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Country Party Ascendancy 
 

In posting the results of the Oct1930 Depression election at which A.E. Budd (Country Party, Byron) was the only member 
returned unopposed in New South Wales…, the SMH explained that The electorate, of course, is a veritable Gibraltar for 
the Country Party. Certainly no Labor nominee would have the remotest chance of election in it.... [Anglican Arthur Eames 
Budd (1870 Ipswich – 1957 Murwillumbah) carried the Country Party colours for the State seat of Byron 1927-1941, his 
team’s banner flying over the region for another 74yrs.] 
 

[Tedium Alert: If you’re interested in how the punters chose the local colour scheme you’ve got a tedious trawl through 
the next 9pgs of this bumper Christmas edition, filling the void until family history dramas return in the Feb2024 
newsletter. Moreover, most of the story was cut, paste and condensed from Mullumbimby; Foundation Events 1848-1908, 
published by BVHS Aug2011, and Mullumbimby; Boom and Bust 1908-1928 in Oct2012, with excerpts repeated in various 
newsletters over the years, which were mostly compiled from events recorded in the Mullumbimby Star. Political groupies 
can visit other newspapers on Trove for more detailed and nuanced views of the various regional midwives attending the 
Country Party’s birth (or for more clarity on this narrative.)] 
  
Back in the day, the selectors were generally considered social conservatives and economic socialists with broad Liberal 
values. Their arrival from 1881 marked the start of expansion of the Brunswick electoral roll, but the district seldom 
registered on the political radar until mid1889 when Mullum landowner, Presbyterian Thomas George Hewitt of the 
Clarence (1841 Stonehenge – 1915 Lismore), became proprietor of the Northern Star and editorialised ‘Brunswick River 
Wants’…. The present roads, or rather tracks of mud and water, are a disgrace to the settlers, and reflect great discredit 
on the Protectionist Trio of Ewing, Nicoll and Perry MLAs, who appeared on the scene in Feb1889 when the Richmond-
Tweed region (with 5930 enrolled voters) became a three-member electorate. Great dissatisfaction exists at the way in 
which our senior member, Mr Ewing, has disregarded the requirements of the Brunswick (verses generosity to the Bay)..., 
said Hewitt’s ‘Brunswick Correspondent’, the prominent Presbyterian John Macgregor of Myocum, on 19Jun1889. 
 

The Tweed-Byron portion of the Richmond electorate contained only 17% of the voters, of whom 70% lived in the Tweed 
district. These punters were given a choice of four Protectionist candidates and gave the nod to Anglican incumbent 
Thomas Thompson Ewing, a ‘moderate Protectionist’ until becoming a staunch ‘Liberal-Protectionist’ upon moving to 
Federal Politics in 1901; Presbyterian Bruce Baird Nicoll, also a moderate Protectionist with Liberal leanings; and 
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Presbyterian Orangeman John Perry, variously a Protectionist, Progressive, Liberal and Nationalist over his career as 
Member for Richmond 1889, Ballina 1894, Richmond 1904 and Byron 1913-1920, while residing in Sydney from 1892.  
 

At the 1891 Depression election Ewing, Perry and Nicoll were returned as 
‘Independent Protectionists’, favouring the leadership of ‘Free Trader’ Premier 
Henry Parkes over Protectionist George Dibbs, the latter arguing strongly against the 
Byron Breakwater and allegedly the coiner of the phrase 'the railway from nowhere 
to nowhere' as a description of the proposed Richmond-Tweed line, from which 
Surveyor Ewing made a motza. 
 

From 1894 to 1904 the Brunswick fell within the bailiwick of the Tweed electorate, 
initially held by Protectionist Joseph Bede Kelly, a Catholic surveyor of Tyagarah, 
(see biography at 81.-Newsletter-February-2019.pdf 
(mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)), thence Catholic lawyer Richard Denis Meagher 
running as Independent Everything. In 1904 the Brunswick returned to the 
reconfigured State seat of Richmond and representation by Progressive John Perry 
who narrowly defeated Anglican Liberal Thomas Temperley (1844 Parramatta – 
1918 Sydney) for the seat (38% v. 37%). (At this time the ‘Progressives’ were 
described as ‘thinly disguised Protectionists’.) 
 

Temperley, proprietor of the Ballina-based Richmond River Times, had the support 
of 'non-political' Norco and won all Bruns/Byron booths except Tyagarah, his best 
win occurring in the contest for the hearts and minds of the Mullumites, making up the largest pocket of voters in the 
district, where 70% turned traitor to the Progressive cause. But Perry, supported by the Orange and Temperance Lodges, 
won the Ballina district, giving him the overall edge. John Macgregor in the Northern Star reckoned that The majority of 
business people seem to be in favour of Perry, but the surrounding districts are very much in favor of Temperley. (See 
Macgregor biography at 82.-Newsletter-March-2019.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)) 

 

At the 1907 State election Machiavellian Perry, now carrying the sobriquet ‘Honest 
John’ Perry, stood as Endorsed Liberal and comprehensively trounced Independent 
Temperley, who was backed by the Machiavellian Byron Shire President, David Jarman 
(see biography at 101.-Newsletter-November-2020.pdf 
(mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)). In 1910 Liberal Perry defeated Laborite William Neal 
Gillies, foundation Councillor with Tintenbar Shire and future Premier of Queensland 
(61% v. 39%). Presbyterian Gillies was backed by Presbyterian Mayor Hollingworth, 
Foundation President of the Mullum branch of the Political Labor League. 
Hollingworth’s nemesis, Methodist William Robert Baker, Chairman of Norco, initially 
nominated to oppose Mr Perry as a ‘Liberal’, but not as a follower of the Wade (‘Liberal 
Reform’) Government, but subsequently withdrew, while his brother Albert was a 
major campaigner for Perry (and Albert's wife was canvassing on behalf of the 
Mullumbimby Ladies' Liberal League, along with Ethel Holt, daughter of the proprietor 
of the Mullum Star). Albert was a foundation member of the Mullum branch of the 
Liberal and Reform League, which addressed meetings all over the place with the 
message that the Laborites were revolutionary socialists who'd nationalise the cows. 
(See Baker biography and political history at 106.-Newsletter-May-2021.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)). 
 

[By mid1912 Alderman Joe Hollingworth had a foot in both camps as President of the Byron Electorate Council of the 
Political Labor League and as President of the Mullumbimby Branch of the United Liberty League, which was more aligned 
to Liberal ideology. At this time Mullum had 100 financial PLL members, tying with Ballina as the second largest branch in 
the Byron Electorate after Murbah with 192 (Byron 62, Burringbar 20).] 
 

Federal Liberal Ewing retired to his Burringbar farm just prior to the Apr1910 'White Australia' election, by which time the 
Protectionists and Free Traders/Anti-Socialists had 'fused' into the Liberal Party, prompting local Labor to mount its first 
Federal challenge. The Endorsed Liberal, Anglican Englishman Walter Massy-Greene, a gifted orator and foundation 
President of Terania Shire, scored 47% of the Mullum vote, his second-best win in the 16 sub-division electorate. 
Independent Liberal, Venour Nathan, faded away and Endorsed Laborite, William Neal Gillies, son of Dougal, foundation 
member of the North Coast Anti-Alien Society, was trounced by the Independent Laborite. 
 

In mid1912 Presbyterian Mayor James Davidson (see biography at 107.-Newsletter-June-2021.pdf 

 
Thomas Thomson Ewing,  

(1856 Pitt Town - 1920 Sydney) 
(Courtesy 'Australian Dictionary of 

Biography') 

 
John Perry MLA, 1899 

(1845 Sydney – 1922 Pittwater) 
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(mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)) joined the reformed Mullumbimby Branch of the 
Liberal Association, now chaired by Anglican Lawyer Nathanial P. Moriarty. By 
early 1913 the Town/Farmer divide was becoming more pronounced when 
Moriarty twice attempted to hold the AGM at the School of Arts, but couldn't get 
a quorum. He finally attracted about 18 of the local liberal minded, mostly 
landlords, to a meeting at Mooyabil, where school headmaster W.J. Milgate was 
secretary of the Farmers and Settlers Association, which colluded with the 
Liberals to endorse Massy-Greene MHR and Perry MLA for the respective Federal 
and State elections of mid and late 1913. (The 1913 fun and games are covered 
in ‘Climate Change’ at 5.-Newsletter-February-2012.pdf 
(mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)) 
 

Federal Liberal Walter Massy Greene, scored 70% of the Richmond vote and won 
all subdivisions, the Mullumites awarding him 73%, his 3rd best win, while the 
punters of the Tweed gave him his worst result. But within the Mullum subdiv the 
town and environs presented him with 67%, while the surrounding farmers at 
Billinudgel offered 74%, Durrumbul 88% and Crabbes Creek 89% (and his fellow 
Bruns residents 85%). 
 

At the State election of Dec1913 Liberal Perry was challenged by 65yr old Catholic 
Robert Thord Campbell of Bangalow, a 'Selected Country Party Candidate', the 
first ever appearance of such a party in the region, attracting the support of the 
new management of the Mullumbimby Star, which asserted that The vote for this 
candidate will, we predict, be bigger than what is expected, and even if defeated, 
he will have blazed the track for another man. (The new direction of the 
Mullumbimby Star was another big event for 1913, Henry Holt handing the editorial pen to forthright George Cameron 
following the Federal election.) 
 

Perry topped the poll with 51%, Independent Liberal Street 36%, Country Campbell 12% and Independent Pearson 1%, 
with the local booths, including Byron Bay and Bangalow, showing an average return of 67% to Perry, who was slightly 
more popular in the country than the towns (compared to the wider gulf of the Federal poll). The Mullum Star said ...We 
have been accused of being unfair in the contest. The paper backed up what we considered as the best policy for the 
country, i.e., the Country Party - and suffered defeat..., but won the praise of fawning Perry MLA in a flattering telegram - 
'...your paper absolute fairness.' State-wide the 'Country Party' won one seat while the 'Farmers and Settlers Association' 
took 10 at the expense of the Liberals (but locally the 'Farmers and Settlers' had formed a coalition with the Liberals). (Six 
months later the Mullum Star was unimpressed with What is alleged as a Country Party has come into existence in New 
South Wales, but so far as can be seen, it is simply calling ten members of a party by another name while still belonging to 
the original party....) 
 

Cameron Champions Conscription and the Country Cause 
 

George Cameron figured that the political wing of the Farmers and Settlers Association was a defacto Liberal Party and 
started to champion the cause of a Country Party in State politics in May1914. But before he could work up a head of 
steam he was sidetracked by Federal politics when, in Jun1914, Liberal Prime Minister Cook called a snap election. R.W. 
(Will) Argue, a 24yr old Presbyterian farmer of Mullumbimby Creek and secretary of the local Liberal Association, called 
an urgent meeting to prepare the way for Massy Greene MHR, who was ultimately returned unopposed.  
 

George was back pillorying Perry in Apr1915, reckoning that the country bumpkin votes either Liberal or Labor (two City 
Parties)... and what John Perry is is as much a puzzle.... In Jun1915, just after the big Labor win in Queensland, he reported 
that At the protest meeting held on Saturday (over the fixing of the price of butter)… it was these same grumblers who 
refused to support a Country Party man "Because he had no chance!".... The price of butter is kept down because it is for 
the benefit... mostly for a clique of Liberals or Laborites, who fatten on the country, like John Perry (who so far as this paper 
has heard has never raised his voice on the Butter question, or is likely to do until forced into the question by public 
opinion)....  
 

While continuing his support for the ‘Separation Movement’ (advocated by Dr Earle Page of Grafton), things political 
drifted until the formation of the Primary Producers Union in Mar1916 when George awoke from hibernation to again 
start pushing his Country Party barrow 12mths in advance of the state election. This paper has supported the Country 
Party for a long time, and is glad that the primary producers now look to be breaking up that policy (of voting for the 

 
Joseph Nicholson Hollingworth 1914 

(1864 Lismore - 1919 Sydney) 
His Mullum Star Obit said In politics he 
was an Australian and a Democrat - 
Australian in that he backed anything 
that, in his opinion, was for the good of 
Australia. 
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representatives of one of the City parties)....  
 

Perry MLA again nominated as a Liberal for Byron, but in Jun1916 George advised that A strong requisition has induced… 
Oliver Virtue, a Wesleyan Methodist from Northern Ireland and now of the auctioneering house of Virtue & Noble, 
principally Bangalow-based but with a Mullum branch office, to oppose the Hon. J. Perry…. 
 

Addressing the punters from the balcony of the Middle Pub, Perry MLA said He had sent word to Mr Virtue that he would 
abide by the decision of Mr Wade as to which should stand in the Liberal interests and if Mr Wade said Mr Virtue he would 
stand down... (Applause)…. George Cameron pointed out that John has threatened to resign many a time, when a suitable 
man came forward…, and should be told that he has outlived his usefulness as a member. Conversely, George's fellow 
Media Baron over at the Bay said Our member looks fit and well and all the flapdoodle, Tommy Rot talk of having "served 
his turn," etc., reflects but little credit on the speakers.... 
 

Campaigning went on apace until the 
Conscription Referendum of 28Oct1916 
changed the dynamics. (Refresh on the local 
political machinations in ‘Lest We Forget - 
Lesson Two’ at 9.-Newsletter-June-2012.pdf 
(mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)). Premier 
Holman, a campaigner for conscription, was 
expelled from the Labor Party and formed a 
coalition with Charles Wade's Liberals on 
15Nov1916, contesting the election of 
24Mar1917 as leader of the new National 
Party. (Likewise, at Commonwealth level Billy 
Hughes became the leader of the new 
Nationalist Party.) Perry remained a 
backbencher, his last cabinet post being 
Minister for Agriculture in 1910. 
 

On 1Mar1917 Independent Nationalist Oliver Virtue opened the batting on his home pitch of Bangalow. Next up was Percy 
Tighe, Catholic lawyer of Ballina and ex-Laborite now standing as an Independent Nationalist, saying at Mullum on 
6Mar1917 that the Liberal party had drifted into a rut of conservatism…, but the new National Party, led by the most 
capable men of the old Labor Party and of the old Liberal party, is destined to success if it adhered to the policy outlined by 
Mr Holman.... Joe Hollingworth, still showing loyalty to an old Labor Mate, moved the vote of thanks. The following night 
Endorsed Nationalist Perry MLA rallied the faithful, with John Macgregor moving the vote of thanks, seconded by W.A. 
Back. 
 

Three days later it was the turn of Patrick 
McMahon, Catholic Irishman and Tweed Shire 
Councilor, to address a large attendance at the 
School of Arts presided over by Deputy Mayor 
Reilly (a Catholic Irishman). He was Independent 
Something, implied journalist Cameron in taking 
the mickey: Before Patrick McMahon came to 
Australia he must have kissed the Blarney Stone, as 
at his meeting on Monday evening he kept the 
"blarney" going strong....  
 

On 16Mar1917 Oliver Virtue addressed a crowd at 
the School of Arts, Mayor Morrison presiding, and 
claimed Perry was never on the job, rarely 
attending sessions of Parliament, and broke a 'Kirribilli Agreement' to stand down at this election. Both the Virtue and 
Perry adverts were headed 'Lest We Forget', Virtue's listing all of Perry's sins and publicly announcing he had the support 
of Mayor Morrison and other high-profile Brunswickians. Perry's adverts were signed off by W.A. Back and R.R. Mallett, 
the respective secretary and treasurer of the Perry's Mullumbimby Re-election Committee. (The Hollingworth & Mallett 
sawmill partnership had broken up by this time.)   
 

The election resulted in Perry taking 55% of the Mullum vote over Virture's 36%, demonstrating once again that George 

 
Recruiting Rally intersection of Dalley and Burringbar Streets 1914-18, the 

Mullumites giving strong support to the war effort.) 

 
Orange Lodge assembles at the School of Arts on 12Jul1907 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/9.-Newsletter-June-2012.pdf
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Cameron's support was the kiss of death. Overall Perry got home with 39% (a majority of 56 votes), versus Virtue on 38%, 
McMahon 16% (and winning the Tweed), Tighe 7% and McKeever 0.4%. The odd booth out in the Brunswick district was 
Durrumbul which gave Virtue 65%, better than his home turf of Bangalow where he scored 64%. 
 

But, in accordance with the electoral system then in vogue, the two had to undergo a run-off in a second ballot. This 
election got a little dirtier, with personal abuse getting a run along with sectarianism, but Perry made it home with an 
absolute majority of 52%, awarded by 56% of the eligible voters who bothered to front.  
 

[After the first poll Oliver Virtue and Catholic J.D. Condon of Durrumbul had offered a Fifty Pounds Reward.... The above 
amount will be paid to any person or persons who will give information of such a nature as will lead to the conviction of 
one or more of the Sectarian Microbes responsible for the circulating of the following infamous lie - "That Oliver Virtue 
gave a substantial donation to the Mullumbimby R.C. Church Funds in order to capture the Catholic Vote."....] 
 

No sooner had the punters given their State verdict 
than the Feds turned up seeking validation. It looked 
like Nationalist Massy Greene MHR would be 
returned unopposed until Sydney interloper John B. 
Steel, ex-Labor but now President of The Young 
Australia National Party, turned up to give a 2hr 
address from the balcony of the Railway Hotel, 
expounding on the merits of doing away with State 
parliaments and imported Governors.... This should 
have brought a joyful response from George 
Cameron, but he gave him very little space compared 
to Massy Greene's pro-conscription utterances, 
which turned out to be the main election issue. Like 
Tighe before him, Steel, an anti-conscriptionist with 
a son serving at the front, was painted as a defacto 
Laborite. 
 

On 5May1917 Massy Greene romped home in Mullum with 77% of the vote, less than Byron with a generous 83% but 
above the Richmond average of 75%. His worst result was 63% at Murbah, home to the proportionally largest Catholic 
commune in the region.  
 

The only regional newspaper baron to be an exception to the pro-conscription rule was Catholic Michael O'Halloran, the 
Bolshie proprietor, printer and publisher of Lismore's Northern People who was arrested for publishing ‘statements likely 
to prejudice the recruiting of His Majesty’s Forces in Australia’ in contravention of the War Precautions Act, when he wrote 
All I can say is that if those who are responsible for the continuance of the carnage are not lunatics they are certainly 
providing a huge crop of future lunatics. He was found guilty and fined a week before George Cameron stepped-up his 
editorial campaign, writing on 29Nov1917 that Since the War started the Mullum Star has had only one idea as to how 
men were to be raised to fight, and that was by the fair and democratic method of conscription.... It is known that Perry is 
in favour of Conscription, but he might as well be dead for all we hear or see of him up this way….  
 

The Byron Record published the 2nd referendum results on 22Dec1917 showing Mullum's resolve hadn't weakened much, 
coming in with 64% Yea, while Byron had backed down to an average 69%, although with a confusing pattern throughout 
the subdivision - the Bay itself dropping from 80% to 74% Yes, Tyagarah increasing from 63% to 68% Yes, Bangalow 
decreasing from 79% to 69%, and Ewingsdale doing a big switch from 56% Yes to 64% No, all despite a pro conscription 
stance by Proprietor Burgess: If you vote "No" Australia is dishonoured... If you vote "Yes" you vote for honour, and 
honourable war.  Up the Tweed road, where Murbah Mayor Ernie Newell had resigned in late Nov1917 because he was 
not prepared, for business and other reasons, to take the active part in the referendum campaign which his position called 
for, and where Fr Henry Van Riel, Catholic Parish Priest of Tweed Heads, had to do penance for 'statements likely to cause 
public alarm' a week before the poll, things had reversed, from 54% Yes to 54% No, joining the voice of the like-minded 
subdivisions of Casino, Drake and Tenterfield in helping bring down Richmond's total Yes vote from 60% to 57%. 
Nevertheless, Richmond remained the only country electorate in NSW to remain steadfast, along with the 4 loyal Sydney 
electorates and the other 21 disloyal NSW electorates.  
 

George Soldiers on 
 

Even though the punters had rejected his advocacy of taking the middle way with a new Country Party, George Cameron 

 
Railway Hotel ~1915, cnr Station and Burringbar Streets. 

(The original single storey hotel, built 1892 by Joe Yates, was 
demolished and rebuilt by Malcolm McGougan in 1913.) 
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started campaigning for the 1919/20 elections immediately after the 1917 polls. Over the next few years he never let an 
opportunity pass to stick it up both major parties and their local representatives, while making some dubious assertions 
on how the region would be redeemed through Country Party theology. In Aug1918 he predicted that the Country 
Pumpkins (you can call them nothing else) that reside about these parts still send John Perry (a City man for years) to 
represent them for years... and Mr Massy Greene (recently appointed head of the Price Fixing Commission) arrived at 
Sydney on Tuesday but refused absolutely to say anything about prices or price fixing.... 
 

Into 1919 he got excited about the arrival on the political stage of Captain Carmichael, whose Returned Soldiers' and 
Citizen's Political Federation morphed into the People's Party in Mar1919. Still, George was initially sceptical, editorialising 
that The latest prophet with that word (Decentralisation) emblazoned on his banner is Captain Carmichael of the People's 
Party - a Party of one as yet and therefore absolutely unanimous on the subject....  
  

In May1919 'proportional representation' and new State electoral boundaries were announced, Byron to now include the 
whole of old Byron and Lismore electorates, a major part of Clarence and a small part of Tenterfield, to be represented by 
three members. George Cameron wasn't happy and urged his readership to go with the People's Party, as the new 
boundaries gave Sydney and Newcastle half the seats in the State and further entrenched his pet peeve of ‘Centralism’. 
The Nationals and Laborites have been weighed in the balance and found wanting….  
 

Just after Perry’s Nationalist circus returned to Sydney A deputation waited on Mr P.E. Tighe at Ballina requesting him to 
become a candidate for Byron at the forthcoming election.... The name of Cr W. T. Missingham (of Terania Shire) has also 
been mentioned as a candidate.., but a week later (28Aug1919) Premier Holman announced his Byron team as Zuill, Perry 
and Nesbitt, sitting members for Clarence, Byron and Lismore respectively. George mischievously commented on the move 
afoot to induce Perry to stand down by offering him £1500, that is three year's pay... as a testimonial towards Mr Perry on 
condition that he does not present himself as a candidate.... John, when they start poking fun at you about testimonials - 
that's the handwriting on the wall! 
 

On the morning of 21Oct1919 Captain Carmichael MLA (still formally the pro-conscriptionist Labor member for Leichardt) 
chose to launch his Northern Rivers campaign at Billinudgel, where he had a enthusiastic reception, followed by a rally at 
Mullum in the afternoon. ...The Farmers and Settlers' Association together with the Graziers' Association had decided to 
throw in their lot with him, and the party would be known as the Progressive Party.... (The truth was that Capt Carmichael's 
'People's Party' had stagnated and he took his supporters into the Progressive Party formed by, and very much under the 
control of, the Farmers and Settlers Association. He and the Graziers' Association each got 3 seats on the Central Executive.) 
…Captain Carmichael said… he believed in keeping Australia White. He thought if the (Chinese banana) land was wanted 
by soldiers, the Government should resume it at its original cost....  
 

And there the State campaign rested while 
the Federal campaign came from nowhere 
to centre stage. John Steel, secretary of the 
"Sons of Australia" Society, campaigning for 
abolition of the States, free Crown Land for 
ex-servicemen and other impossible 
dreams, addressed the Mullum punters at a 
rally in late Nov1919. At Massy Greene's 
party three days later The attendance was 
fairly good, but could not be compared with 
previous election meetings.... After 
explaining how the Nationalists won the war 
Massy Greene asserted that if it had not 
been for the National Party the primary 
producers could not have existed…. During 
the four years Australia had been most prosperous than it had ever been and had got 66 per cent more for its products.... 
John Macgregor seconded the vote of thanks moved by Chairman Mayor Selwood. 
 

W.N. Gillies, Queensland Minister for Agriculture and an old opponent of Massy Greene, campaigned for Endorsed 
Laborite Ernest O'Dea, whom the Mullum Star didn’t think worth a mention. The end result at the 13Dec1919 polling day 
was a win to Massy Greene and the Nationalists with 63% of the Richmond vote, a big drop from the 74% he scored at the 
Conscription Election of 1917, while Mr Informal's vote went from 1.5% to 6.2%. At the declaration of the poll the Northern 
Star commented on the extraordinary apathy of the electors at a most critical period of Australia's existence..., while the 
Byron Record said it was a depressing election.  Apparently everybody was too busy making bananas and cream to take 

 
Walter Massy Greene's six-roomed weekender at Brunswick Heads, ~1917.  

(His front yard was rapidly eroding until the rock wall was built in 1917) 
(He sold up in 1926 and the place subsequently became a boarding house, 
while the area to the right became the 'Massey-Greene Camping Reserve'.) 
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time out to revive party branches and stir up excitement around the neighbourhood or, like George Cameron, it was a 
case of a pox upon both their houses. In Mullum Massy Greene scored 69% of the vote, moving up a notch to make it his 
4th best win in the 14 subdivision hierarchy. In Byron his support dropped from 81% to 67%, while he continued to be 
least liked at Murbah, dropping from 62% to 53%. 
 

Nation-wide the Nationalists lost 13 seats, but still retained enough to hold power. The big winners were the various 
farmers groups, capturing 10 electorates, including Cowper, won for the Farmers and Settlers’ Association by Methodist 
Dr Earle Page of Grafton. Dr Page formally founded the Country Party when he convinced six of the ten like-minded souls 
to take their seats under this banner, going on to transform (or destabilise) Australian politics by wielding the balance of 
power. 
 

State Election 
 

Many candidates then started to emerge from the woodwork to contest the State Elections. Oliver Virtue had been the 
first to pop up in Oct1919, withdrawing his nomination for Nationalist preselection and fell in behind the soldiers and 
ruralists… to announce his new love affair with the Progressives. Then upon the dissolution of parliament in Feb1920 75yr 
old Perry MLA, the 2nd longest-serving Parliamentarian after Lee of Tenterfield, suddenly announced he was re-marrying 
and wouldn't be re-contesting Byron, deciding to accept a seat in the Legislative Council instead, but strongly advocating 
Zuill and Nesbitt before departing. Many others then threw their hats into the ring, the first being 78yr old Cudgera 
McKeever to announce he was the 'Accredited Country Party Candidate'. Ultimately 12 nominated, but Oliver Virtue 
wasn't one of them, quietly disappearing from the hustings with no explanations or fanfare (nor did Labor O'Dea front 
after earlier signaling his intention to run.) 
 

George Cameron announced that 5 of the 12 should be dismissed, leaving five anti-Laborites to beat two Laborites, and 
this should not be a difficult task.... Missingham (farmer of Dorroughby and President of the Richmond District Council of 
the PPU), Perdriau (farmer of Terranora), and Nicholson (farmer of Harwood) stand together as Progressives, and 
represent the Richmond, Tweed and Clarence respectively. The Labor Party has only two candidates, Ryan and Swiney... 
from the bush townships of Paddington and Leichhardt. Of the remainder, Tighe is independent of all parties, put promises 
to support country interests in general and the welfare of the North Coast in particular.... Mr Tighe, who is a fluent and 
forceful speaker, in his address denounced the Holman Government.... His views approximate those of the Country Party 
and he would give that Party his support if it went straight.... 
 

Nesbitt and Zuill, now changing tack to 'Independent Nationalists', announced that they'd give their third preferences to 
Ray Perdriau, an ex-soldier and one of the driving forces behind formation of the Tweed Fruit Growers Association who 
preferred the company of Missingham and Nicholson, calling themselves the 'Endorsed Country Party Candidates'. [But 
George Cameron, growing tired of recording their utterances, reckoned that The fact of the matter is that the electors are 
"fed up" hearing the same views enunciated time after time. All the candidates for Byron Electorate have only 'country' 
interests (with the exception of the laborer and the carpenter from Leichhardt and Paddington) and the result is a sameness 
of views being expressed in the speeches that wearies the listener....] 
 

Two weeks before the election George came out in favour of Perdriau because Both Nationalist and Laborite have been 
weighed in the balance and proven incapable.... The (now) Byron electorate has been looked on in the past as one of the 
strongholds of Liberalism or Nationalism, and yet that former all-powerful clique in Sydney have not one "selected" 
candidate in the field. Two of the candidates stand as "independent" Nationalists, but what that means only themselves, 
and the "Northern Star," and their Maker seem to know.... For the above reasons this paper favours Perdriau for No 1 
Vote.... 
 

Perdriau had the solid support of the returned soldiers and banana growers of the Brunswick. The Northern Star, run in 
the interests of the Orangemen claimed Monsignor McGuire, championed the cause of Nationalist Nesbitt whose 
utterances particularly got up the Catholic nose. Nesbitt, endorsed by the Farmers and Settlers' Association in 1913, said 
he knew Mr Missingham as a Liberal in 1913, and now that candidate was known as a Progressive in the morning, a 
Farmer’s party man in the afternoon, and a Country party man at eight…. The Northern Star, which gave a more 
comprehensive coverage of the election than George Cameron, also reckoned In the present election there has been a 
vein of bitterness running through the contest from the outset. This is entirely due to the discreditable attitude of the 
Progressive faction….  
 

Of Laborite T.J. Swiney’s appearance in town, George remarked that he outlined the policy of his party, and a very glowing 
policy it was..., although nobody was more confused than George to see Swiney get up, but elections evidently are not run 
on logical lines or else the electors are not logical in their voting....  
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Fifty three percent of the eligible voters turned up to give Nationalist Nesbitt 24% of the primary vote, Labor Swiney 20%, 
Progressive Nationalist Perdriau 17%, Progressive Missingham 10%, Nationalist Zuill 9%, and the other 7 candidates the 
remainder (6 of whom came in behind Mr Informal who scored 6.9% of the vote.) Ballina Tighe, effectively a Country Party 
candidate but branded 'closet Labor', scored 5%. No candidate reached the quota of 5103. After preferences Perdriau 
(27.4%), Nesbitt (26.3%), and Swiney (25.5%) were given the nod. The Nationalists lost the auction and Premier Holman, 
another who switched from Labor after the 1916 conscription referendum, lost his seat. George Cameron continued 
accusing Sydney of profiting at the expense of the Country and started campaigning for the 1922 elections and the New 
State Movement. 
 

Separation and the New State of ‘New England’ 
 

Serious debate on separation from NSW had restarted after the war, mainly instigated 
by Country Party stirrers and aided and abetted by George Cameron right up until his 
death in mid1920. From the editorial pulpit on 13May1920 he declared that This paper 
would like to see some enthusiasm shown on the subject (of Separation) and let the 
rest of the State know that Mullumbimby was absolutely sick of Sydney rule.... The 
following week he started the undermining of Massy Greene MHR and laying the 
groundwork for a Country Party coup: Mr Greene has only once managed to gather 
his hind legs underneath him, assume an upright attitude and address the House since 
it opened this session.... On the other hand, Dr Earle Page, our next door member... 
has wonderful views on new States and hydro power. This is the real cure for the 
present Centralisation that is the curse of the whole of Australia, and more especially 
the part that Mr Greene is supposed to represent, and yet on both questions he was 
dumb as the proverbial oyster.... (Scotsman George died 27Jun1920, aged 42, his 
paper eulogising that ‘In all matters he was an Australian….’ Wife Muriel appointed a 
series of editors until selling to 28yr old Milton Flint, ex-treasurer of the Tenterfield 
Branch of the Country Party, in Nov1932. Refresh on The Local Rag at 99.-Newsletter-
September- 2020.pdf (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au))  
 

Mullum apathy was at work again in Oct1920 when A meeting was called for Friday evening last in the local School of Arts 
for the purpose of considering the question of amalgamating the New State League and North Coast Development League 
(of which School Headmaster Hutchinson was secretary) and electing office-bearers, but owing to the poor attendance 
the fixture lapsed....  
 

Perdriau MLA was appointed General Secretary of the North Coast Development League in Dec1920 and gave a pep talk 
to all branches. The New State Movement..., has like an avalanche, been gaining in momentum and weight..., followed by 
a sermon from Dr Page to the Billinudgelites on 16Dec1920. Mullum finally formed a branch in Mar1921, but only 14 
residents deemed the movement of sufficient importance to put in an appearance…, electing Mayor Morrison as President 
and G.T. Hutchinson as one of the Vice-presidents. Shortly afterwards a branch was formed in the Labor town of Byron 
Bay, where Norco employed the largest unionised workforce in the neighbourhood.  
 

In Jul1921 Mullum became the centre of the Tweed District No 2 Council of the New State Movement, for administration 
of branches at Burringbar, Crabbe's Creek, Billinudgel, Mullumbimby, Byron Bay and Bangalow, with J.C. Morrison as 
President. But, after all that effort, the Movement began to lose its momentum in Oct1921 when Premier Storey died and 
turmoil in State politics took centre stage along with the growing economic gloom. James Dooley then reformed a shaky 
Labor Government which managed to hang together until the elections in Mar1922. In the meantime Dr Page had ousted 
Mr McWilliams as leader of the Federal Parliamentary Country Party and Perdriau was appointed Whip of the NSW 
Progressive Party. 
 

State Election 
 

On 13Feb1922 ex-digger Perdriau MLA was the first to make his pitch to the Mullum punters as a Progressive Coalitionist, 
saying he had always advocated the formation of a Country Party which would be solely under country control..., but the 
attempt had been a failure because the broad Progressive Party had conflicting Country and City interests. It was acts such 
as these (the intention to impose the basic wage on the dairy industry) of the Dooley Government that brought about the 
coalition.... At present the Government was providing 50,000 unemployed with a dole of 10s per week.... The high basic 
wage and the 44 hour week were... the cause. Three months ago the primary producer was receiving 1s 1½d per lb for his 
product (cream), now it was only 9d..., and they were working for less than the basic wage.  
 

 
Dr Earle Page, 1920 

(1880 Grafton – 1961 Sydney) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/99.-Newsletter-September-2020.pdf
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/99.-Newsletter-September-2020.pdf
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The next development was an advertising campaign by the Protestant Federation advising that the Catholics were making 
a bid for temporal power through the wicked Labor Party. They intimidated most candidates into signing their platform, 
but Anglican Perdriau took exception to their tactics, and I desire to completely dissociate myself with this brand of 
Protestantism. The District Council of the Protestant Federation and the Loyal Orange Lodge endorsed George Nesbitt (1) 
and C.J.T.F. Williams (2) and your third, fourth, fifth and sixth, as you think fit to the Anti-Socialist Candidates. Nesbitt of 
Lismore and Williams of Grafton reluctantly nominated Perdriau of the Tweed as their running mate, placing him 3rd on 
their card, but Perdriau distanced himself with an independent how-to-vote card simply saying Vote (1) for him then 2,3,4,5 
and 6 for the other Progressive and Nationalist candidates.... 
 

Nor did Perdriau like the tactics of the ‘Country Party’ group of Steve Blackman, William Missingham and William Zuill. 
On their how-to-vote card Mr R.S. Perdriau, Progressive Coalitionist candidate, is described as a Nationalist. This is a 
deliberate falsehood and libel on Mr Perdriau.... Missingham called himself a 'Country Progressive and New Stater' and 
grouped himself with Blackman (who called himself a 'Coalition Candidate' initially, thence 'The Farmer's Candidate') and 
Zuill (who called himself 'Country Party and New State Candidate') on the grounds of common interests. Blackman of 
Lismore was an ex-Liberal refugee from Queensland. 
 

Whilst the new management of the Mullumbimby Star maintained an aversion to the godless Bolsheviks, it made no overt 
recommendations to the Mullum punters, who chose to place Nesbitt at the top of the poll with 34% of the primary vote, 
Perdriau 29%, Swiney 21% and Missingham 9.5%. Across the electorate Nesbitt won 28% of the primary vote and easily 
made the quota. Perdriau got 22% and made it on the second count. Missingham snatched 10% and made it with the flow 
of Perdriau's surplus, just pipping Labor Swiney who had scored 21.9% of the primary and asked for a recount (finally 
losing to Missingham 7505 to 7282). 
 

The Coalition of Nationalists and Progressives won the State, but the Progressives who opposed the coalition repackaged 
themselves as ‘True Blue’ Progressives, including Missingham, and subsequently rebranded themselves as the Country 
Party. Byron enjoyed the distinction of being the only electorate in the State not to have a Labor representative, but it 
didn't lead to any solidarity. Perdriau branded Missingham 'implacable' and figured Nesbitt's win was due to a cleverly 
contrived sectarian coup, and not to any political issue.... Missingham subsequently convinced Machiavellian Nesbitt of 
their common interests and talked him into the Country Party. (Single seat electorates were reintroduced for the 1927 
election, won by Mayor Budd of Murbah for the Country Party. And it came to pass that Byron (1927-1988) and Ballina 
(1988-2015) electorates continued to send Country/National candidates to parliament for the next 88yrs.) 
 

Federal Election 
 

In mid Nov1922 Massy Greene turned up to be the first pollie to address the 
Mullumites, bringing the bad news that his Nationalist Government believed in 
voluntary butter pooling, whereas the PPU wanted a continuation of the 
compulsory pooling he had introduced during the war. Voluntarianism was also the 
theology preached by the Country Party and Norco, the chairman of which was John 
Macgregor who moved that Mr Massy Greene was a fit and proper person to 
represent them in the Federal parliament.... The Nationalist party had not only 
shown sympathy with the primary producer…. Personally he (Mr Macgregor) had no 
time for other candidates.... Mr R. Argue seconded the vote of confidence.... At this 
time Macgregor was still enjoying the status as Mullum's most revered pioneer and 
elder statesman, his endorsement of Massy Greene carrying considerable weight. 
 

On 4Dec1922 Lieutenant Roland Green turned up to deliver the Country Party 
message from the balcony of the Nelson Building, saying that During the war 
Australia was represented by two parties in the Federal Parliament, but at the last 
election - a third party - the Country party had come into being.... The city politicians 
had milked the rural cow too long. The Nationalist Party was city controlled and 
drew its funds from vested interests and industrial magnates. The country had been 
promised all sorts of things from former members, but they had not materialised....  
 

Presumably Labor Candidate Steel figured Mullumbimby was a lost cause, as the 
Lieutenant's visit was the last appearance of a pollie around town. The final political 
word came from the PPU a few days before the election on 16Dec1922, when they 
expressed the opinion that the only effective means of stabilising the butter industry is per medium of compulsory 
legislation.... Voluntary effort has failed, it is now a matter of compulsion - or as you are. 

 
Sir Walter Massy-Greene KCMG 

(1874 England - 1952 Melbourne). 
Hyphenated name formalised with 

the knighthood 1933. 
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The loyal Mullumites gave Massy Greene 50% of their vote (Byron 57%), upstart 
Green 40% (Byron 26%) and Laborite Steel 8% (Byron 13%). But across the 
electorate Massy Greene scored 43% of the primary vote versus Country Green's 
44%, and after distribution of Labor preferences Country Green ran away with 
53%. So, a one-legged ex-digger (who lost his leg in France and worked the 
electorate on crutches), defeated the highly regarded Minister for Defence on 
his home turf. How did he do it? Post-election he wrote an open letter to all 
regional newspapers thanking all his campaign workers, particularly my 
comrades of the AIF and their relatives and friends..., it that's a clue. The Country 
Party also poured huge resources into the campaign, every household 
bombarded with pamphlets and photos of the Lieutenant, making him easily 
recognizable in his door-knock campaign. Post-election their Campaign Director 
said we forecasted... that the Richmond would be the surprise packet of the 
election..., implying that the electorate was specifically targeted (by, amongst 
other stratagems, cunningly fielding a candidate with the confusing name 
‘Green’). Whatever the circumstances, they went on to hold Richmond for the 
next 78yrs. (But did the punters get it right, given that the farmers would have 
saved themselves a lot of heartache in adopting the original ‘Massy Greene 
Scheme’ for compulsory butter pooling rather than the Country Party's voluntary 
‘Paterson Plan’?)   
[If you had trouble following all that blame it on the haphazard editing that saw 
the draft reduced from 8564 to 6535 words then back to 6961.]  
                                                                                    

 

What’s the ‘goss’ at the museum 
Our 2024 calendar is on sale at the museum, newsagency & Mullum Bookshop 
for $20. Members price is $14; if you want it posted please add an extra $2. 

A new exhibition, History of the Court House Hotel Mullumbimby, will be in 
the museum, Stewart’s Menswear window and at the Court House Hotel.  The 
exhibits in the hotel & the window are abridged versions of the more detailed 
story at the museum.  It will be 40 years on Christmas Eve that it went up in 
flames. 
 

Congratulations to Peter and Susan Tsicalas who have both been recognised 
with Acknowledgment Certificates and badges by the Royal Australian 
Historical Society for their volunteer efforts in keeping the society and museum 
functioning; Peter for the publications he has written on local history, his 
newsletter contributions, and his labours in 
cleaning up after the floods; Susan for being the 
Society’s treasurer and correspondence secretary 
for 14 years, compiling the newsletter, managing 
the museum and its collection, and cleaning up 
after the floods.  Both well deserved. 
 

At the December market (16th) Stan Celinski will 
demonstrate bush crafts at the back of the shed. 
Parents & children most welcome to participate. 
          Stan at the Bangalow Show 2023 with a very happy Lola 

Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society Inc. 

Newsletter 
This newsletter is written by and for 
the members of the BVHS Inc 
 

17 Myokum St, Mullumbimby 
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482 

02 6684 4367 
admin@mullumbimbymuseum.org.au 

www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyM
useum 
 

Patrons:      Basil Cameron 
                   Cr. Mark Swivel 
President: Stephen Hall 
Vice President:  
                Dr Frederick Theiss 
Min. Secretary:  
                Alison McMahon 
Cor. Secretary: Susan Tsicalas 
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas 
Committee Members:  
               Ann Burnett 
               Dr Mark Edwards 
               Roland Sjoberg 
Shed Managers: 
               Roland Sjoberg,  
               Robert Garland 
Market Manager: 
               Jacqueline Smith       
Heritage Panel Representative 
              Chris Cooney 
Newsletter: Members 
WFD Supervisor:  
              Dr Frederick Theiss 
Public Officer: S. Tsicalas. 
 

All members are invited 
to contribute to this 
newsletter 
Please email contributions for the 
newsletter to  
admin@mullumbimbymuseum.org.au 
 

*Deadline for newsletter items 
LAST FRIDAY of the month 
 

NEXT MEETING:  
12th December @ 10.30   
 

MUSEUM HOURS – Tuesdays  
       and Fridays   10.00-12.00 
Market Saturdays 9.00 - 1.00 
 

MULLUMBIMBY COMMUNITY 
MARKET 
Next Market- Saturday Dec 16 

mullumbimbycommunitymarket.com.au 
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