drifted to the mouth of the Brunswick, probably via a sojourn at New 
Brighton.25  
 

So a large contingent of mixed family groups, most under the Minjungbal umbrella if not the Durungbil, developed 
at Brunswick Heads under the sway of 'Drumble Charlie', although by this time the accelerating disintegration of 
traditional clan structures and boundaries had seen Aboriginals from further afield taking up residence or transiting 
through.26 They congregated in the vicinity of Robert Marshall's Hotel until John Perry MLA wrote to the Minister 

 
23 The stones are now in the custody of the Office of Environment and Heritage in Lismore. (The Byron Shire Echo of 
18Apr1990 gives a potted history of the spiral stone circles and their Aboriginal significance - The circles are said to represent 
the spirits of Leo and Leva, whose marriage is a metaphor for the union of Ngarakwal-Githabul. The legend is recounted by 
Milli Boyd at https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/eelemarni/clip1/ ς ref footnote 79, pg27.  
[And it has been suggested that tƘŜ Ψ[Ŝƻ ŀƴŘ [ŜǾŀΩ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΣ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ one of the naming legends 
of the ΨWǳŀƴ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŀΩ wƻŎƪǎ ς see 74.-Newsletter-June-2018.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)] 
24 74yr old Jack Coghlan, reminiscing to the Mullumbimby Star 6Jun1961, claimed the Bora Ring was on the corner of 
Burringbar and Stuart Streets, now occupied by the newsagency. (His great niece Shelly Hollis-Neath also claims Jack's sister, 
Kate, witnessed corroborees where the car park next Byron Shire council chambers now lies. Kate was 5yrs old when the 
Coghlans/Coughlins settled Mullum 1894. Ref Shelly's memoire 'Kate' held BVHS.) 
25 Fox Op cit note2 (pg 34 ƻŦ ΨtŀǘƘǿŀȅǎΩύ. 
26 In the Northern Star of 20Nov1889 Constable Andrews, oic Brunswick Police Patrol District, states that a 17yr old 
Aboriginal named ΨDŜƻǊƎŜΩ ǿŀǎ a New England boy; three years ago he came to the Brunswick.... And Tommy Dodd, who 
regularly appeared before the Cudgen/Brunswick/Mullum Courts 1884-97, was a Wiradjuri man. 

 
In 1968 two spiral stone circles were found at 

Tyagarah Swamp and in 1987 relocated to Heritage 
Park at Mullumbimby.23 

 
Unfortunately souveniring and 

vandalism meant removal of the 
remainder to the museum in 2014. 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/pioneer-articles/
https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/eelemarni/clip1/
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/74.-Newsletter-June-2018.pdf
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for Lands on 14Mar1890 advising that The 
aboriginals of the Brunswick River are 
desirous of having a piece of land reserved as 
a homeΧΦ27 
 

ΨTemporary Salaried Surveyor R.N. 
SomervilleΩ, of the Lismore Land District, 
eventually was tasked with finding a suitable 
spot. On 9Mar1891 he reported that There 
are about 10 or 12 blacks now remaining in 
the neighbourhood, for whom it would 
appear to be desirable to reserve an area on 
which they may possibly be induced to settle 
and to which the police can always direct 
them when necessary. None of the blacks are 
vouched for as being very intelligent, and 
good workers. 
 

The site applied for is their own request and 
choice and consists of Suburban Portion 84Χ. 
The points in favour of this site are that it is 
the one they are most likely to stop on, it is in 
the immediate vicinity of the principal fishing 
ground on the River, and is quite apart from 
village settlement though not more than 90 
to 100 chains away. 
 

Notwithstanding the rapid strides the district 
generally is makingΧΣ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀŘǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 
is moribund and it is an open question 
whether the blacks will not have died out altogether before this site for a camp would become objectionable.... In 
want of Suburban portion 84 being granted I would suggest 85 being given as well.... 
 

hƴ олaŀȅмуфм ΨLicensed Surveyor H. JohnsonΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǊǿƛƭƭǳƳōŀƘ [ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ portion of land 
containing 37 acres numbered 43 (the renumbered 84) in the Parish of Brunswick..., which was duly promulgated 
in the Gazette of 10Oct1891, giving the remaining Brunswick Aboriginals a homeland west of what is now the Ferry 
Reserve Caravan Park. Six months earlier the NSW census of Apr1891 had found 9 Aboriginals living in bark huts 
next the pub at Brunswick Heads, while none were recorded at Byron Bay.28   
 

The police census of Oct1894 found 9 'full blood' Aboriginals (4m,3f,2ch, and no 'half castes') at the 'Brunswick 
River Heads', but still none listed at Byron Bay, despite, paradoxically, one issued with clothing. (The Tweed, 
encompassing the Police Patrol Districts of Cudgen, Murbah and Tumbulgum, recorded 38FB and 21HC, plus 30 at 
Coolangatta.)29 Thereafter the Brunswick Aboriginals faded from public notice as the Heads became a ghost town. 

 
27 The sequence of events in the whole saga of the Brunswick Aboriginal Reserve is preserved in State Records Office Box 
20/7290, Item No 1891/7931. (Copies of the folios available BVHS). 
28 https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Australia,_New_South_Wales,_1891_Census_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records) , Parishes of 
Brunswick and Mullumbimby at pgs 274-288. Collector David Jarman recorded no Aboriginals at Byron Bay. In fact there 
were only 10 recorded over the whole area of what became Byron Shire - one male living with G. Johnson at Tyagarah and 
the other 9 (3 males and 6 females) at Brunswick Heads where ΨYƛǘǘȅΩ ǿŀǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨIŜŀŘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ 
meaning ΨYƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ǊǳƳōƭŜ .ƻōΩ had moved on. (Bruns still recorded 9FB in 1894, comprising 4m, 3f, and 2ch). 
29 Report of the Aboriginal Protection Board to Parliament wef 1Mar1895, with police figures pg 4, viewable at 
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-53849807 όŎƭƛŎƪ Ψ.ǊƻǿǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩύ. That there were still no Aboriginals listed ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΩ 
of Byron possibly suggests they were temporarily included under Lismore (ie, Police District of Richmond River). (During the 
sojourn of the railway navvies Byron Bay boasts of the largest number of camp followers..., doing a good deal of business....) 
Conversely, the report for the year 1907 records 6FB (1m,1f,4ch) and 1HC (1f) at Byron and still none at Brunswick Heads or 
Mullumbimby. In 1908 it was again 6FB (2m,1f,3ch) and 2HC (1m,1ch) at Byron Bay and still none at Brunswick and Mullum. 
There had been a steady increase on the Tweed, Cudgen recording 7FB (3m,3f,1ch) and 8HC (2f,6ch) in 1894, 13FB 
(2m,4f,7ch) and 23HC (1m,5f,17ch) in 1907, 15FB (2m,5f,8ch) and 46HC (7m,8f,31ch) in 1908, but a decrease by 1915. 

 
Drumble Charlie's battered brass Breastplate, now in the collection of 
BVHS, was found near the intersection of Park Street and The Terrace 
in 1963 during Byron Shire road works at Brunswick Heads. Its crude 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƘƻƳŜ-ƳŀŘŜΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ 

by the Aborigines Protection Board like all the others depicted in 
'Aboriginal Breastplates of the Northern Rivers; Contested Recognition, 

Uncontested Identity',  
by Ian Fox, for Tweed Regional Museum, 2016.   

[The breastplate may have been made and presented by Edmund Ross 
JP (1826 London-1908 Ballina), appointed Ballina Postmaster 1858. The 
well-known Blackfellow Ψ.ŀǊƴŜȅ hΩYŜŜŦŜΩ of Ballina, a contemporary of 
Drumble CharlieΣ ǿƻǊŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀǎǘǇƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ΨYoung Barney, the 
PostmanΩΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ōȅ tƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊ wƻǎǎΦ όǊŜŦ Armidale 
Express of 30Aug1898). Ross was also a storekeeper and cedar merchant 
of Ballina who, in 1867, built a Tyagarah branch store for provisioning 
his axemen, possibly also awarding favoured Aboriginal employees like 
Ψ5ǊǳƳōƭŜ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩ όŀƴŘ probably Ψ5ǊǳƳōƭŜ .ƻōΩύ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊŜŀǎǘǇƭŀǘŜǎΦ] 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Australia,_New_South_Wales,_1891_Census_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records) 
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-53849807
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Temporary relief for the Byron/Mullum district during the 1890s Depression came from catering for the ~500 
uncouth navvies building the local portion of the Richmond-Tweed railway over the period 1892-94. But the death 
knell for the Heads had sounded in 1893 with the bankruptcy of storekeepers Delaney Hains and Henry French, 
followed by Robert Marshall in 1899. Marshall had come undone during the process of shifting CǊŜƴŎƘΩǎ ǘǿƻ-storey 
store and residence (acquired in 1896) to Mullumbimby for rebirthing as the Court House Hotel. His Ocean View 
Hotel at the Heads went into mothballs in 1897, while the Court House Hotel in Fingal Street shifted to Mullum in 
1899 to become a private residence. The Bruns School of Arts was carted off to Billinudgel in 1898 and the public 
school took a long sabbatical from 1896, by which time the train was delivering tƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
.ŀȅΩǎ ƧŜǘǘȅΣ ǎƻ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘǎΩ remaining function as a viable port. And while the train had by-passed the place, 
so had the Lismore-Murbah coach service, which had earlier begun travelling via Mullum and Hainsville (at least 
until the opening of the Murwillumbah portion of the rail line at Christmas 1894 eventually forced redundancy.) 
 

 

 
 !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ нлмф ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻƻƎƭŜ aŀǇΦ ό¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǘ ΨaƛŘŘŜƴ .ŜŀŎƘΩ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ .ƻǿƭǎ /ƭǳōΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊŀ wƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ DǊƻǳƴŘΦύ 
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The NSW census of Mar1901 
recorded no Aboriginals at 
Brunswick Heads.31 But 7mths 
later the NSW Aborigines 
Protection Board said, wef 
15Oct1901, There are 9 full-
blood aborigines at 
Mullumbimby. The men all 
earn their own livelihood at 
scrub-cutting, clearing, and 
general farm work. The 
women are employed as 
domestic servants, earning 
sufficient to support 
themselves....32 By 
'Mullumbimby' the Board 
probably means the Patrol 
District (the rebranded 
Brunswick Patrol District 
covering Tyagarah to 
Burringbar), which embraced 
Billinudgel and the 'Brunswick 
River Heads', a hamlet still in a 
moribund state after being 
eclipsed by Mullumbimby 
with the coming of the 
railway. 
 

Two of the nine Brunswick 
Aboriginals identified at the 
1891 census, apart from 
ΨYƛǘǘȅΩ, are possibly ΨEna TaylorΩΣ ōƻǊƴ муун Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ΨMary JaneΩ. Ena married William  

 
30 Mart Watego (1902 Sydney ς 1981 Cudgen) married Eliza Alice Venor 1924 Murbah.  
aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ Emily Angen Watego (1889 Sydney ς 1974 Coolangatta), married George Slockee (1887 Cudgen - 1960 Tweed), 
1908 Murbah.  
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ Tommie Slockee (1899 Cudgen ς 1959 Qld), married Clara Williams at the Rotumah family home Fingal 1920. 
¢ƻƳƳƛŜΩǎ daughter, Amelia Rosabell SlockeeΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ Allen Ray Watego, 1946 Murbah. 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ, Audrey Zella Slockee (1926 Cudgen ς 1959 Tweed Heads), married Aubrey Frederick Parsons, the grandson 
of Hannah Hamilton ƻŦ bŜǿ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΣ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ΨŦǳƭƭ ōƭƻƻŘΩ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Brunswick Valley. 
Aubrey Fred Parsons second marriage was to Dorothy Margaret Yettica (1927 Murwillumbah ς 2006 Tweed Heads), the niece 
of William Yettica Jnr (1900-1964) who was President of the All Blacks Football Club in the late 1940s. 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ Les Slockee (1908 Cudgen ς 1990 Tweed), married Isabella Rotumah (1909 Qld ς 2001 Tweed), 1929 Qld. 
LǎŀōŜƭƭŀΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ Alfred Rotumah (1906 Qld ς 1974 Tweed), married Emma Rosena Margaret Yettica (1909 Fingal ς 1978 
Fingal), sister of William Yettica Jnr, 1929 Murbah. 
Alfred Rotumah was the son of Ben Rotumah and Amelia, nee Mari/Murray, the sister of Rosabella Slockee, nee Mari, the 
stepmother of George Slockee and mother of Tommie Slockee. 
Amelia (1874 Ithaca Crk., Brisbane - 1937 Murbah) and Rosabelle Mari/Murray (1880 Redland Bay, Qld ς 1911 Mullumbimby), 
were the daughters of Narina Thomas Mari (1845 Patna, India ς 1907 South Stradbroke Island) and Harriett Hobbs (1856 
England ς 1928 Sydney) 
Also boasting Anglo-Indian ancestry was Johnny Mussing (1906 Tweed - 1989 Murbah), brother of Dr Faith Bandler AM (1918 
Tumbulgum ς 2015 Sydney), and son of Peter Mussing (Wacvie Mussington) (1870 Ambryon Island, New Hebrides ς 30Jul1924 
Tumbulgum) and widow Ida Venno, nee Krishtion (1883 Brisbane ς 1968 Lismore), married 1905 Cudgen. 
31 Although collector Charles Simpson listed no Aboriginals in the Parishes of Brunswick or Mullumbimby, ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
were some still there, but for some odd reason he decided not to record them? Conversely, collector David Jarman listed 10 
(6m and 4f) Aboriginals at Byron Bay, apparently living with Owen Bishop Wareham. These were the only Aboriginals listed 
in the whole of what became the Byron Shire. (Census on microfiche available Richmond-Tweed Regional Library, Lismore). 
32 Police figures listed Northern Star of 5Feb1902. 

 
Interconnected30 cane-cutting team Cudgen 1928 

Standing L to R: Mart Watego, George Slockee, Billy Logan. 
Sitting: Tommie Slockee, Johnny Mussing, Ben Long. 
Lying: Les Slockee, William Yettica, Bob Rotumah.  
(William Yettica Jnr J.P., a builder of South Tweed Heads, was the first Aboriginal in NSW 
to sit as a magistrate when he presided at Tweed Heads Court of Petty Sessions in 
Mar1963. He and his wife had also been of great assistance to the Aborigines Welfare 
Board and the Child Welfare Department in caring for a large number of wardsΧΣ ǎŀƛŘ 
the May1963 edition of Ψ5ŀǿƴΩΣ the Magazine of the NSW Aborigines Welfare Board. 
                                        (Courtesy Tweed Regional Museum)   
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(Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŜΩ) Yettica (1876 Tanna, 
New Hebrides ς 1938 Fingal) in 
a Methodist ceremony at 
Cudgen 12Jan1904, by which 
time her mother was dead. Ena 
died 13Dec191о ŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǾŜǎΩΣ 
Fingal, and was buried with 
CofE rites at Chinderah, leaving 
William Jnr aged 13, May (10), 
Alex (7), Emily/Emma (4) and 
Martha (6mths), the 
descendants of whom can 
claim membership of the 
exclusive Durungbil club within 
the Minjungbal fraternity. 
Shortly afterwards father 
William Snr married Lucy 
Hannah Wheeler (1889 Fraser 
Island-1937 Fingal) and they 
gained a half-sister, Ida Isabel, 
who married the prominent All 
Blacks footballer Arthur 
Ψ{ǘƻƪŜƭΩ /ǳǊǊƛŜ. 
 

On 15Sep1910 the Mullumbimby Star said Aboriginals are rarely seen now in Mullumbimby. And presumably there 
were no Aboriginals on the Brunswick Reserve wef 29Nov1911 when the place was leased to Michael George Currie 
and formally revoked via the Gazette of 22Dec1915. The Mullumbimby Star of 15Jan1914 and 13Jan1916 published 
the censuses of the Mullumbimby Police Patrol District, showing 6 Aboriginals in 1911 (4 of whom lived in the 
Municipality), 9 in 1912 (none in Municipality), 1 in 1913 and none thereafter (although in 1914 the ΨBoard for the 
Protection of AboriginesΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ΨCǳƭƭ .ƭƻƻŘΩ ƳŀƭŜ living within the Mullumbimby Patrol District, 
perhaps at Billinudgel.33) LǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ Ƴƻǎǘ local Aboriginals drifted to either Stoney Gully, Kyogle, or the Fingal 
Mission Camp, which housed 70 residents at the time of the Spanish Flu epidemic in 1919. (A likely victim was Jack 
Crofton, a known Brunswick Aboriginal resident 1910-14, who died Apr1920 Fingal aged 47; born Condong.  
(A land claim on the original Brunswick Reserve was refused in 1995, but resubmitted by TBLALC in 2005). 
 

[Providing domestic help seems to be the main avenue for employment of those Aboriginals resident in the Mullum 
ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ мфуу ƳŜƳƻƛǊŜ ΨMy Paternal DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ [ƛŦŜΩ, Pearl V.I. McPaul recounts that After her arrival 
in Mullumbimby, my grandmother (Jacobina Giles) went on to have the next four children (1893-1904) with only an 
aboriginal woman to help her. The dark woman was very clean and carried out the instructions to sterilize and boil 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧ. Dorothy Maud White, nee Garrard (1899-1967), recounts in her memoire resting on the BVHS 
bookshelf, that for years after we came to live in Mullumbimby (Station Street 1897) ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪǎΧ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ 
the washing and scrubbing for my motherΧΦϐ 

 
33 https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/remove/23707.pdf , !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
report for the year 1914, published 6Jul1915. Also shows 4FB (2m,1f,1ch) and 4HC (1f,3ch) in Police Patrol District of Byron 
Bay, and 17FB/39HC at Cudgen. 
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/remove/23697.pdf , APB report for the year 1915, 
records no Aboriginals Brunswick or Mullumbimby, but still 4FB (2m,1f,1 ch) and 4HC (1f, 3ch) at Byron Bay (inclusive of 2 
attending school and 3 adults and 1 child receiving rations), 11FB (3m,4f,4ch) and 27HC (1m,5f,21ch) at Cudgen, 1FB/10HC 
Tumbulgum, 15FB/16HC Murwillumbah. (Ballina 4FB/6HC, Wardell 4FB/79HC, Coraki 28FB/20HC, Lismore 26FB/42HC.) 
For other years and statistics go to https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/remove-and-
protect/new-south-wales ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘǎέΦ Or change suffix to aiatsis address above as follows:  
For 1913 use suffix 23709 (showing 1FB couple with 1HC child at Mullum, 5FB/4HC Byron, Cudgen 16FB/38HC); for 1912 use 
suffix 23014 (giving aberrational figures of 10FB - 7m,3f, and 11HC ς нƳΣоŦΣсŎƘ ŦƻǊ aǳƭƭǳƳΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ΨYŀƴŀƪŀǎΩ ŀǘ 
Billinudgel?; Byron housed 6FB ς 2m,1f,3ch, and 3HC - 1f,2ch; and Cudgen 9FB/38HC); for 1911 use suffix 23708 (one elderly 
HC couple in Mullum, Byron unchanged, Cudgen 16FB/54HC); for 1910 use suffix 23692 (1f,1ch, HC Mullum, and Byron 
unchanged, Cudgen 18FB ς 2m,5f,8CH, and 56HC ς 8m,5f,43ch).  

Fingal Church and Congregation 1928 
Around 1918 Missionary Leslie Grant Ogilvie (1866 Banff, Scotland - 1927 Dungog) 
όtǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ψundenominational evangelistΩύΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Fingal 

Christian Fellowship Community, made up of displaced Aboriginals and South Sea 
Islanders who became the main labour force for local farmers and cane growers.                                      

(Courtesy Daily Telegraph) 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/remove/23707.pdf
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/remove/23697.pdf
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/remove-and-protect/new-south-wales
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/remove-and-protect/new-south-wales
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Byron Bay 
 

James Jarrett, an ex-Brunswick storekeeper, claimed in a letter to the Mullumbimby Star on 11Jun1908 that Bob 
MarshallΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƻƭŘ ōƭŀŎƪŦŜƭƭƻǿΣ Bobby Faucett, was made king... at some stage (but possibly concurrently with 
King Charlie, aka Drumble Charlie). He is probably the same Bobby Fossett, an old but intelligent aboriginal, who 
died on the Brunswick not very long ago..., said the Gosford Times 5Jun1919. And Faucett/Fossett is probably the 
alias of /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ Ψ5ǊǳƳōƭŜ .ƻōΩ, first encountered at Tintenbar by Dick Glascott in Nov1866, the 
encounter also featuring 37yr old 'Dot EyeϥΣ ŀƭƛŀǎ ϥ5ŀǾƛŘ .ǊƻǿƴϥΣ ŎƻƴƧŜŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ψ!ǊŀƎǿŀƭΩ ŎƭŀƴǎƳŀƴΦ34 More 
remotely, he could be the purported brother of Jack Foster whose daughter Susan is claimed to be the last of the 
Brunswick River TribeΧΣ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Lois Cook. (Susan, allegedly born 1864 Bangalow, married Jack 
WƻƘƴ όΨ.ǳōōŀΩύ /ƻƻƪ (1854-1961) at Wyrallah 1882 and died 1960 Cabbage Tree Island.) 
 

And at a stretch he could be Ψ.ƻōōȅΣ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ǳƳōŜǊōƛƴΩ,35 who, so far as is known, was born in the vicinity of Cape 
ByronΧ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ late 1830s and ascended the throne of BumberbinΧ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мурлǎΦ άYƛƴƎ .ƻōōȅΣέ ƻŦ 
.ǳƳōŜǊƛƴΧ, a native of Byron Bay, died 1907 Broken Head, aged ~70, and is buried alongside his father, near the 
beach..., said the SMH obituary 28Mar1907, amplified by The Evening News on the same day, asserting that Only 
two of his tribe remain on the North Coast, which once had a tribe roll of 132ΧΦ  His death certificate recorded his 
name as Bobby Bray.  
 

Bobby BrayΩǎ Queensland-born son, Harry, was also a Brunswick Heads identity in the early years of white 
settlement claimed the Tweed Daily on 28Jun1933, recording that Lƴ муул .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ 
was a rude hamlet of a few slab shanties, which were outnumbered by aboriginal gunyahs, occupied by a peaceful 
tribe. Several of these, Harry Bray and Unara, were magnificent specimens of men..., but no mention of Drumbles 
Charlie or Bob. Unara died 1903 Ballina, aged 59. Harry Bray died 1922 Broken Head, aged 72. (And Drumble Charlie 
is rumoured to have died on North Stradbroke Island in the 1890s). 
 

The Byron/Bray descendants initially called themselves the 'Arakwal Bumberlin People'. The first public use of the 
name 'Arakwal' to identify the cohort of the Bay area was made by anthropologist and entomologist Norman 
Tindale in 1938.36 He recognised them as a separate dialect group and defined their domain as the huge area 
stretching from Ballina to Byron Bay and inland to Casino,37 his great mate Fred McCarthy at the Australian Museum 
in Sydney endorsing the definitions in 1952.38 However, it has been suggested that Tindale may have misunderstood 
his interviewees or later misinterpreted his notes,39 while the Ngarakbal/Ngarartbul/Knarkbaul/ΧΣ centred on  
 

 
34 Robyn Howell, Goonellabah, correspondence with Marlene Lester, cited in Glascott op.cit. note 4, pg 204. (At pg 205 
IƻǿŜƭƭ ǎŀȅǎ ΨHumpy BillyΩΣ ŀ DƭŀǎŎƻǘǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ŀǘ ¢ȅŀƎŀǊŀƘΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ Ψ!ǊŀƎǿŀƭ 9ƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊŘŜƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩ? He is probably 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ΨHumphrey BillyΩ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 'Durrumbull Charlie', 'Bobby Faucett' and 'Long William' in Jarrett's 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ΨBilly HumpyΩΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ΨYŜǊǳƳōƭŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨWŜƳƳȅ tŀƴƴƛƪƛƴΩ, who discovered the body of 
ΨSamboΩΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ Ψ.ŀǊƴŜȅ hΩYŜŜŦŜΩΣ ŀǘ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŎŀƳǇΩΣ bƻǊǘƘ /ǊŜŜƪΣ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀΣ ƛƴ мууоΦ wŜŦ Grafton and Richmond 
Examiner of 27Oct1883. (.ŀǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ΨDot-EyeΩ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀ ƛƴ муфсΣ ǊŜŦ Windsor and Richmond Gazette of 
17Oct1896.) (Lois Cook family background at Her story / Aboriginal Cultural Concepts - Aboriginal Cultural Concepts ) 
35 Tweed Herald obituary 4Apr1907 and 'History of the Cape Lightstation Precinct' by Dr Brett Stubbs 2008, in which he quotes 
that Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻōōȅΩǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ муфл ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊŜŀǎǘ-ǇƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨBobby, King 
ƻŦ .ǳƳōŜǊōƛƴΩ..., referencing the minutes of the Aborigines Protection Board Meeting of 11Dec1890. (See 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268632029).    
Note that on 28Apr1899 the Tweed Herald and Brunswick Chronicle recorded that King Harry (sic) of Bumberbin was in 
Mullumbimby on Wednesday, but there was no royal receptionΧΦ (Harry Bray would have been ~50yrs old at this time.) 
36 Fox op.cit., note 2, pg 16. 
37 Aboriginal Tribes of Australia; Their Terrain, Environmental Controls, Distribution, Limits, and Proper Names, by Norman B. 
Tindale. Australian National University Press, Canberra, 1974.  
Now digitised at https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/114913/2/b13565965.pdf . 
Tindale's interactive map viewable at https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230054338/view, which shows Arakwal territory stretching 
from Evans Head to Cape Byron, and Minyungbal territory from Cape Byron to Southport.  
And Arakwal definition at Arakwal (NSW) | SA Museum , which differs from the map (but see updated 1974 map page 28). 
38 New South Wales Aboriginal Place Names and Euphonious Words, with their Meanings, compiled by Frederick D. McCarthy 
and published by the Australian Museum 1952 and viewable at http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5736012/, the accompanying rough 
map showing Arakwal country occupying most of the Byron Shire. 
39 Fox op.cit., note 2, pg 16. όbƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦύ 

https://www.aboriginalculturalconcepts.com/her-story.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268632029
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/114913/2/b13565965.pdf
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230054338/view
https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/collection/archives/language_groups/arakwal
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5736012/
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Murwillumbah/Wollumbin, claim that they are the real ArakwalΧΦ40 Moreover, Tindale seems to have adopted 
Edward CurrΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨwƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ wƛǾŜǊΩ όfootnote 12, pg5) and coupled it with the Ballina-Byron coastal strip 
ό/ǳǊǊΩǎ Ψƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΩύ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ψ!Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΦ (Nor did Tindale acknowledge the existence of the 
ΨbȅŀƴƎōŀƭκbȅŀƴƎōǳƭΩ ƻŦ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀκ[ƻǿŜǊ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ whose territory stretches from Brunswick Heads in the north, 
through Byron Bay and Ballina, to Wardell and Cabbage Tree Island on the Richmond River, then to Evans Head in 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΧ claims Lois Cook, a Traditional Owner of Nyangbul Country.41) 
 

The Northern Star was ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƻōōȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ у!ǇǊмфлт ǘƘŀǘ King Bobby, of 
Burrumbin... was a native of between Tathro (Tallow) Creek and Cape Byron... and is credited with commanding a 
tribe of dusky heroes numbering between 130 and 150ΧΦ Iis ~55yr old son Harry Bray was the last of his tribe who 
buried his father near Tallow Beach..., but the Tweed Herald obituary of 4Apr1907 noted that Harry is not quite the 
last of his tribe, as he has a son about 14 years of age, who periodically deserts the parental mia-ƳƛŀΧΦ (Son Frank 
became a Tweed identity, while daughter Linda Kay and her descendants remained to carry on the family 
association with the Bay. IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ child, Elizabeth, settled on Cabbage Tree Island after marriage to a 
Dhungutti man, Robert Moran of Fattorini Island, Macleay River, in a CofE ceremony 20Dec1916 Smithtown.42) 
 

On 25Sep1888 Owen B. Wareham, long-serving secretary of the Byron Bay Progress Association and selector of 
'Tulawney' at Skinner's Shoot, wrote to the Colonial Secretary on behalf of three Aboriginal employees, Harry Bray, 
Tommy Dodd and George McCurdy, for a grant of forty acres of land..., ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ άLǎƭŀƴŘέ ƻŦ ōǊǳǎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘƛ-tree 
swamp, between the Coast range, and Byron Bay, originally selected by David Taylor, who, owing to the land 
becoming surrounded by water during heavy rain, abandoned his CP, and it became forfeited. I might state that the 
applicants are hard working intelligent men, and desire to possess this portion of land for the purpose of clearing, 
and converting it into a farm....43 Portion 6 of 40 acres on what later became Ewingsdale Road was duly promulgated 
as an Aborigine Reserve in the Government Gazette of 9Feb1889.44 

 
40 UNSETTLING ANTHROPOLOGY; THE DEMANDS OF NATIVE TITLE ON WORN CONCEPTS AND CHANGING LIVES, Edited by 
Toni Bauman and Gaynor Macdonald, published by AIATSIS 2011, pages 29-30. (Viewable at Unsettling anthropology: The 
demands of native title on worn concepts and changing lives (aiatsis.gov.au) ) 
  

 

41 At www.aboriginalculturalconcepts.com/her-story.html Ms Cook says The Brunswick river is the boundary between 
Nyangbul and Minyangbul tribes before settlementΧ, rather than Broken Head, which marked the start of the almost 
impenetrable ΨThree Mile ScrubΩΦ She says Gabenbah/Cavanbah means ΨǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǎŎǊǳōΩ. (See footnote 45.) 
Note also that the Bundjalung Council of Elders had given its imprimatur to Ψthe Brunswick River as the natural boundary for 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ¢ǊƛōǳƴŀƭΩ at https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Community/Indigenous-community/Welcome-to-Country-and-
Acknowledgement-of-Country-protocols , but this statement has now been removed from the Byron Shire website. 
And following the granting of native title rights to the Arakwal over the area up to and including the Brunswick River on 
30Apr2019, Delta Kay told the Bangalow Herald (pg 16 of Jun2019 edition) ǘƘŀǘ άThe Elders who formed the Bundjalung 
9ƭŘŜǊǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΧΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
groups before making the claimΦέ The neighbours are the Minjungbal in the north, the Widjabul to the west and, in the south, 
the Nyangbul peopleΧΦ όhttps://issuu.com/bangalowherald/docs/bangalow_herald_june_2019__1_ , pg 16.) 
[Guidelines for Elders intervention were spelt out in 2000 during arguments over climbing Mount Warning (Wollumbin) when 
John Roberts, a representative of the Bundjalung Council of Elders, stated that Under Bundjalung traditional lore, those tribes 
closest to the Wollumbin land have to take responsibility for itΧ, but because the Wollumbin Tribe were massacred in the 
1860s, the adjoining Tribes had to take over the Wollumbin landΧΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ŦǊŀǳŘΧ argued Harry Boyd, as the ΨWollumbin TribeΩ (Ngarakwal / Githabul) was still extant (and now living 
in historical Limbo like the Durungbil). See Mount Warning: Aboriginal claims about summit climb  and archived website 
https://web.archive.org/web/2011041901485  0/http://mountwarningwebcam.com/ ] 
 

 

42 On her marriage certificate Elizabeth ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ΨUnknown Bray and Clara BrownΩ. On /ƭŀǊŀΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 
informant Linda says she and Elizabeth were the children of Harry and Clara BrayΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜǊ 
parents were Harry Bray and Elizabeth Unknown.) 
 

43 The whole 'reserves saga' is preserved in State Records Office Box 20/7230, Item 90.7340. The documents quoted above 
can be found by wading through the 44 folios therein. (Copies available BVHS). 
 
 

44 NSW Government Gazettes of 9Feb1889, 31Aug1889, 3May1890, 25Jul1896, 10Aug1910, and 10Mar1916 promulgate 
changes in location and reserve status. Note that Parish Maps of the Parish of Byron initially show the new 40acre reserve 
delineated in the NW corner of portion 142 below Cooper's Shoot, thence portion 46 reduced to about 8 acres closer to 
Tallow Creek wef 9Sep1908, and revoked 11Apr1924.  
(The 2nd 40ac reserve was absorbed into portion 142 after cancellation via Gazette of 25Jul1896 because it had not been 
ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧΣ reported the SMH of 17Jan1896.) 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_pub/bauman-macdonald-2011-unsettling-anthropology_0_2.pdf
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_pub/bauman-macdonald-2011-unsettling-anthropology_0_2.pdf
http://www.aboriginalculturalconcepts.com/her-story.html
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Community/Indigenous-community/Welcome-to-Country-and-Acknowledgement-of-Country-protocols
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Community/Indigenous-community/Welcome-to-Country-and-Acknowledgement-of-Country-protocols
https://issuu.com/bangalowherald/docs/bangalow_herald_june_2019__1_
http://righttoclimb.blogspot.com/2021/02/mount-warning-aboriginal-claims-about.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20110419014850/http:/mountwarningwebcam.com/
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[By-the-bye, it was Owen Wareham ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƻōōƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ.ȅǊƻƴ 
.ŀȅΩ ƛƴ муфпΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ DŀȊŜǘǘŜ ƻŦ мф5ŜŎмуур ƘŀŘ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ/ŀǾǾŀƴōŀΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
mapped and named by Englishman Fred Poate, a Sydney-ōŀǎŜŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛŜƭŘ {ǘŀŦŦΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ-
DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ tƻŀǘŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψ/ŀǾǾŀƴōŀƘΩ 
locally is a mystery, but Archie Meston said Cape Byron was 'Gurimmbie' (ref Brisbane Courier on 9Feb1924), while 
Thomas Hewitt, proprietor of the Northern Star 1889-1915, said that Cape Byron (local dialect) is Kar-ran-bay... and 
"Karrahnbay".45 Dr SharpeΩǎ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ gabanbah ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜΩ ŦƻǊ Cavanbah; no meaning given; 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ΨǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŎǊǳōΩ,46 while Lois Cook ǎŀȅǎ ΨGabenbahΩ ƛǎ ŀ bȅŀƴƎōǳƭ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ψplace near the big scrubΩ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ŎƭŀƛƳ ΨCavanbahΩ ƛǎ ŀ aƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΩΦ όbƻǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/ŀǾŀƴōŀƘΩ ƛǎ ŀ 
place name still used in the Coffs Harbour district, first coming to notice in 1908. aŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
Minjungbal dialect area ranges from Currumbin to Cape Byron.) 
 

Nor is there any agreement on the original indigenous name for Brunswick Heads. Dr Sharpe says 'jurangbil' is a 
location name for the ΨBrunswick River; possibly durangbil or dirambulΩ, while in 1901 Henry French and Charlie 
Jarrett said 'Durumbil' means 'That Round Hill inside Brunswick Heads'.47 In the Northern Star ƻŦ олWŀƴмфоу /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ 

 
45 https://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/item-05 and Northern Star 16Nov1901. 
46 ΨCavanbahΩ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǿŜŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨBellynudgleΩύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ψƴƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΩ 
in the SoM Journal of 21Mar1903 under Ω[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ /ǳŘƎŜƴΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ǳŘƎƛƴƎōŜǊǊȅΦέ 
¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻa WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ нн!ǇǊмфло ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨList of native words used at Murwillumbah by the 
ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ά²ƛǊŀƴƎƛǊƻƘέ όŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ψƴƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΩ and ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨBillynudgleΩΦύ 
(No edition of the SOM journal ever published a άList of native words used at Byron Bay by the blacks who call 
themselvesΧΦέύ 
47 https://indigenous.sl.nsw.gov.au/collection-items/royal-anthropological-society-australasia , pag26. 

 
This photo is annotated 'Bobby, King of Bumberline', with son Harry's wife Clara and her children Linda and Peter*, and 

'Alice, 1st wife of Harry Bray' όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ΨBobby BumberbinΩύΦ 
 It was taken 26Sep1901 at the First Norco Picnic at Byron Bay, attended by 500 people.  

(*Peter, the son of Alice, died young. Frank Bray, son of Harry and Clara, died 1934 Fingal, allegedly aged 43. A Sunday 
Mail ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ мл5ŜŎмфооΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨHumpies and GunyahsΩΣ says There are only two full-blooded aborigines on the Tweed River 
now ς Frank Bray and Billy BlucherΧ, the latter recorded Byron Bay Nov1900, and allegedly related to Charlotte Williams.)     
[Harry (1850-1922), wife Clara (1862-1922) and daughter Elizabeth (1894-1953) ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ .ƻōōȅ .ǊŀȅΩǎ мфлт ŘŜŀǘƘ 
certificate compiled by Snr Const Stephens, oic Police Patrol District of Byron Bay 1905-16, who recorded ǘƘŀǘ .ƻōōȅΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ΨNot KnownΩΚ (And in мфнн {Ǝǘ IƻǿŀǊǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŀǊǊȅ .ǊŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨunknownΩ?)]  

(Photo courtesy State Library of NSW) 

https://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/item-05-aboriginal-words-and-names-chiefly-upper-clarence-river-dialect-collected-thomas-27
https://indigenous.sl.nsw.gov.au/collection-items/royal-anthropological-society-australasia-files-regarding-aboriginal-place-names-44#&gid=1&pid=26
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nephew, Bernard Jarrett, said The aboriginal name for Brunswick Heads is Durring (Mr Jarrett is not certain of the 
ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ άōǳǎƘ ǊŀǘΦέ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ IŜŀŘΦ] 
 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ŀǊŜƘŀƳΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Thomas Ewing MLA alerted the Department of Lands to the fact that the 
Reserve ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ōŀǎŜ ƎǊŀǾŜƭΦ ΨTemporary Salaried Surveyor R.N. SomervilleΩ ƻŦ 
the Lismore Land District Office reported on 31May1889 that the Road referred to is a proposed main thoroughfare 
leading from Mullumbimby to Byron Bay and has been laid out by the Works Department ready for construction at 
an early date.... It is the only stone near this portion of the proposed road and if not granted to the Roads 
Department will by increasing haulage considerably increase the cost of construction and maintenance. 
 

The Aborigines have done 
nothing as yet on the land 
and Mr Wareham informs 
me the leader or prime 
mover of the three ς Harry 
Bray ς is now at work on 
the Tweed 40 miles distant. 
Without the proposed road 
the land would be as 
useless to the aborigines as 
to Taylor who selected it 
originally.... Should the idea 
of farming remain 
permanent with the 
aborigines and not proved 
one of their passing whims I 
have no doubt equally 
suitable land could be 
found for their occupation 
in the same 
neighbourhood. 
 

Constable Andrews of 
Brunswick Heads reported on 20Aug1889 that he visited the Aborigines Reserve at Byron Bay and found on it two 
!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ άBerringέ ŀƴŘ άTommyέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǎŎǊǳō ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŜƭƭŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ с ŀŎǊŜǎΦ 
ά.ŜǊǊƛƴƎέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƘƛƳ 
for his labor. The Constable also saw Mr O.B. Wareham J.P. at Byron Bay (who employed the three Aborigines) 48 
and he suggested that if the Government wanted any of the earth or rubble for road purposes that only a small 
portion of the reserve be resumed, and that he thought that the Aborigines would not object to the Government 
taking what they required for roads purposesΧ. In the event of the Government deciding to cancel this reserve, the 
Constable would recommend at Cape Byron a site which was once leased to David Jarman for hotel purposes. It is 
situated about half a mile from the eastern boundary of the village of Cavanba. There is fairly good soil there, well 
sheltered, and plenty of fresh water. The aborigines would also be in a far better position to obtain fish. An area of 
about 20 acres would be sufficient.... 
 
Surveyor Somerville was then tasked with finding another spot and, ignoring Const Andrews' recommendation, 
reported on 20Feb1890 that his new 40 acre site below Coopers Shoot (present Golf Course) is well watered, is of 
easy access by the drawing road shown on tracing and embraces a low hardwood spur for building on, and good 
flat for cultivation. It is situated 2¼ miles from Byron Bay township, where is also the nearest public house ς I would 
think this far enough, and yet not too far, for the blacks must live to a certain extent on the assistance of the whites. 

 
48 Time and Tide Again; A History of Byron Bay by Maurice Ryan and Robert Smith, Northern Rivers Press 2001, pg 80, states 
that the Fred Wareham diaries of 1890 record 'Harry, Tommy, Boydie and George brushing on Owen's flats.' Boydie and 
George are likely to be the brothers McCurdy, and 'Boydie' is also likely to be the same 'Brodie McCurdy' who features in the 
Northern Star of 13Feb1905, and is possibly aka 'Berring'? The Diaries imply Harry Bray was the only semi-permanent 
employee, while most others were transients or part-timers. (And Tommy Dodd features at Brunswick, Byron and Ballina 
over the period 1884-фтΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀǎ ΨWƛƳƳȅ 5ƻŘŘΩΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ΨǳƴǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΩ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘȅƛƴƎ мфмн aƻǊƛǎǎŜǘ !ǎȅƭǳƳΣ ŀƎŜŘ ррΦύ 

 
Staged play-acting by uninitiated Aboriginals, purportedly Byron Bay 1890. If so, they were 

possibly employees of the Warehams induced to 'go native' by photographer William 
Livermore (1854 London-1925 Cremorne), Grafton-based 1888-1891 thence Sydney. (See 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ Ψ{ǳǎǇŜŎǘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ tƘƻǘƻǎΩ ŀǘ  Newsletter-April-2026.pdf) 
(Courtesy Ryan and Smith via 'Time and Tide Again; A history of Byron Bay') 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/160.-Newsletter-April-2026.pdf
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From enquires on the spot it would appear there are no blacks really resident in the locality, they are frequently 
away camping or working on the Richmond or Tweed Rivers. Twelve seems to be the outside number of adults that 
may be said to frequent the neighbourhood, and it is unnecessary to provide for more.... The only objection that I 
heard of is the additional drainage into Tallow Creek, and this is a very slight one for it is more than probable the 
blacks will have died out before these waters are ever used for supply purposes. This site is also about ½ mile from 
a possible future Railway Station, but the Railway Station is far enough distant.... The new site was promulgated by 
the Gazette of 3May1890. 

 

However, the 1954 manuscript Aborigines at Byron Bay 49 ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ YƛƴƎ .ƻōōƛŜΩǎ large camp at 
Byron Bay was not far from the site of the present Council Chambers (cnr Fletcher and Lawson). It is about where 
.ŜŀǎƭŜȅΩǎ .ŀƪŜ Shop now stands. About 1896 there were 70 blacks of the Bumberbin tribe camped thereΧΣ ǿƘƻ 
were probably sojourners from around the region, gathered for some ceremonial/social occasion (unless the 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǎŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ муфс 
records only 4 όΨŦǳƭƭ-ōƭƻƻŘΩύ Aboriginals at the Bay.50 !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ плŀŎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ {Ƙƻƻǘ 
was revoked that year because nobody was making use of the place.)  

 
49 One page document by unknown author, but probably Marjorie Oakes, is held in RRHS file BB-10. 
50 69yr old Stan Cross ƛƴ Ψ.ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ aǊ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ aΦwΦ /Ǌƻǎǎ ǘƻ aǊǎ tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜΩ, 1954, RRHS. Stan was 10/11yrs old 
when the family settled at the Bay. Referenced by Dr Brett Stubbs along with the APB report on page 3 of 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268632029_History_of_the_Cape_Byron_Lightstation_Precinct 
(On the same page Dr Stubbs also references Harry BrayΩǎ ΨDǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΩ ŀƭƛŀǎύΦ 

 
'The Pass' / 'Palm Valley' / Currenba, ~1910.  

(At this time the site was known as 'Brook's Farm' and 'Picnic Grounds', but what might have been had Constable 
Andrews' recommendation been acted upon? It is now part of the Arakwal National Park, where a surviving midden and 

campsite at Palm Valley was estimated to be up to 1000yrs old by Archaeologist Jacqueline Collins in 1994.)  
(It was the site of the first white settlement at Byron Bay, from where the cedar was rafted from the beach below and where 
the teamsters and timber-getters presumably camped. In 1883 David Jarman came from the Brunswick to establish the first 
hotel here in an old cedar-getters hut, the site also providing a convenient source of fresh water from a nearby well. (George 
Brook, who came from Qld in the late 1880s, died at his residence near the 'Picnic Grounds' Jan1914, aged 74. In Aug1938 
fire destroyed One of the oldest buildings in the Byron Bay district..., a 4-roomed cottage occupied by the Field family situated 
on the picnic grounds about a mile from town on what was originally the first township site... and was used in the early days 
as an hotel.)                                      (Courtesy Richmond River Historical Society) 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268632029_History_of_the_Cape_Byron_Lightstation_Precinct
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(A different slant on the reserve saga was taken 28yrs later when Byron Shire Council opened the 'Island Quarry' 
on Ewingsdale Road, which was formerly set apart for aboriginals'..., but they never took kindly to it, and eventually 
abandoned it altogether for a site on the heath near Broken Head, which is their present headquarters, said the 
Northern Star of 10Jul1918. In the meantime, the place had been temporarily leased to Harry Everitt.) 
 

The reserve site had been reduced to about 8 acres nearer Tallow Creek by 1908, at which time tenders were called 
for a two-storied cottage with brick chimneys and verandah, for the last of an aboriginal tribe, Harry Bray and his 
family, near Tallow Beach. Lately a small reserve had been set apart at that place for aborigines. Twelve years ago, 
when they were much more numerous, a place called the Island, on the Tyagarah Bay swamps, was set apart....51 
 

Conversely, Archie Meston, reminiscing to the Richmond River Herald on 19May1922 upon the death of John Perry 
MLC, said last week there was a record of the death of an aboriginal woman (Clara Bray, aged 58) ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇŜ .ȅǊƻƴ ǘǊƛōŜέΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ /ŀǇŜ .ȅǊƻƴ ǘǊƛōŜΣ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ 
ōƭŀŎƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ άaƛƴȅŀƘƎƻ-ǿŀƭƭƻƘέ ǘǊƛōŜ..., ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
'Minjungbal People' centred on the Brunswick and embracing both Durungbil/Durrungbul and Bumberin/Arakwal 
clans όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘΩǎ DƻƻŘƧƛƴōǳǊǊŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƭ-gi-ƎƛƴΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨaƛƴƧǳƴƎōŀƭΩ ȅƻǳ ŦŀǾƻǳǊύΦ 
About 60 of that tribe were there in a temporary hunting and fishing camp when I passed the cape in 1874, the year 
of my first interview with John Perry....  

  

Also reminiscing in 1922 was 80yr old James Ainsworth,52 retired cedar-getter and teamster of Ballina, who said The 
hunting ground of the Ballina tribes extended north to Broken Head and back from the beaches to the Big Scrub.... 
King Bobby also took part in several tribal fights with Richmond and Tweed blacks..., and allegedly ascended the 
throne of Bumberbin..., after his father died in a clash against a tribe from Wilson's Creek, known as Burahs.... 
.ƻōōȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ Harry Bray inherits the estate, which extends from Broken Head to Cape Byron, and bounded on the 
west by the South Arm of the Brunswick River..., which peters out around Ewingsdale.53 
 

 
51 Northern Star 10Jun1908, 27Jun1908 and SMH 29Jun1908. (In 1908 the Board for the Protection of Aborigines said that of 
the 6FB and 2HC at Byron Bay, 2 adults and 2 children were receiving aid, consisting of ΨǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǘΩ. Reference 
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-53849807) 
52 Casino and Kyogle Courier of 7Oct1922. (Note: Ainsworth, who ranged as far as the Brunswick and often featured in the 
Glascott Diaries, wrote 7 'reminiscing articles', serialised over the period 2Sep-11Nov1922.) 
53 Brisbane Telegraph ƻŦ мн!ǇǊмфлтΣ ǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎ YƛƴƎ .ƻōōȅΩǎ ƻōƛǘǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Tweed Herald of 4Apr1907. (And could the 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪκ.ǳǊŀƘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ be conflated with the ΨaǳǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ /ǊŜŜƪΩ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ƻŦ мупрΚ wŜŦ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜ сΣ ǇƎрΦύ 

 
Alleged gathering of Aborigines from around the region at the Byron Bay Creamery Picnic 1901. 
όΨLunch was provided on a very liberal scale free to allΧΩΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ Northern Star of 28Sep1901.) 

[Courtesy Jolanda Nayutah and Gail Finlay in άMinjungbal; The Aborigines and Islanders of the Tweed Valleyέ,  
published by North Coast Institute For Aboriginal Community Education 1988. (Note that this photo is also claimed to 

ŘŜǇƛŎǘ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ²Ŝǎǘ .ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǘŜ муулǎΦ)] 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-53849807
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The fate of the luxurious ΨŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΩ όŀ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ-roomed hut) is a mystery, but on 15May1919 Missionary 
Leslie G. Ogilvie of Fingal told the Northern Star that old Harry Bray, the last of his tribe, lives in a Government-
erected, unlined hovel, similar to those already described, which is situated on the edge of a swamp..., and that 
IŀǊǊȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘΩ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ small camp... containing about 20 natives, mainly from the Richmond. 
 

In 1915 the camp at Broken Head 
accommodated about 9 residents, but only 
Harry Bray and his family and old Geebong 
(sic) continually occupy the site.54 In the 
1860s-70s ΨGeelongΩ was an employee of 
Ballina-based cedar merchant Charlie 
Jarrett (the uncle of brothers James and 
Bernard above). He also spent many years 
at the Tyagarah cedar-getters' camp in the 
employ of George Johnson, the brother of 
'Cudgery Jack' Johnson, the only 
whitefella of Tyagarah (aka Targourah 
/Tagara) to enrol to vote in 1871. The old 
darkie had been failing this last year or two 
and died 21Mar1917 at his camp near 
IŀǊǊȅ .ǊŀȅΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ...,55 
his death certificate details provided by 
Harry Bray and witnessed by Clara Bray, 
Alex Ferguson (aged 40/50) and Sgt 
Sullivan. (Queensland-born Harry called 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴŎƭŜΩ ƻŦ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀ-born 
ΨDŜŜƭƻƴƎΩΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƎŜ ƘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ст ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ Ψ.ƛƭƭȅΩΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 
ΨǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΩύΦ (The name ΨDŜŜƭƻƴƎΩ ƻǊ 
variants does not appear in the Glascott 
Diaries.) 
 

Harry Bray died at his Broken Head camp 
in Oct1922, aged 72. He had been 13yrs old 
and known as 'Grasshopper' when starting 
work with Joshua Bray at Kynnumboon on 
the Tweed in 1863,56 later spending some 
time in the employ of Joshua's brother 
James at Dunbible, his duties including 
acting as carer for James' son, Harry 
Granville Bray, born 1869 Tweed River. It's 
understood Harry adopted the name of his 
charge sometime in the 1870s.57 .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
mystery when and where his father Bobby 
adopted the Bray surname, if not also a 
Bray employee. [Note that As a child, King 
Harry had been educated by Mrs Joshua 
Bray (nee Gertrude Nixon, brother of Fred of Brunswick) with her own children at 'Kynnumboon' and spoke perfect 
English....58 Gertrude arrived on the Tweed in 1866 and her first child was born 1867 when Grasshopper was already 

 
54 Northern Star of 18Sep1915. 
55 Northern Star 24Mar1917. (Another recent death at the Bray camp was 50yr old Jacky Williams in Mar1912, originally from 
ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ Ψ[ƻǿŜǊ wƛǾŜǊǎΩΦ) 
56 'Historical Manuscript of the Tweed' by H.W. Denning, Tweed Shire Council 1990, pg 26. 
57 SMH 24Oct1922, letter from Harry Bray, son of James. 
58 Bundjalung Jugun. Bundjalung Country, by Jennifer HoffΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ wwI{ нллсΣ ǇŀƎŜ пмΦ όIŀǊǊȅ .ǊŀȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
Kynnumboon also cited in 'Aborigines at Byron Bay', a 1954 manuscript held RRHS, probably authored by Marjorie Oakes.) 

 
Linda, Harry and Clara Bray, ~1918. 

Harry (aged ~32) and Clara (aged ~18) were married ~1882 Nerang, Qld.  
ώIŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ Sgt Robert Howarth, oic Police 

Patrol District of Byron Bay 1917-24, also says Harry was born in 
Queensland, parents unknown, and begat 5 children, 3 of whom were 

living in 1922, viz Elizabeth aged 28, Frank 25 and Linda 19.  
/ƭŀǊŀΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ рƳǘƘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ [ƛƴŘŀ 
and witnessed by Howarth, states Clara, nee Brown, was born ~1862 

Woodburn and married ~1880 Nerang. 
In 1923 Linda (1903-1955) married Jimmy Kay (1896-1977) and begat 13 
children, 4 of whom, Lorna (1924-2005), Dulcie (1929-2021), Linda (1938-
2009) and Yvonne (1945-1998), initiated the Arakwal Native Title Claims.] 

(Courtesy Ryan & Smith via 'Time and Tide Again') 
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16/17yrs old. TƘŜ ΨGray-.Ǌŀȅ ²ƻǊƪ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎΩ record that ΨGertrude commenced to teach the childrenΧ on 5Aug1866, 
probably meaning those of the white employees. Lƴ мфлт IŀǊǊȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ΨȄΩ ƳŀǊƪ, 
ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ] 
 

The James Bray family relocated to Armidale in 1875, by which time Harry may have made an interim move to the 
Brunswick/Byron district.59 He was certainly resident in the Byron Bay area by at least 1888 as an employee of Fred 
Wareham, selector of 'Koreelah' at Skinners Shoot, who appears to be the first to have formally recorded his name 
as Harry Bray.60 Upon the death of King Bobby Harry Bray was anxious that the Aborigines Protection Board should 
officially recognise him as king of the district, and grant permission that the official ceremony of installing him in 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘΧ and it is understood that the ceremony took place on Empire DayΧΦ A request was also 
granted that a medal should be supplied to the new potentate, as a distinguishing badge, in lieu of the inscribed 
metallic crescent worn by his predecessorΧΦ όǊŜŦ Grafton Argus of 4Jul1907). Harry went on to take an Indigenous 
leadership position in the wider region, playing host to quite a gathering of the dusky race, approximately 100, 
including piccaninnies and half-casts... from all over the region on Australia Day 1917. (Upon the death of his 
daughter Linda Kay in Jan1953, the Northern Star asserted that as king of the tribe Harry Bray had been entitled to 
wear the King Billy medallion, but He did not exercise this right, which had, however, been zealously done by his 
fatherΧΦ In The Destruction of Aboriginal Society (ANU, 1970, pg 25, at b12160490.pdf), C.D. Rowley asserts that 
the ΨYƛƴƎ .ƛƭƭȅǎΩΧ were contemptuously-givenΧ ornamentsΧΦ) 
 

Epilogue 
 

The census of 1871 had recorded a total of 70 Aboriginals resident on the ill-ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΣ 
James Rowland, took an inland route through the trackless bush from James Bray's Dunbible property and his tally 
possibly included the Indigenous encountered along the way at such places as Burringbar and Mooball.61 A total of 
135 Aboriginals were found across the whole census area, exclusive of an estimated 50 who were on 'walkabout' 
ƛƴ vƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ.ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ōƛƎ Ϥпл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ мутс ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ мпф 
Aboriginals, presumably over the same area and none on walkabout. On 4Jun1890 the Northern Star published 
figures supplied by Bishop Doyle ƻŦ [ƛǎƳƻǊŜΣ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ млл ΨCǳƭƭ-.ƭƻƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ ну ΨIŀƭŦ-/ŀǎǘŜΩ Aboriginals ƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
¢ǿŜŜŘΩ όǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Broken Head).  
 

In an article on The Tweed and its Surrounding Districts on 29Dec1891, the SMH said The last census returns 
(Apr1891) show that there are in the district 2460 Europeans, 140 kanakas, and 93 aboriginals, and the majority of 
ǘƘŜƳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΧΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ΨThe TweedΩ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ мл ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΦ ό/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ various Parishes of the Tweed show 91 Aboriginals, inclusive of 15 
ΨIŀƭŦ /ŀǎǘŜǎΩ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ aǳǊǿƛƭƭǳƳōŀƘΦύ Conversely, the Northern Star of 25Jun1892 said 
The report for 1891 of the Board for the Protection of Aborigines... shows the Number of aborigines in the (Tweed 
River) District (encompassing the Patrol Districts of Cudgen, Murwillumbah, Tumbulgum) is 125 ς 93 full-blood, and 
32 half-castesΧΦ 9ƛƎƘǘ ƻƭŘ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΧΦ bƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 
instruction, five only of school age live within a radius of five miles of a school. All aboriginals are supplied annually 

 
59 LǘΩǎ Ǉrobable ǘƘŀǘ ΨGrasshopperΩ ƛǎ ΨGrassmanΩ, referred to by Glascott in 1873. On 10Sep1873 he records that The 
Blackfellow Old Barney came to us at Possum Creek & agreed to come road cutting for us tomorrow & to bring whatever 
other blacks he could get to comeΧΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ Barney ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ΨGrassmanΩ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
Ψthree young blacksΩΦ Ultimately there were ΨǎƛȄ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΩ ƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǇŀƛŘ ƻŦŦΩ on 29Sep1873. 
Lƴ ΨThe Bray Family PapersΩ at 118.-Newsletter-June-2022.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au) Joshua Bray also refers to 
ΨDǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΩ ŀǎ ΨDǊŀǎǎƳŀƴΩ in a letter of 1Jan1864. A letter of 25Nov1872 is the ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨDǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΩ on the Tweed, 
giving some credibility to his appearance in the Brunswick district as DƭŀǎŎƻǘǘΩǎ ΨDǊŀǎǎƳŀƴΩ 10mths later. His alter ego, Qld-
born Harry Bray, would have been ~22yrs old at this time, and later married Nerang ~1880/82 before recorded back in Byron. 
[ΨOld BarneyΩ ƛǎ Ψ.ŀǊƴŜȅ hΩYŜŜŦŜΩΣ Ψa well-known Blackfellow in BallinaΩ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ !ǳƎмуфу .ŀƭƭƛƴŀΦ όwŜŦ Clarence and 
Richmond Examiner 15May1894, Windsor and Richmond Gazette of 10Nov1894, Armidale Express of 30Aug1898, and 
previous pages 9 and 11).] 
The road in question was an extension of that from Possum Creek to Brunswick, built for Edmund Ross in Nov1872, for which 
DƭŀǎŎƻǘǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ Ψthe Black 5ǊǳƳōƭŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜȅΩ.  
60 'Time and Tide; a history of Byron Bay' by Maurice Ryan, 1984, pg 100. (Copy available BVHS). The Warehams were major 
employers at the Bay, implied the SMH on 29Dec1891, recording that At Byron Bay the chief timber sent away is pine, of 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ ²ŀǊŜƘŀƳ .Ǌƻǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΧΦ 
61 Mary Kinsman in her 2007 book Joshua Bray; A Tweed Valley Pioneer, says the census was conducted between the Qld 
ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ wƻǿƭŀƴŘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ¢ȅŀƎŀǊŀƘ and Byron if his charter was to poll the Police 
District of Tweed River. 

file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/b12160490.pdf
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/118.-Newsletter-June-2022.pdf
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ǿƛǘƘ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦΧ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǉǳƻǊΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊǳƭŜΣ ƛǎ 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ YŀƴŀƪŀǎΦΧ ²ƘŜƴ ƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 
anotherΧΦ όhƴ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ, which possibly included Brunswick, ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ¦ǇǇŜǊ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
Creek, there were 365 FB and 129 HC, down from 671 recorded in 1871.) 
 

Using these and other figures, Ian Fox and Kyle Slabb62 reached the horrifying conclusion that within 50 years of 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фл҈ ƻŦ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΧ, mainly 
due to the ravages of smallpox. The scale of this tragedy very nearly defies comprehensionΧΦ With a generous 
ƎǳŜǎǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ the combined Brunswick group, if not specifically the Du-rung-bil Clan, could have 
mustered around 600 on that fateful day the first Caucasian turned up to herald a new way-of-life for the Brunswick. 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ whitefella knowledge of the .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΩǎ First People. Unfortunately, no Durungbil 
descendant could be traced to give an Indigenous perspective to the pre and post colonisation story. Nor is there 
any public information on archaeological digs or carbon dating carried out on significant sites to add factual detail 
to pre-colonisation history. Such information is deemed confidential and not available to BVHS.63  

 
62 Fox and Slabb op.cit note 6, pg 108. 
63 Ref http://byron.infocouncil.biz/Open/2017/11/AMUAC_21112017_AGN_745_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm , Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Study, pg 12, para 4.3: Council staff understand the confidential nature of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage information 
and have taken steps to protect this information by creating a confidential folder in its records management system. Only 
three staff within the organisation have authority to access the confidential folder and the files cannot be printed. 

 
Arakwal and Widjabul Wia-bal Native Title Areas 

(The border mostly follows Kooyum Range, Coolamon Scenic Drive and Friday Hut Road) 
Arakwal Consent Determination made by the Federal Court 30Apr2019 over 242 sq kms, including all of the Tyagarah 
Nature Reserve, jointly managed with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service in accordance with revised ILUA 2.  

Widjabul Wia-bal Consent Determination made on 19Dec2022 over 1559 sq kms. 
ό¢ƘŜ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ōŀǎŜǎ ŀǎ ΨThe Bundjalung of Byron Bay ς Arakwal Bumbelin PeopleΩ) 

http://byron.infocouncil.biz/Open/2017/11/AMUAC_21112017_AGN_745_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm
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hƴ мсhŎǘмффуΣ .ȅǊƻƴ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ΨIŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ first 
Council in New South Wales to establish such a formal relationship with its original inhabitants.64 On 28May2012 
the Council signed a 'Statement of Commitment' reinforcing the Bundjalung of Byron Bay Aboriginal-Arakwal People 
as traditional owners and custodians within this local Government area....65 On 8Jul2013 Council signed a 
ΨaŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩ which, inter alia, stated that In 2001 a third native Title Claim was lodged when 
it became apparent that evidence provided during the negotiations over the first two claims was applicable to 
additional areas outside the existing claims. This included lands up to Brunswick HeadsΧΦ66 όǘƘŜ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ 
unavailable to BVHS). On 30Apr2019 Judge Robertson granted native title rights to the Bundjalung of Byron Bay 
Aboriginal Corporation (Arakwal) over the area up to and including the Brunswick River as per the above map,67 
creating considerable ambiguity for the historical status of the Durungbil and Minjungbal. [¢ƘŜ ΨLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘΩ 
at the Mullumbimby Gateway Rotunda is now headed ΨWELCOME TO ARAKWAL COUNTRYΩΧ and concludes with 
Bundjalung of Byron Bay Arakwal people are the recognised traditional custodians of the Byron Shire area.] 
 

 
64 E201873794-ABORIGINAL-HEADS-OF-AGREEMENT-1998-Byron-Shire-Council-and-the-Arakwal-People.pdf  (The agreement 
was signed by Mayor Ian Kingston and witnessed by NSW Premier Bob Carr, the event accompanied by a brief Aboriginal 
history of Byron Bay delivered by anthropologist Inge Riebe. Story on Echo ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻ нлhŎǘмффуΦ wƛŜōŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
published in two parts in the Byron Shire Echo editions of 3 and 10Nov1998).  
65 E201853589-Aboriginal-Statement-of-Commitment-Signed-2012.pdf and reported in the Echo of 29May2012 (at 
https://www.echo.net.au/2012/05/byron-and-bundjalung-in-historic-commitment/ ) 
66 https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/45297747/memorandum-of-understanding-byron-shire-council, page 2/3. 
! ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨArakwal Native Title ClaimΩ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b{² tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 5ŜōŀǘŜ ƻŦ нмbƻǾнлмф ŀǘ 
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Hansard/Pages/HansardResult.aspx#/docid/HANSARD-1323879322-109257/link/31 . 
67 Judge Robertson heard evidence from various affidavits, mostly from descendants of Harry Bray, and anthropological 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψw9!{hb{ Chw W¦5D9a9b¢Ω at http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-
bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2019/527.html 

 

The latest development is a Native Title Claim by the 
ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ΨWollumbin Bundjalung PeopleΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
portion of Byron Shire, compounding the uncertainty for the 
status of the Minjungbal People and leaving the Durungbil 
Clan straddling the territories of two different Bundjalung 
groups (and making mischief for the Yugambeh). 

(Courtesy Koori Mail advert Jan2020) 

 
DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨBundjalung of Byron Bay Aboriginal 
Corporation (Arakwal)Ω ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘƻǳǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ 

Torakina Park, Brunswick Heads, on 30Apr2019. 
[More than 300 people from across the Bundjalung nation 
gathered at Torakina Reserve for the historic 
announcementΧ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘΣ which for the first 
time gives native title rights to the Bundjalung People of 
Byron Bay. The claim area covers land from Broken Head 
to Brunswick Heads, including Australia's most easterly 
point at Cape Byron and the hinterland town of 
BangalowΧΦ The (Federal Court) convoy moved from the 
Ironbark campsite in Byron (once home to Linda and 
Jimmy Kay and family)Χ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇŜΧΣ ǘƘŜƴŎŜ The PassΧΣ 
and finally coming to rest at the Brunswick River where the 
court convened before Justice RobertsonΧΣ ǿƘƻ handed 
down the determinationΧΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ cheers 
and tears of joyΧ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ Byron Shire Echo of 1May2019.] 

(Courtesy Office of the Registrar of Indigenous 
Corporations) 

file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/E201873794-ABORIGINAL-HEADS-OF-AGREEMENT-1998-Byron-Shire-Council-and-the-Arakwal-People.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/E201853589-Aboriginal-Statement-of-Commitment-Signed-2012.pdf
https://www.echo.net.au/2012/05/byron-and-bundjalung-in-historic-commitment/
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/45297747/memorandum-of-understanding-byron-shire-council
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Hansard/Pages/HansardResult.aspx#/docid/HANSARD-1323879322-109257/link/31
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2019/527.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2019/527.html
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Whilst Judge Robertson noted that There are no overlapping or competing native title applications covering any 
part of the land or waters covered by the application and no Indigenous or other respondents opposing the 
applicationΧΣ the following is recorded for historical purposes:  
 

The Aftermath 
 

In a letter-to-the-editor of the Byron Shire Echo on 16Jul2002 Shaun Backo of Billinudgel said I am a member of the 
local Durrumbil People and as such I am within my rights to inform you of a few facts. Firstly, there are two (yes, 
two!) tribes in the Byron Shire, being the Durrumbil, whose grounds run from Wooyung to Tyagarah, and the 
Arakwal whose grounds run from Byron Bay to near BallinaΧΦ  
 

Shaun came to prominence upon 
formation of the Brunswick Valley 
Reconciliation Group in 2001, 
becoming joint chairperson along 
with his uncle Darren Ivey and 
DarrenΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ Marie Hamilton, 
granddaughter of Hannah of New 
.ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ΨŦǳƭƭ-ōƭƻƻŘΩ 
Aboriginal in the Brunswick Valley.68 
(Also active on the committee was 
Lauren Jarrett, another 
granddaughter of Hannah Hamilton 
and interconnected with the Iveys). 
Shaun quickly identified himself as 
ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ǳǊǊǳƳōǳƭ 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ƴŎƭŜ 
Darren occupied the Roundhouse 
site at Ocean Shores, declaring it a 
sacred menΩs site and proposing that 
a community cultural centre be built 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
intention to sell it for an eleven-lot 
residential subdivision. 

 
68 Hannah Hamilton (nee Williams/Brady/Langham/?) (1880 Bribie Island/Tewantin/Wide-Bay - 1972 Coolangatta), said to be 
of the Yagarabul Clan, illustrates the interconnections between the South Sea Islanders and Aboriginals in the wider area. She 
is claimed to be the daughter of Lizzie McBride (1856 Boonah ς 1957 Woodenbong), who is variously described as being the 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ΨKitty of the Kalibal/Galibal GroupΩ, ΨKitty of the Richmond River TribeΩΧΦ [Perhaps this Kitty is the same matriarch 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ/Ƙ-[ƻƴƎ YƛǘǘȅΩ /ƭŀƴ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀŘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘƛŜŘ мфмф {ǘƻƴŜȅ DǳƭƭȅΦ όǊŜŦ ǇƎǎ р ŀƴŘ оп ŀƴŘ footnote 76).] 
Lizzie serially married brothers Hughie Williams (1856 Woodenbong - мфпм YȅƻƎƭŜύ ŀƴŘ ΨDoctor AborigineΩ Williams (1856 
Woodenbong ς 1929 Woodenbong) the sons of Billie Yagoi Williams (1800-1867 Woodenbong) and Boobinday, aka 
Ngarakbul Mary, Mary Michulty and Mary Brown. The Williams brothers are said to have established Woodenbong, aka 
Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ¢ƻǿƴΩ όref Dawn Magazine of Jul1962 at Volume 11 Issue 7, Page 7 (aiatsis.gov.au).) 
Hughie, in his 2nd marriage to Lena (Lysndja) Weekly (born Elbow Valley or North West of Killarney, Qld - died 1909 NSW), 
begat Euston Williams (1885 ς 1961 Woodenbong) who married Charlotte Brown, allegedly born 1885 Taylors Lake, Suffolk 
Park, to Mary Brown/Michulty in her 2nd marriage to Thomas V. Close (prior to her 3rd marriage to Billy Brown).    
The family connections came full circle when Euston and Charlotte settled near Hannah at Billinudgel, as did their prominent 
daughter Millie Clare Boyd (1906 Stoney Gully ς 1994 Woodenbong) and her equally prominent children Marlene and Harry. 
Meanwhile, Hannah Hamilton was educated at Myora Mission, Stradbroke Island, and from ~1894 at Cranbrook Aboriginal 
Girls Home in Brisbane, from where she absconded in 1902 and subsequently made her way to Sydney, thence Billinudgel 
around 1912. (See Link-Up Magazine of Jun2015 at Volume 14 Link-Up (Qld) Newsletter.pdf). She eventually settled at New 
.ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳƳǇȅ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŀƴŘ ŘǳƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ 
of Redgate Road, just south of the South Golden Beach Community Centre, supporting herself and family as a cleaner at Ma 
wƛƴƎΩǎ Ǉǳō ŀǘ .ƛƭƭƛƴǳŘƎŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ /ƻƻƭŀƴƎŀǘǘŀ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ мфтнΣ ŀƎŜŘ фоΦ 
One known Islander connection came through grandson Aubrey Fred Parsons (1926 Jacobs Well, Qld ς 2006 Tweed Heads), 
who married Audrey Zella Slockee (1926 Cudgen ς 1959 Tweed Heads), daughter of George Slockee and Emily Watego. 

 
STAYING PUT: Brunswick Valley Reconciliation Group leader Shaun Backo (left) 
and his uncle, Delton Ivey, are refusing council demands to leave the Roundhouse 
site at Ocean ShoresΧΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5!Σ the Durrumbil people await 
the result of requests to the National Parks and Wildlife Service to survey the site 
for cultural heritage, and to Bundjalung elders for advice on the next step to take. 

(Ref Northern Star of 17May2002.) 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/digitised_collections/dawn_index/v11/s07/9.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/Volume%2014%20Link-Up%20(Qld)%20Newsletter.pdf
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Thanks to Darren Ivey and his interview with the Byron Shire Echo (17Jun2003) we now learn that remnants of the 
Durungbil Clan may have been sheltering under the umbrella of the local South Sea Islander Community (Darren 
himself being the grandson of Eva ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘΩǎ bƎŀǊŀƎōŀƭ/Ngarakwal People, if not the Goodjinburra Clan). (Ian 
Fox and Kyle Slabb also make the point that Aboriginal people and South Sea Islander people were connected with 
a common purpose through the employment opportunities of that time. It must also be said that both groups were 
united, too, in bearing the brunt of any racial prejudice and segregation. Through the generations, shared bonds 
were strengthened by way of tight-knit friendships, shared community and intermarriageΧΦ69 And Dr Margaret 
Sharpe says many people of Kanaka descentΧ came across the border to New South Wales and intermarried with 
people in the Nganduwal and Minyangbal areas, which contributed to loss of the language.70) 
 

The South Sea Islanders (loosely grouped as ΨYŀƴŀƪŀǎΩύ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ the late 
1880s after drifting down from multicultural Cudgen where the most extraordinary mixture of tongues, peoples, 
and nations is to be found among the 110 men employed at the Cudgen mill. Interspersed with a small proportion 
of whites, there are kanakas (time-expired boys from Queensland), Cingalese, Indian coolies, Arabs, Maltese, 
Manilla boys, Spaniards, Creoles, West Indians, Maoris, and natives of Madagascar, Singapore, and MauritusΧ, said 
The Sydney Mail on 7Nov1885. 
  

[Two weeks later a journalist with The Daily Telegraph added Zulus, American Blacks, Chinese and Malays to the 
mix, in addition to 50 to 60 aborigines, inclusive of άJacky, King of Taboo and Teranoraέ, his ΨQueen CharlotteΩ and 
άWŀŎƪȅ aŜǊǊȅƭŜƎǎΣ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ bǳƭƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ .ǳƴƴƻΦέ On 25Oct1890 a journalist with the Illustrated Sydney News said the 
once numerous tribe (on the Tweed) is now represented by King ά²ƻƭƭǳƳōƛƴ WƻƘƴƴƛŜέ and Queen Charlotte, with 
a few miserable attendants. Queen Charlotte was last spotted at Murbah 1Dec1903 without any attendant Kings.71] 
 

.ƛƭƭƛƴǳŘƎŜƭ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨYŀƴŀƪŀΩ ŜƴŎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Mullum Star recognised Dick 
Sickett as ΨǘƘŜ ǳƴŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎŜŀ ƛǎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ..., who had settled at Billinudgel ~1909.72 The Slockees, 
Noters, Corowas, Iveys, Changatos, Marlows and Wategos were also prominent families, most of these names 
making up the All Blacks Rugby League Team, founded 1930, that dominated the Tweed/Brunswick competition 
through the years. [By-the-bye, Walter Slockee (1903-1961), son of Tony and Rosabelle, nee Mari, of Billinudgel, 
and his brother-in-law Charlie Morgan (1896-1963), who married Lavinia Slockee after WW1 service, are credited 
as co-founders of the All Blacks club. Slockee, Morgan and Jack Currie were the first indigenous or South Sea Islander 
men to play rugby league on the TweedΧΦ Slockee had a stint with St George in Sydney in 1925Χ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ Walter 
Mussing says https://www.titans.com.au/about/history-of-the-titans/. Charlie Morgan, born Cherbourg, son of 
Jack Morgan and Bella R. Collins, is claimed to be a descendant of King Billy Merrylegs of the Tweed.]   
 

Billinudgel and Tyagarah became the leading cane growing areas in the Brunswick district. But sugar prices fell 
dramatically during the 1890s Depression and accelerated the switch to dairying, leaving the Islanders to search for 
other means of earning a living, mainly with the dairy farmers around Billinudgel who snapped them up for scrub 
clearing, the Brunswick Chronicle recording 42 clearing a 200acre Billinudgel farm in Apr1905.73 At least five tried 
to escape the drudgery by attempting to enlist at Byron Bay during WW1.74 

 
69 Fox and Slabb op.cit note 6, pg 124. 
70 A revised edition of AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BUNDJALUNG LANGUAGE AND ITS DIALECTS 
by MARGARET C. SHARPE and others 2005. http://yugambeh.dalang.com.au/default/filedown/FullDictionary.pdf 
71 This King Jacky apparently died ~Nov1885, aged ~70, and is not the ΨAboriginal JackyΩ who died 1906 Murwillumbah. The 
second mentioned Queen Charlotte is probably ǘƘŜ ΨAboriginal CharlotteΩ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ мфлу /ƻƴŘƻƴƎ /ŀƳǇΣ ŀƎŜŘ слΣ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ 
NSW BDM index, and the mother of Jimmy Merrylegs who died 1919 Murbah aged 43. 
72 Mullumbimby Star of 4Apr1949. Dick Sickett returned home to Tanna, New Hebridies, 1949, after death of wife and family. 
73 Tweed Herald and Brunswick Chronicle 9May1905: 42 Kanakas scrub felling - This is a double crested pink shame, and 
should stir the bile of our Member όΨ²ƘƛǘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴΩ Perry MLA). (The Town and Country Journal of 28Jun1905 said Forty 
Kanakas, previously engaged in the sugar industry, are now scrub clearing in the Mullumbimby district..., and on one contract 
have been given a shilling an acre more than the white men's tenderΧΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ The Tweed Times and Brunswick Advocate of 
8Jul1905 reckoned That the Kanakas who are felling timber at Mullumbimby find the work a bit harder than cane cuttingΧΦύ 
74 Northern Star ннWǳƭмфмсΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨByron Bay Court ChroniclesΩΥ {ƻƳŜ ŦƛǾŜ YŀƴŀƪŀǎΧ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛƭƭƛƴǳŘƎŜƭΧ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
war. (Two others, Tommy Slockee (b. 1899 Cudgen) and Sam Browning (b. 1889 Cudgen), were given a public farewell at 
.ƛƭƭƛƴǳŘƎŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇмфмтΦ {ƭƻŎƪŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŘǳŜ άInsufficient European HeritageέΣ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ, 
Rosabelle nee Mari, ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ άhalf caste IndianέΦ όHis father TonyΣ ŀƪŀ ΨJimmy BambooΩΣ was born ~1859 Tanna Island, New 
Hebridies, and landed 1870, and believed to have died Fingal at some stage). Browning was gassed in France. All worked for 
DŜǊŀƭŘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ at Billinudgel. (Charlie Morgan, who enlisted Qld, was also wounded France.) 

https://www.titans.com.au/about/history-of-the-titans/
http://yugambeh.dalang.com.au/default/filedown/FullDictionary.pdf
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Islander Jacob Ivey Snr and his Indigenous wife Eva begat 
Jacob Ivey Jnr on 21Dec1911, the earliest identifiable 
ΨYŀƴŀƪŀΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀǘ Tyagarah.75 In turn, Jacob Jnr and wife 
Stella Corowa were the progenitors of six New Brighton-
born children, one of whom was Darren Ivey. Jacob and 
family eventually settled at the Ocean Shores end of 
Coolamon Scenic Drive where they became market 
gardeners. This property also became home to the next 
generation of Iveys where Darren/Delton and wife Maria 
Hamilton reared their family of six children. (Eva, born 
мууф ΨBilambil, near TumbulgumΩΣ ŘƛŜŘ мфом aǳǊōŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
Jacob Ivey Snr, born 1872 Tanna Island, New Hebrides, 
died 1941 New Brighton). ώ!ƴŘ 5ŜƭǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŜphew and 
fellow activist, Shaun Backo, ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŜƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 
Coral (1937-2021) and her spouse Kenneth Backo (1938-
1966)] 
 

From his squattage on the Roundhouse site, Darren Ivey 
told the Byron Shire Echo on 3Jun2003 that ΨƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
for the Du-rung-bul people to prove their affiliation with 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 5ǳ-rung-bul. The knowledge of tribal affinity comes from the 

 
75 There were probably earlier births, eg, at Tyagarah on 22Feb1910 Elizabeth Rose Slockee (1895 Tweed-1974 Sydney), the 
ŀōƻǾŜ ¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ married Fian Isaac (born 1877 Lipe, New Caledonia), witnessed by Rose I. Slockee and William 
Changato. (Rose is likely the above Rosabelle Mari, of Anglo-Indian descent, born 1880 Redland Bay, Qld, and died 
29Apr1911 Brunswick Road, Mullumbimby.)  

 

Stella (above) and Sadie Corowa, 
Billinudgel Schoolgirls, 1928. (And both 
also feature in a 1922 Durrumbul School 

photo)  

 

 
Above: Military Map 1942 (New Brighton had a Post and 

Telegraph Office, sand-mining camp and ~15 houses). 
Left: New Brighton as depicted on Edition 9 of the Parish 
Map of Billinudgel, in use Aug1921-Aug1928. 

(Ivey family lived along New Brighton Road. Mrs Nellie 
AddoΣ Ψan old coloured womanΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ пфȅǊǎ 

old when she died in her hut 1955.) 
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ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΦΦΦΩ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
why he is asking for anyone who believes they may be Du-rung-bul to come forward and help piece together the 
tribal history and sacred sites of the areaΧΦ He attempted to address a shire council meeting, but debate was 
stymied by a procedural motionΧ. (In the Echo of 25Jan2005 Delton Ivey described himself as the last of the Dur-
rung-bil clanΧΦύ 
 

On 25Nov2003 he again appealed through the Echo for access to documentation relating to Dur-rung-bul historyΧΦ 
He also lamented that The Native Title Service of NSW (NTSCORP) has offered very limited supportΧ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨDu-
rung-bul Communities United EmbassyΩ in its efforts to gain access to the Federal Court. NTSCORP has advised that 
they are funding the legal reps for the party which oppose Du-rung-bil όǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ !ǊŀƪǿŀƭύΧΦ At this point the 
Embassy reps are using their own dole moneyΧ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ calling on expressions of financial support 
from interested parties within the community of the Brunswick River CatchmentΧΦ (¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ΨtŀǊǘȅΩ ǘƻ 
any Native Title claim, presumably because ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ lawyers.)  
 

The progenitor of another distinguished family was William Moore Bellear (Fugui), born 1871 Suraina, on the Island 
of Malaita in the Solomons. At Mullum in Dec1917 he and his Indigenous bride, Jessie King, originally from Warra 
between Dalby and Chinchilla, begat Solomon David Bellear who married Sadie Corowa (Karuah), sister of Stella, 
in 1943, just after enlisting from Fingal, and produced a remarkable family of nine, including His Honour, Judge 
Robert William BellearΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƧǳŘƎŜΦ Ψ.ƻōΩ was raised at New Brighton, doing his schooling at 
Billinudgel Primary and Mullum High, before enlisting in the navy from Tyagarah in 1961, serving for 12yrs and 
becoming the first Aboriginal to attain the rank of Chief Petty Officer. He co-founded the Aboriginal Housing 
Company in Redfern in 1972, was a director of the Aboriginal Medical Service and the Aboriginal Legal Service 
through most of the 1970s, gaining his law degree in 1978. He was given a State Funeral upon his early death, age 
60, in 2005. 
 

.ƻōΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ Solomon 
Bellear Jnr AM (1951 New 
Brighton ς 2017 Redfern), 
was foundation chairman of 
the Aboriginal Legal Service 
in the 1970s, Chairman of 
the Redfern Aboriginal 
Medical Service from 1975, 
a Commissioner with ATSIC, 
player and director with the 
Rabbitohs, and also given a 
State Funeral, followed by 
burial at Mullumbimby.76 
Their father, Solomon 
Bellear Snr, who died 
5Jan1998 Tweed Heads, 
aged 80, was a director of the Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Tweed Heads, Chairman of the Tweed 
Aboriginal Co-operative Housing Society, and an ex-member of the Mullumbimby RSL. He and Sadie (1919-2007) 
were living South Golden Beach, thence Main Arm Road before relocating to the Tweed ~1970. 
 

Also prominent on the Board of the Aboriginal Legal Service and the Aboriginal Housing Office ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƭŜŀǊΩǎ 
cousin, Ronald James (Jimmy) Budd OAM (1935 Mullumbimby - 2017 Billinudgel). Jimmy, after a 7yr catering career 
as proprietor of the Empire Café in Mullum, also went on to establish the Regional Aboriginal Legal Service of Many 
Rivers, become a member of the Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal Land Council, Chairman of ATSIC North East Regional 

 
76 Sharing the pedestal with her distinguished uncles was Lisa Bellear (1961-2006 Melbourne), a celebrated poet, activist, 
dramatist and broadcaster who identified with the Noonuccal People of Stradbroke Island. She too was buried back in Mullum, 
along with her mother Joycelyn, late of Tyagarah. Also calling Mullum home was her aunt Margery Ellen King (1910 Dunwich 
ς 1983 Mullum) who settled permanently in town after marriage to Bob Hines. All are descendants of Jesse Lillian Beatrice 
King (1886 Warra ς 1929 Fingal), the daughter of Albert King and Frances Princess (born 1861 Chinchilla). Jessie moved to 
Deebing Creek Mission near Ipswich in 1897, thence Dunwich on Stradbroke ~1902, Mullum ~1912 (after marriage to William 
Moore Bellare), followed by retirement in Fingal. (She was the likely midwife for the birth of Jacob Ivey 21Dec1911 Tyagarah). 
 

 
{ƻƭ .ŜƭƭŜŀǊΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ aǳƭƭǳƳōƛƳōȅΦ 

(Courtesy Byron News of 15Dec2017) 
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Council, Chairman of the Tweed Aboriginal Housing Cooperative, and a Byron Shire Councillor (who was 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ мффп ǿƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Wŀƭƛ Land Council ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜύΦ IŜ 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ b{² ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΧ and was posthumously inducted 
into the Tweed Aboriginal & Islander Hall of Fame at the Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Museum in 
South Tweed Heads. See brief biography at 128.-Newsletter-May-2023.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au) 
 

Jimmy was the son of William John Budd (1914 Casino ς 1988 
Brunswick Heads) and Phyllis Noter (1913 Mullumbimby Creek ς 
Sep1949 Billinudgel). Phyllis was the daughter of James Noter (1874 
Tanna, New Hebridies - Mar1949 Billinudgel) and Lena May Williams 
(1889 Qld ς 1974 Billinudgel). James Noter/Nouta was the brother of 
John Corowa/Karuah and uncle of the above Stella Ivey and Sadie 
Bellear. Local interconnections continued in 1951 upon JimmȅΩǎ 
fatherΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘƻ Dulcie Joan Kay (1929 Tallow Creek ς 2021 
Mullumbimby), the sister of Lorna Kelly (1924-2005), Linda Vidler 
(1938-2009) and Yvonne Graham (1945-1998), who were later 
instrumental in the Arakwal gaining Native Title Rights over the area 
from Broken Head to the Brunswick River. 
 

[The 1921 census recorded м ΩCǳƭƭ-.ƭƻƻŘΩ tƻƭȅƴŜǎƛŀƴ ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ м ΩIŀƭŦ-
/ŀǎǘŜΩ tƻƭȅƴŜǎƛŀƴ ƳŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ aǳƭƭǳƳōƛƳōȅΣ ŀƴŘ мсC. 
Polynesian males, 4FB Polynesian females, 3HC Polynesian males, and 
1HC Polynesian female in the Byron Shire (all probably around 
Billinudgel/New Brighton). The shire also recorded 11 males and 12 
ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨIŀƭŦ-/ŀǎǘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
1933 census 12FB Polynesian males, 6FB Polynesian females and no 
ΨIŀƭŦ-/ŀǎǘŜΩ tƻƭȅƴŜǎƛŀƴǎ bothered to register as such in the Byron 
Shire, while there were 13 males and 11 females in the shire who 
chose to identify ŀǎ ΨIŀƭŦ-/ŀǎǘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩΦ] 
 

Also resident in the Billinudgel district was the much-respected Ngarakwal 
Githabal Elder, Aunty Milli Boyd, born ~1906 at Stoney Gully near Kyogle,77 
the daughter of Euston Williams (Githabal) and Charlotte Brown 
(Ngarakwal). Charlotte, ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ōƻǊƴ муур ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜΣ the daughter of 
Thomas and Mary (nee Michulty, aka Boobinday, aka Ngarakbul Mary) 
Close of the Ngarakwal/Ngaragbal/Ngarartbul/Ngargbul/Ngarangwal/Χ, 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘƻ Billy Brown. 
(In 1953 Charlotte was ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ Ψ9ȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ earned 
her the right to be regarded as a full citizen of our StateΧΣ ǎŀƛŘ Dawn 
Magazine Oct1953). She died 1976 Woodenbong aged 91, leaving Stan 
aged 74, Andrew 72, Millie 70, Hugh 58, Euston jnr 56, Harry 52, Lilian and 
Allan deceased, Dolly 47 and Summer 45 (plus possibly Stuart deceased 
1927, Hector 1982).   
 

In 2010 Archaeologist Ms Jacqueline Collins noted that according to 
information provided by Harry Boyd, Roy Williams and Doug WilliamsΧ, 
ΨGranny CharlotteΩ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅ ǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 
reportedly born at a traditional birthing site at Suffolk Park (Collins 
1995:46). Following her marriage to Euston Williams at WoodenbongΧ, 

 
77 In the Tweed Daily of 17Sep1924, pg4, Prof Griffith Taylor says At Stoney Gully is a reserve, where we found nearly a dozen 
full-blood adults (chiefly of the Minyung tribeύ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мр ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧΦ ό!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ CƭǳΩ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǘƘŜ 
Northern Star of 24Feb1919 had reported about 35 adults and 35 children ŀǘ {ǘƻƴŜȅ DǳƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨKittyΩ ŘƛŜŘ aŀȅмфмфΣ ŀƎŜŘ 
ΨƻǾŜǊ ƴƛƴŜǘȅΩ, perhaps she of Brunswick?) 
In The Echo of 20Oct1998 Ms Lorraine Mafi-Williams asserts that aǊǎ .ƻȅŘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜΧΦ 
Whether the Arakwal like it or not, it is a Githrabaul/Knaukbaul factΧΦΩ 

 
Phyllis Budd (1913-1949) and daughter 

Joan (1938-2016), Carool ~1940. 
(Courtesy Allie Budd) 

 
Billinudgel ~1923. 

James Noter (1874-1949) and brother 
John Corowa (1871-мфпмύ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎΩ 

daughter Lilly (1918-1981 Lismore) 
(Courtesy Allie Budd) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/128.-Newsletter-May-2023.pdf
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Charlotte and family frequently movedΧ, living for a time at Middle Pocket, Mullumbimby. Between c.1925-1930, 
ΨQueen CharlotteΩ όōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Charlotte Williams) performed domestic duties at homes between Skinners Shoot 
and Tyagarah closer to Byron BayΧ.78 /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ wƻȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨNgaraakbul ElderΩΦ 
 

Millie Clara Williams married Chris Boyd 1931 
Tenterfield and together spent many years at 
Middle Pocket, where their youngest daughter, 
Marlene Daphne Shanka Boyd, born 1945 and 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŜƳƛŎ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ9eƭŜƳŀǊƴƛΩΣ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ 
schooling and went on to become a highly regarded 
keeper of Aboriginal Lore. Millie died in Lismore in 
Dec1993 and was eulogised by Aboriginal activist 
Lorraine Mafi-Williams (1940 Purfleet Mission, 
Taree ς 2001 Byron Bay), a Suffolk Park resident and 
Arakwal antagonist, saying she was my aunt through 
marriage..., and was sent with her aunt to work as 
ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǘ DǊŜǾƛƭƭƛŀ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ where she met 
her future husband, and after marriage later lived at 
Middle Pocket, near BillinudgelΧΦ79 (Lorraine 
Turnbull married Thomas Stanley Williams, the 
nephew of Millie Boyd, Nov1966 Coraki. Thomas 
was the son of Stanley Samuel Williams and Amelia 
Harriett Slockee. Stan (1902-1977) was the eldest son of Euston and Charlotte.) 
  

[In the 1950s Charlotte of Woodenbong related the story of The Fairy Emus songline to Roland Robinson.80 The 
songline originates at Julian Rocks (aka Gillama-beljin, Sulaama Billigen, Killa-mah-ganΧΦ81), which were created by 
Nguthungulli, the Father of the whole world, who came ashore at Belongil and proceeded inland through 

 
78 PROPOSED WEST BYRON URBAN RELEASE AREA, BYRON BAY, BYRON SHIRE NSW. Cultural Heritage Assessment provided by 
Consultant Archaeologist Jacqueline Collins December 2010, pg 21. Viewable at  
http://westbyronproject.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Final-report-West-Byron.pdf 
Ms Collins, in her Aboriginal and European heritage study, Broken Head, for Byron Council, 1990, pg 15, says Millie Boyd was 
born at Broken Head in 1899, belonging to the Arakwal tribe. She lived in the area as a child and young woman prior to 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ²ƻƻŘŜƴōƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƛŘŀōŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧΣ 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ΨǇŜǊǎ ŎƻƳƳΩ with Millie on 30Jul1990, but possibly misinterpreting the conversation or her notes and 
confusing Millie with Charlotte (or Mary Michulty/MitchellκaŎ/ŀǳƭŜȅκΧ)? 
Millie informed her that When a warrior was preparing for combat it was customary for him to take black and white clays 
from ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜ to use as body decorationΦΧ Mrs Boyd described her own brother, Mr Leo Williams (?), as having 
undergone this process when fighting against men from Brunswick Heads over landΧΦ 
79 Hear Millie Boyd and Lorraine Mafi-Williams clarifying tribal boundaries in the 1988 film Eelemarni, The Story of Leo and 

Leva at https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/eelemarni/clip1/  +  558963_EELEMARNI_THE STORY OF LEO AND LEVA (2).mp4 

See photo of the banana-ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ .ƻȅŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ Ψ.ƛƭƭȅƴǳƎƭŜΩ ŀǘ ǇƎ нн ƛƴ ±ƻƭ пΣ LǎǎǳŜ мм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǾмфрр ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨDawn, A 
aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ b{²Ω. https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/dawn-
and-new-dawn/dawn-issues  
80 The Fairy Emus, related by Charlotte Williams, of the Gindavul tribe, to Roland Robinson and published in The Nearest the 
White Man Gets; Aboriginal Narratives and Poems of NSW, by Hale and Iremonger, 1989, pages 88-90. (At pages 80-82 
Euston Williams relates the story of Dirrangun at Tooloom, on the creation of the Clarence River.)  
Harry Boyd (aka Durran Dombalύ ŘŜŦŜƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Tweed Shire Echo of 
2Apr2009, ref https://issuu.com/echopublications/docs/tweedecho0130 . He and a fellow letter writer contend that the 
Byron Brays came from Ipswich (Deebing Creek?) to settle at the Bay via a sojourn at Joshua BrayΩǎ Kynnumboon (Murbah). 
Note IŀǊǊȅΩǎ {ǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ р{ŜǇнллс ŀǘ ǇƎǎ мс ŀƴŘ мт ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  Submission to NSW Government Independent 
Planning Commission at presentations/ngarakbal-githabal--stella-wheildon.pdf in which he spells out his Traditional 
Ownership responsibilities in the area within the jurisdiction of the ϥ¢ǿŜŜŘ .ȅǊƻƴ [ƻŎŀƭ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ, as a  direct 
descendant of the original Aboriginal inhabitants of the area. 
(The Submission also includes Statutory Declarations dated Jan2019 from various descendants of Charlotte Brown, a 
Ngarakbal woman from Brunswick Heads Aboriginal Reserve and her husband Euston Williams a Githabul man from Muli 
Muli Aboriginal StationΧΦ 9ǳǎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ claimed to be a descendant of King Billy Merrylegs of the Tweed. 
81 See 74.-Newsletter-June-2018.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au) for background of Aboriginal names of Julian Rocks. 

 
άKnarbul elder Millie Boyd with filmmaker Lorraine Mafi-
Williams, and grandson Darren at home, Casino, 1983έ 

(Courtesy National Library of Australia) 

http://westbyronproject.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Final-report-West-Byron.pdf
https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/eelemarni/clip1/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hVQphjebuTKFdEC6RtQYflUowyCLCgCP/view?usp=drive_web
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/dawn-and-new-dawn/dawn-issues
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/dawn-and-new-dawn/dawn-issues
https://issuu.com/echopublications/docs/tweedecho0130
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2018/11/north-byron-parklands-cultural-events-site-ssd-8169-and-mp-09-0028-mod-5/comments-and-presentations/ngarakbal-githabal--stella-wheildon.pdf
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/74.-Newsletter-June-2018.pdf
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Woodenbong (Nguthumbung) and out into the 
desert, towards the sunsetΧΦ (Note that the 
Nguthungulli creation legend and the 
Belongil/Julians songline origin have been 
adapted to fit the present shoreline geography, 
formed ~6000yrs ago, notwithstanding the oft 
quoted figure of 22,000yrs for Arakwal 
occupation of the coastal area.)] 
 

In May2003 Marlene and her brother Harry Boyd, 
as wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƎŀǊŀƎōŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ, 
had discussions with the Minister for the 
Environment, representatives of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), NTSCORP, 
Byron Shire Councillors, and parties to the 2001 
Arakwal Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
(ILUA)Χ, over custodianship rights and misuse of 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ΨbƎŀǊŀƎōŀƭΩΧΦ Regarding the use 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ǊŀƪǿŀƭΩ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ ΨLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳƭǘ 
ǘƻ ƳŜΩ. It is not a Bundjalung word and was first 
used by the scientist Tindale, who recorded the 
lineage and stories of the Ngaragbal peopleΧΣ but 
mislocated them on his map of tribal boundaries. 
aŀǊƭŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ!ǊŀƪǿŀƭΩ ƛǎ ŀ 
misuse of their Tribal name NgaragbalΧ, in 
breach of their Intellectual Cultural Property 
rightsΧΦ IŀǊǊȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ that his people were 
ΨƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅ ŀǘ Ǝǳƴ ǇƻƛƴǘΩΧ said the 
Byron Shire Echo of 24Jun2003, pg6. 82 
 

IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΣ83 who note that Harry Boyd, who identifies as a 
Ngarakwal/Githabul elderΧ, ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ.ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎΩ ǿŀǎ ΨŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳΩ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
local historiansΧΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ!ǊŀƪǿŀƭΩΧΦ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ bƎŀǊŀƪǿŀƭ 
(Ngarakbal/ Nganduwal/ Knarkbaul/Χύ claim that they are the real ArakwalΧΣ ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ Norman 
Tindale erred in his ethnographic mapping exercise of the region in 1938. (Upon a request by Lorraine Mafi-
Williams on behalf of the Knarkbaul Clan in Mar1996, Byron Shire Council agreed to lease three blocks of Land in 
North Head Road, New Brighton, for an Aboriginal Cultural CentreΧΦ The blocks in question are adjacent to Marshalls 
Creek and close to the Brunswick Heads Nature ReserveΧ said the Byron Shire News 3&10Apr1996. (Marlene Boyd, 
Elaine Turnbull and Lorraine Mafi-Williams (nee Turnbull) claim Billinudgel Nature Reserve as Knarkbaul territory 
at genocide-by-pen)) 
 

 
82 Note that this controversy carried on through Jul2003 in the pages of The Echo. On 1Jul2003 Adam McLean, lawyer for the 
Arakwal since 1992, defended the legitimacy of the Arakwal claims, citing support of the Bundjalung Council of Elders, 
TBLALC and the NSW Aboriginal Land Council, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC), and the NSW 
Native Title Services Limited (NTSCORP), of which prominent Arakwal identity Yvonne Stewart, daughter of Linda Jane 
Vidler, nee Kay, became a board member in 2009). 
On 22Jul2003 Rossmor McLeod of New Brighton responded on behalf of the Ngaragbal, conceding that The Arakwal 
Corporation is fortunate in having the support and services of a lawyer for the past 10 years. They were fortunate to be in the 
right place at the right time with the right skills to ride the tide of public sentiment around native Title. They enjoy the ongoing 
physical and financial support of many in the white community who are aching to say sorry to someone, relieve their guilt and 
feel good again. The Ngaragbal people have not been so fortunateΧΦ Please consider how the Ngaragbal Elders must feel 
when State and local governments exclude them from decisions about their traditional lands and choose to use the particular 
mispronunciation of their traditional name given to them byΧ bƻǊƳŀƴ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭŜΦ 
Note that while this debate was going on Darren Ivey and Shaun Backo ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǊǳƴƎōƛƭ ƘŀŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨDu-rung-bul 
Communities United EmbassyΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴ {ƘƻǊŜǎ wƻǳƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ 
83 Bauman and Macdonald op. cit., note 38 - UNSETTLING ANTHROPOLOGY; THE DEMANDS OF NATIVE TITLE ON WORN 
CONCEPTS AND CHANGING LIVES. (Viewable at Unsettling anthropology: The demands of native title on worn concepts and 
changing lives (aiatsis.gov.au) )  

 
Unfinished Kangaroo Skin Map of Ngarakwal Githabul Tribal 

Boundaries, by Doug Williams, an Elder and senior Ngarakwal 
Githabul custodian. His map, showing Ngarakbul country 

encompassing all of the Tweed and Byron Shires, is included in 
Being on Country: Githabul approaches to mapping culture by Nick 

McClean, ANU, Paper No 6 within Transcending the Cultureς
Nature Divide in Cultural Heritage, ANU Press Dec2013.  

The songline that started from Julian RockΧ, the fairy-emu that 
my grandmother talks about, goes right through the central 

desert, right out through the west coast, out to sea out there.  
(See http://press-

files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p223681/html/ch06-
Mclean.xhtml?referer=&page=10)       

 (Courtesy Nick McClean) 

https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2018/11/north-byron-parklands-cultural-events-site-ssd-8169-and-mp-09-0028-mod-5/comments-and-presentations/genocide-by-pen--north-byron-parklands.pdf
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_pub/bauman-macdonald-2011-unsettling-anthropology_0_2.pdf
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_pub/bauman-macdonald-2011-unsettling-anthropology_0_2.pdf
http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p223681/html/ch06-Mclean.xhtml?referer=&page=10
http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p223681/html/ch06-Mclean.xhtml?referer=&page=10
http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p223681/html/ch06-Mclean.xhtml?referer=&page=10
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Ms Mafi-Williams made many attempts to establish a Cultural Centre within the Byron Shire. She outlined to the 
Echo on 27Nov1991 her plans for a Cubawee Cultural Centre to be established at Byron Bay to spread traditional 
teachings to black and white AustraliansΧΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ .ȅǊƻƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ мп5ŜŎмффм 
featuring her aunt Milli Boyd. She even bought ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƭǳō aŜŘΩ ǎŀƎŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨUnited Aboriginal Cultural CentreΩ ŀƴŘ Aboriginalise this town and put it on courseΧΦ όǊŜŦ 
Echo of 26Jan1994). Ditto for the Roundhouse site at Ocean Shores. 
 

She was irritated enough to tell the Echo on 12Oct1994 that the Park-O-Tel project (at South Golden Beach) has 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ {Ŝŀ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧΦ {ƛƴŎŜ мффмΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ {Ŝŀ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ 
CanaǿƛƴŘǊŀ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΦΧ - are 
you in support of a Local Aboriginal Cultural Centre or are you supporting the South Sea Islanders being in control 
of Aboriginal land and money througƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘ .ȅǊƻƴ [ƻŎŀƭ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΧΦ (Cedric Morgan, son of 
Charles referenced page 25, was the main driving force behind the establishment of Canowindra, of which his 
illustrious sister, Aunty Joyce Summers, later became chairperson.)  
 

[The Canowindra saga started 25Jul1990 when The Echo ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢.[![/ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊƪ-O-
¢ŜƭΩΣ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ȅƻōōƻ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ boofheads to paint the slogan Ψbƻ bƛƎƎŜǊǎΩ across Beach Road, resulting in 
a meeting of dismayed residents at the beach end of Helen Street on 5Aug1990, at which Mr Jimmy Budd outlined 
ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΧΦ The meeting overwhelmingly supported the TBLALC initiative, 
followed-up by three letters-to-the-editor (including one from Athol Compton) on15Aug1990 elaborating on the 
shameful racist attitude of some fellow residents. 
On 12Aug1994 the Echo recorded that TBLALC rejected Ms Mafi-Williams calls to incorporate a cultural centre into 
its hostel for the frail aged at South Golden BeachΧ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ нн-ǊƻƻƳ ΨtŀǊƪ-O-¢ŜƭΩ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ the Canowindra 
Tweed-Byron Aged and Disabled Aboriginal Corporation in 1991Χ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ϷмΣонтΣллл /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƎǊŀƴǘΧ ŦƻǊ 
conversion to a hostel for 20 frail and elderly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people. 
Alas, the venture was a failure and TBLALC sold the place to a developer who bulldozed the Park-O-Tel and created 
a new sǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩ, placing the first lots on the market Apr1998 ranging from $73,000 to 
$79,000, and the last in Aug2000 priced from just $95,000 to $110,000.] 
 

The Echo of 2Feb1994 reported Ms Mafi-WilliamsΩ support for the Kay sisters, Lorna Kelly, Yvonne Graham and 
Linda Vidler, in their efforts to have Taylors Lake gazetted ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ {ƛǘŜΧ and 
ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢i ¢ǊŜŜ [ŀƪŜΩ, and for Councillor Jimmy Budd to publicly acknowledge, in the local press, specific 
Aboriginal issues before the next CouncilΧ, adding 7wks later that you Jimmy Budd, you better stand up and be 
counted. Make up your mind who you represent, your Shire Council colleagues, or the Aboriginal people as a ATSIC 
representative. You can no longer sit on the fence as a black crowΧΦ (Echo 23Mar1994). 
 

[Ms Mafi-Williams also had attempted to have a Cultural 
Centre established on her squattage at Suffolk Park, a 
matter which came to a head during a Shire Council debate 
in Jun1999 when she ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
attempt to evict her from the camp she set up 18 months 
ago on a site she wants to turn into an Aboriginal cultural 
centre. 
After a 90 minute, sometimes passionate, debate on the 
issue, the council voted to enforce two previous resolutions 
to remove her and her campΧ after strong addresses to 
councillors from Yvonne Stewart, speaking for the local 
Arakwal custodians, who have an outstanding Native Title 
Claim over large parts of Byron Bay and Suffolk ParkΧ, and 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ Mrs Mafi-Williams, the 
!Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨŜƳōŀǎǎȅΩ ƻƴ 
council landΧ. Her family was very upset about Mrs Mafi-
Williams illegally camping on the site and she called on the 
council to give consideration to the traditional owners. 
Mrs Stewart said council had put Mrs Mafi-Williams άƻƴ ŀ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŀōƭŜΦέΧΦ άLŦ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ 
ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƛǘŜΦέΧΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ LŀƪŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ōƛǊǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜΦ She said her aunt, 

 
Defiant Lorraine Mafi-Williams at her Suffolk Park Camp. 

(Courtesy Byron Shire News 16Jun1999) 
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Lorna Kelly, one of the custodians had been trying for 30 years to save the land for the Arakwal people. [Lorna Kay 

(1924 Mullum ς 2005 Byron Bay, buried Wardell) grew up Ironbark Ave., Byron, moved to Cabbage Tree Island sometime after 
marriage to Harold Kelly 1943, and returned Byron 2001. Daughter Annette became Chairperson Arakwal Corporation.]                                 

Mrs Mafi-Williams told councillors she was a direct descendant of people who had lived in the area and she was 
entitled to the land. άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέΧΦ 
The Mayor, Cr Kingston, said the Arakwal people had followed due process in their Native Title claim, but 
unfortunately, Mrs Mafi-Williams had not done so and had taken matters into her own hands.84  
 

On 22Jul1999 The Byron News reported that Byron Council is to apologise to the local Arakwal custodians and to 
Lorraine Mafi-Williams for any hurt or embarrassment caused to them during a heated debate at a recent council 
meeting over Ms Mafi-²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ {ǳŦŦƻƭƪ tŀǊƪΧΦ 
{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ Ray Kent, after receiving legal advice, initiated action in the NSW 
Supreme Court which will give Ms Mafi-²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜΧΦ In the meantime, the council voted to 
formally ask the native Title Tribunal to mediate between Ms Mafi Williams and the Arakwal custodiansΧ, as she 
wants to set up an Aboriginal cultural centre on the site, an idea opposed by the Arakwal custodians, who have an 
unresolved Native Title claim over large parts of Byron Bay and Suffolk Park, including the camp siteΧΦ 
 

Three months later the Council again debated the best means of dealing with their illegal camper. General Manager 
Ray Kent ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘέ ƛŦ ƛǘ 
pursued the court actionΧΣ ōǳǘ new Mayor Tom Wilson said the council had resolved three times to continue with 
the court action and he would feel uncomfortable altering that decision nowΧΦ Six weeks later however, the 
Councillors had a change of heart, deciding to put on hold their Supreme Court actionΧΣ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
mediation talks, while cognizant of their agreement with the Arakwal custodiansΧΦ (Ref Byron News 20Oct99 and 
13Dec99.) 
 

Thereafter Ms Mafi-Williams disappeared off the radar, at least until Jul2000 when she was apparently spotted in 
London, to where she supposedly had been invited by environmental groups to speak about Aboriginal spiritualityΧ, 
and from where she probably heard that in Aug2000 Byron Shire Council voted to rezone Crown land adjacent to 
the Lawson Street turnoff to Cosy Corner to allow an Aboriginal cultural centre to be builtΧ ŀǎ part of the agreement 
the council and the Arakwal people signed more than two years agoΧΦ όwŜŦ Byron News 27Jul2000 and 17Aug2000.) 
 

Ms Mafi-Williams died at Suffolk Park in Jan200185, followed by the death of her cousin Marlene Boyd in 2007, 
leaving aŀǊƭŜƴŜΩǎ brother Harry (also born Middle Pocket) to continue making controversial claims on the 
legitimacy of the Bundjalung and Arakwal, addressing Byron Shire Council to this effect in May2010.86 His claims 

 
84 The Byron News of 16Jun1999. 
85 Obituary https://ia.anu.edu.au/biography/mafiwilliams-lorraine-14924 (+ many Google references). She was buried at 
Mulli Mulli, Woodenbong, next to husband Tom. 
86 Northern Star of 14May2010 and Tweed Daily News 18May2010 summarise the address of James McKenzie and Harry 
Boyd to Byron Shire Council, that The Aboriginal nations known as Arakwal and Bundjalung are a fiction, based on racist 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΧΦ aǊ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ .ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ 
based on an historical fabrication. The Arakwal never existedΧΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ false cultural information recorded by 
anthropologist Norman TindaleΧΦ Mayor Jan Barham (a leading Arakwal advocate) told Mr McKenzie he needed to take the 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ψŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ς ŀǘ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΩΦ όaƻǎǘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜΩǎ .ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎΦύ 
Note also that Nyangbul custodian Lois Cook bought into the controversy with a letter to the Northern Star of 12Jun2010, 
asserting that Bobby, King of Bumberline tribe, came here from QueenslandΧΣ and Tindale is the only historian who put 
Arakwal on his research maps. Nyangbul language group was identified by all other historians as the traditional owners for 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΧΦ !Ǌŀƪǿŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛŎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΧΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛdentity of who the local people 
were with custodial rights at Byron BayΧΦ 
The Byron Shire Echo of 7Sep2010 describes the establishment of a camp next Byron Shire Council Chambers at 
Mullumbimby by Harry Boyd ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻƻƭǿƻǊǘƘǎ ǎƛǘŜΩ ŀǘ aǳƭƭǳƳΣ 
asserting that he is one of the traditional caretakers of the siteΧΦ 
The Byron Shire Echo of 28Sep2010 describes the ousting of Harry Boyd and supporters from the campsite by Police and 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ƻȅŘΩǎ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Byron Bay Arakwal 
Corporation. Delta Kay, spokesperson for the Arakwal, said Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ aǳƭƭǳƳōƛƳōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ 
these nutters off this landΧΣΩ ƛǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ aǎ Yŀȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ¦ƴŎƭŜ IŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-indigenous people 
ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀǊǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΧ ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ campaign to gain cultural governance of the area. 
He wants to be recognised as the true custodian of Arakwal land, according to Ms KayΧΦύ 
Police and Council security staff then supervised the removal of the tents and dispersal of the protestors. 

https://ia.anu.edu.au/biography/mafiwilliams-lorraine-14924
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drew the attention of Germaine Greer,87 who said IŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΧΦ She summarises that Chief among the peoples now claiming their birthright are the Githabul, some 
ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀŎŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ .ǳƴŘƧŀƭǳƴƎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨόbƎŀǊŀƪǿŀƭκDƛǘƘŀōǳƭύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ 
peoples of the Northern New South Wales, South East Queensland region are being subject to forced assimilation 
as BundjalungΧΦΩ ώaŀǊƭŜƴŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ Elizabeth Davis Boyd, is now carrying on ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ work - ref 
126.-Newsletter-March-2023.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)] 
 

Notwithstanding these disputes over who had traditional guardianship and land rights entitlements, there is also a 
possibility that Fraser Island became a refuge for some of the Durungbil survivors or their progeny. (Alternatively, 
some of those who had made their way over the border may have found themselves at the Fraser Island Mission 
after being caught up in the Queensland Aboriginals Protection Act of 1897, which randomly dispersed people to 
missions and reserves throughout the State.) Whatever the circumstances, during the publicity given the purported 
Ceremonial Mound in 1939 (see pg8), Fred Fordham remarked that A Fraser Island black, when told of the discovery 
of the mound, stated that his tribe had been looking for it for yearsΧΦ CƻǊŘƘŀƳΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΣ Dave Marrinon, recorded 
in 1980 that As a young man, Edward White (pseudonym), whose parents acquired the Mound site in 1904/05, 
talked to a native from Fraser IslandΧΣ ǿƘƻ said he had heard the old men at Fraser talk of this ground.Χ And 
further, a team from the Richmond River Historical Society visiting the Mound in 1955 was told by White that About 
мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧ ǎƻƳŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŀǎŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΧ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō 
it as it had great significance to the aborigines all over AǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΧΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎŀƭƭΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
visiting Fraserians were Durungbil descendants with handed-down knowledge of the Mound. (Go to 
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/pioneer-articles/ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨFirst People of the Brunswick ς Part 2Ω 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ΨCƻǊŘƘŀƳΩǎ CƻƭƭȅΩ). 
 

CǊŀǎŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǳǘŎƘǳƭƭŀ tŜƻǇƭŜ όΨthe sea 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ), where the Bogimbah Creek Mission was 
administered by Archibald Meston's son and wife until 
February 1900, when control was handed over to the 
Anglican Board of Missions. By this time, Bogimbah had 
become an incarceration facility for Aboriginals from 
around the stateΧΣ ǎŀȅǎ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΦ 
 

The havoc generated by retreating coastlines affected 
Fraserian and Brunswickian resettlement patterns in 
different ways, generating different creation myths. In the 
latter case it forced the migration of The Three BrothersΧ 
out of the centre part of the worldΧ to arrive on the 
Brunswick from an island across the sea. Fraser Island, 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ¸ŜƴŘƛƴƎƛŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƻƎǊƛŦƛŜŘ ƎƻŘŘŜǎǎ YΩDŀǊƛΣ 
was settled by people created by Beiral. 
 

As with the Bundjalung, great seasonal migration by 
neighbours was a feature of the local Butchulla lifestyle. 
An estimated Aboriginal population of 2,000-3,000 used 
Fraser Island during the mullet seasonΧΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
probably mingled with the Bundjalung at nearby Blackall 
Range during the bunya nut season. [See story of Bundjalung migration in Bundjalung Jugun; Bundjalung Country, 
by Jennifer Hoff, RRHS 2006, pg9, viz,  Every two or three years, all the tribes of southern Queensland and northern 
NSW gathered at the Blackall Range to celebrate the sacred Bon-ye Bon-ye gathering when large quantities of ripe 
bunya nuts were harvested and eaten as part of a cycle of corroborees, ritual combats, trade exchanges and 
meetings that lasted about six to twelve weeksΧΦϐ 

 
87 White Beech; The Rainforest Years, by Germaine Greer, published by Bloomsbury 2014, pages 137-138. (Selected pages 
available online at https://books.google.com.au/books/about/White_Beech.html?id=YWrCAwAAQBAJ&redir_esc=y  

 
(Simplified map courtesy Wikipedia) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/126.-Newsletter-March-2023.pdf
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/pioneer-articles/
https://books.google.com.au/books/about/White_Beech.html?id=YWrCAwAAQBAJ&redir_esc=y
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¢ƛƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ мфпл aŀǇ - Distribution of Aboriginal Tribes of Australia.  

(This is updated in his 1974 map at  
boundaries-map.pdf (nationalunitygovernment.org) 

(Courtesy https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230054338/view) 

http://nationalunitygovernment.org/pdf/boundaries-map.pdf
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230054338/view
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Outsider's Observations 
 

In 1891 ornithologist Archibald James Campbell of Melbourne did a tour of 'The Big Scrub', his adventures recorded 
in The Australasian on 23Jan, 13Feb, 12Mar, 26Mar, 23Apr, 14May and 11Jun1892. He took a number of photos, 
45 of which he used in a series of lectures back in Melbourne, and five of which have been down-loaded from the 
website of the State Library of Victoria to illustrate the Brunswick portion of his narrative below. 
 

 
Campbell took the train to Tenterfield and came down the range via coach, stopping at Tabulam to quickly arrange an 
impromptu group of the natives, consisting of three men, a woman, and a girl. How incongruous they appear in European 
dress, in lieu of the opossum rug or blanket, but there is no time to make them throw off superfluous attire.... 

 
About half-past 10 we say farewell to Lismore, leaving by Jarvis and SonΩǎ ŎƻŀŎƘΣ ōƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜŜŘ. Our course, 
trending north-ŜŀǎǘŜǊƭȅΣ ƭƛŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ {ŎǊǳōΦ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ǿŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀŎƘΣ 
overhung with garlands from tree to tree, and vines suspended over the water, forming ideal scenes of real tropical 
magnificence. Shortly a halt is made at Bexhill, a place consisting of a store, public-house, and a dozen other houses. 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǾǾƛŜǎΩ ǘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎŀƴǾŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎǉǳŜΣ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊǳō ŀƭƻƴƎ 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎƘŀŘƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘŀƭl fig-trees. Many of the men have their wives and families, but some of the 
tents seem rather temporary, and would scarcely satisfy field naturalists on a camping-out exhibition. The navvies 
are employed in the construction of a railway which is eventually to connect the Tweed district with Lismore. At 
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Bexhill a deep cutting through exceedingly hard solid rock is being excavated. This stone appears to underlie the 
whole of the scrub area, and is pronounced by a competent geological friend to whom I submitted a sample to be a 
dark augitic basalt, containing detached crystals of hornblende. 
 

The rest of the stage the horses 
find a stiff pull uphill, and we 
reach an elevation of about 
500ft at Clunes, 10 miles from 
Lismore. Clunes possesses the 
usual clearings (displaying the 
same rich, reddish soil), and is 
a second edition of Bexhill, but 
perhaps a trifle more 
insignificant. Here we have 
dinner and change coaches ς 
or rather divide passengers 
and luggage ς one coach going 
to Byron Bay, the other (ours) 
to Brunswick, about nine miles 
above Byron Bay. The country 
still maintains its undulatory 
character ς a distinctive 
feature of the big scrub. The 
clearings become fewer, the 
ever-present wall of vegetation 
on either side more 
continuous. Rifle-birds and 
regent-birds with striking 
golden-splashed wings are 
numerous, crossing the track, 
and large-tailed brown 
pigeons retain their perch, 
perfectly fearless of the coach 
and team. A dip occurs, and by 
ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
Creek for the last time. 
Midstream the horses are 
allowed to remain awhile to 

cool their burning hoofs. The banks were well torn by many a flood, and so polished are the bed-rocks that the horses 
cannot find foothold, and flounder ere they reach the opposite bank. After passing FreemanΩǎΣ ŀ ŘŀƛǊȅ ŦŀǊƳ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ 
importance, we travel up what is locally known as Possum Shoot, reaching our greatest elevation at about 800ft. 
Once over the watershed the vegetation changes slightly; pines are seen for instance. The wayside scrub and logs 
are gaily covered with pretty bunches of flowers of the familiar climbing Tecoma. But hold here, while we feast our 
vision through an opening in the dark-whorled pine trees. Yonder we see - 
 
άCŀǊΣ ŦŀǊ ōŜƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΣ 
{ƭǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀȊǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƪȅ ǘƻ ǎƪȅΦέ 
 
And there Cape Byron, the most easterly point of the Australian continent, pierces the ocean. The cape is between 
300 and 400 feet high, protecting a little bay which offers a secure retreat to vessels in most weathers. On May 15, 
1770, Captain Cook discovered and named the headland in honour of Commodore Byron, of the discovery ship 
Dolphin. 
 
Getting down and out of the ranges, we come to a strip of forest on a flat. Oh, how delightful to see once again the 
gum trees. How nobly they carry themselves, and how refreshing the native scent the evening air is distilling from 

 
A candidate for the 'Darwin Award' 
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flowering melaleuca scrub! We pass a caravan of navvies, en route for Byron BŀȅΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎŀƳǇΦ 
We notice the shorter duration of the twilight here. Already from the zenith stars begin to peep, while cicadas shrilly 
chant aloud their vesper song. About 7 o'clock a sandy track finishes our day's journey, and we wheel into Brunswick, 
a primitive and out-of-the-world place, 33 miles from Lismore. 
 

I retire to bed soon, but hear 
blackfellows wrangling in high 
voices during the night in the 
hotel yard. I astir early, to see if I 
can arrange one or two portraits. 
The morn is fresh and serene.  I 
find Brunswick to consist of 
about half a dozen wooden 
houses on a sandy flat, protected 
from the beach by the usual 
coastal scrub, and near the 
mouth of a river of the same 
name. The river is lined with 
mangroves, where black swans 
are following its course on high, 
seaward. There are a few fine 
banksia trees in front of the 
houses, where brush wattle-birds 
are gurgling, while behind, from 
thicker timber, arises the musical 
interludes of a butcher-bird, and 
where I detect the louder 
ǿƘƛǎǘƭƛƴƎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ CƭƛƴŘŜǊǎΩ 
cuckoo. I watched a brood of 
three young white-rumped 
wood-swallows near. How 
attentive are the parent birds, 
every moment diving gracefully 
down and hawking along the 
ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ōŀƴƪ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ 
returning with an insect and 
transferring it to the extended 
gape of one of the youngsters 
which sit closely side by side. 
 

I succeed in finding a 
blackfellow's humpy where an 
ugly chap is cooking a bandicoot 

by placing it on the fire intact. Now and then he turns it by the tail or lifts it to rub the singed fur off quickly with his 
hand. Then an incision is made along the abdomen with a sharp stick, entrails removed, and the body placed on the 
embers again to finish cooking. Probably I ask too many inquisitive questions about the breakfast, for the blackfellow 
appears surly, so I betake myself to another humpy, where I fine three "gins" asleep, and a fine blackfellow outside 
cracking open a conglomerate of rock oysters with the shin bone of a bullock. He tells me his name is "Mobal," of 
the Burringbah tribe. (It is now accepted that Burringbar lies within the bailiwick of the Moorung-Moobah Clan, 
under the umbrella of the Ngandowal People.) I remonstrate with him for being "boozed," as he called it, during the 
night. His reply was unanswerable, and in the most perfectly pronounced English, "What can you expect of 
blackfellow, if whitefellow gets drunk?" After breakfast, I take his photograph, and that of a group of three woman 
and a child. Mobal says the charge will only be half-a-crown each, but when I explain that with white people the 
sitter generally has to pay the artist, and not the artist the sitter, he consents to reduce the charge to a shilling, 
while I am to give the women sixpence each. 
 

 
Campbell captioned this photo of uninitiated άMobalέ as 'The Last of His Tribe', 
maybe implying Brunswick identities 'Drumbles Charlie and Bob' had moved on. 
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!ǘ мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇǳƴǘΦ 
Bearing inland and north-easterly, we get into a mixture of forest and scrub country, with colonies of elegant 

 
Campbell titled this Brunswick photo 'Sun Tanned Australians', who he induced to go semi-native. One of the women is 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨKittyΩΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊмуфм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŀǎ ΨIŜŀŘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩ ƻŦ о ƳŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ с ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ. (Another is 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ΨMary JaneΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ~фȅǊ ƻƭŘ ΨEna TaylorΩΣ perhaps the young girl standing left rear? - ref pg 11.)  

On 9Mar1891 Surveyor Somerville of Lismore recorded that There are about 10 or 12 blacks now remaining in the 
neighbourhoodΧ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ IŜŀŘǎ (ref pg 9). 

[Regarding the missing bit of finger on the woman at right, the Town and Country Journal of 10Jan1885 recorded the 
visit of a couple of travellers who observed Close to the hotel a number of blacks encamped.... It is not a very interesting 
camp, only a few married couples and about a dozen children.... We were told that the females had the little finger cut 
off at the second joint when merging into womanhood.... Note that this is also a custom of the Kombumerri Clan of the 

Nerang district, along with surrounding Clans in Yugambeh Country and beyond, ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ 
contention that the Minjungbal ranged from Byron to Southport.]  

[¢ƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ΩǎƪƛǊǘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎΣ always given out on the 24th aŀȅΣ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
άvǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέΧ said Florrie Bray in her memoire Ψaȅ aƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƭŘ aŜΤ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ (the Bray 

family of Kynnumboon near Murwillumbah). She recounts that The huge bales of lovely white blankets branded 
ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘƛǘŜǎΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ Ƴȅ 

father (Joshua Bray, employer ƻŦ ΨDǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΩ, aka Harry Bray) and locked up in his large outside store till the great 
Řŀȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΧΦ ²Ŝ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǇƛŎŎŀƴƛƴƴȅ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘΣ ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ]  
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άōŀƴƎŀƭƻǿέ ǇŀƭƳǎ ό!ǊŎƘƻƴǘƻǇƘƻŜƴƛȄύΦΦΦΦ .ǳǊǊƛƴƎōŀƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 
road is narrow and circuitous, leading over low, heavily timbered ranges. Ironbarks increase in stature.... The scenery 
certainly excels anything I have seen throughout this trip. I mentioned the road was very narrow, more noticeable 
at turns on hill sidings. Bye or passing places are required. Had we overtaken a bullock team we would have had to 
crawl behind it for half an hour or more before we could have passed. Here is another evil of the inconvenience: we 
met a mob of travelling horses. There being no room to pass our coach and team, the untamed animals take fright 
and leap down hill.... The rest, wheeling, bolt past their drover, who is unduly pressing them, and are last seen 
scattered, careening wildly along a flat to our right. 

 
Three times we cross Dunbible Creek.... On the last pinch before reaching the Tweed a glorious sight breaks upon 
our view of mountains away to our left ς range upon range ending in the conspicuous peak of Mount Warning.... or 
Wollumbin of the blacks.... Bowling down to a flat, we are punted across the broad bosom of the River Tweed, and 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ р ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ŀǘ aǳǊǿƛƭƭǳƳōŀƘΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŘŀȅΦ 
Murwillumbah, (pronounced by the aboriginals very rapidly, with the accent on the second syllable) is the most 
northerly township of any importance in New South Wales.... Many blacks wander about the district.... Next stop 
Southport, via Tumbulgum, Cudgen, Tweed Heads, Coolangatta, Burleigh Heads.... 

 
On the Tweed-Brunswick Road 
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The BVHS Collection of Aboriginal Artefacts. 
 

Unfortunately there is very 
little remaining physical 
evidence that testifies to the 
Durungbil's long occupation 
of the Brunswick Valley. Most 
of the items displayed in our 
'Aboriginal Room' are from 
outside Bundjalung country, 
some of the generic items 
even originating in the NT. 
Nevertheless, we hope to 
correct this exiguous position 
by appealing for local artifacts 
in private hands. Additionally, 
we are developing a 
comprehensive library on 
local aborigine lore, language, 
customs and traditions, 
awaiting a researcher to write 
the definitive history of our 
first settlers.  

 

  

 
 

  

 

 
Classified as a ΨStone-ground Axehead' found near 

Mullumbimby. (12cm x 9cm). 
(Other local ΨaxeheadsΩ in the BVHS collection come 

from Eureka and Cooper's Lane at Main Arm.) 

 


