First People of the Brunswick
Preamble

This abridged story on our local Indigeres is summarised from documented whitefella history. No
Brunswick/Durungbil descendants could be traced to help ftaghthe pre-Britannian society or to give an
Aboriginal perspective onthe process and aftermath of colonisatioNor is BVHS privy to anthropological or

I NOKF S2f 23A0Ff NBLR NI a Addgriar GuituiahHenfagerStudy® . @ N2y { KA NB
Our own library and archive resources, supplemented by various reliable websites and newspapers via Trove, wer
the main source of information.(Not to forget thelocal history section at thByronBay libraryandthe archiving

work of librarian Pat Kranzpo far only limited research has been carried out in the NSW State Records Office and
State Library. It is a work progress and will be updated as requirédast update®0Fel2023).

CautionaryNote

Sme of the quotes from the documents and newspapers of yesteryear express attiamtbiseliefs held by
Caucasian Australians towards Aboriginal Australians that may cause diBuméds.the interests of historical
veracity we have decided to leave such quotes unedited and without qualification or comment.

And Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandeeople ardorewarnedthat thisk OO2 dzy it 2 F G KS . NHzy/ 3
backgroundcontains images and names of people who have died.

Disclaimer

The draft was researched and written by nimdigenous BVHS volunteers who have no specigliglifications in
Aboriginal historyculture or languageltg I & LJ a a6 RS 8 GKSRW [ 201t andthedk I A
Bundjalung of Byron Bay Aboriginal Corporation (Arakval)¥ 2 NJ { KrS dniNdordedRafigy, Gefetions or
amplificationsdeemed necessary treconcilepossibledifferences inhistorical perspectiveand to ensure there

were no unwitting transgressions into culturally sensitive areas.

TBLAL@id not respond while the Board of Directoref the Arakwal Corporation, a registered chargyentually
decidedthat it would be more appropriate for the Arakwal People to present their own history, and to this end
BVHS considerably reduced Arakwal references irfitte¢ draft. But the Brunswick rad Byron clans were too
closely intertwined taentirely excludethe Arakwakor Bumberlin¥rom the story.

l'd GKFG GAYS GKS CSRSNIf /2d2NI s a O2yaARSNAYy3I GKS
up to and including th8runswick Riveprobably thepromptfor the Arakwal request thathis introduction include

the following nonspecific disclaimer:

The Bundjalung of Byron Bay Arakwal people do not endorse the information provided in the document
tittISR WCA NRIKS S2NInSa @01 Q a |y | O0dz2NF 4GS | 002 dzy i
early times of contact with Europeans on our lands.

People wishing to learn about the First People of this area, their history, their culture and their ongoing
connection to Country are invited to explore our websitétp://arakwal.com.au/

Since then the Federal Court has granted the Arakwal claim, givingprimatur to theerection of aninformation
.2FNR G GKS adzf f dzYoA YoRSIDOAIYSS | (B2 w2 NibdiyeRlirg dorldddryBidRN B0
confusion over thénistoricalstatusof the Durungbil and Minjungbal.

BVHSacknowledges! 6 2 NA IA Yy I £ FLyaRE ¢y2NNSaLIF AN S GF & G KS adnhdphyRA G A
our respects to their history, their living culture andBéders past and present.



http://arakwal.com.au/

First People of thdBrunswick

The BrunswicKeatures as asignificantlandmarkin a version ofthe creation legend ofThe Three Brothers
documented by theRevHugh LivingstongPresbyterian Minister on the Richmond 183&! He callecthe local

dialect Minyung' (the users of whiclwere dubbed the Minyangbal), whichis spoken at Byron Bay and on the
Brunswick RivX ®erecordedthat Long ago, Berrug, with his two brothers, Mommona &faburog, came to this
land..Ay + ANBI G OF y2S3 ¥ NEn dtdr yisitingdhie Twe&tarne(atR % the BruosSvicka S |
River, where he made a fire, and showed the paigal how to make fire. He taught them the laws about the kippara.
and about marriage and food, and thusthe Brunswick can claimne ofthe first Bora Ringjin the neighbourhood.

Although boundaries remain a vexed issuenost authorities
acceptthat our local ByroABrunswick Aboriginal Clans, sharing ¢
common dialect under the umbrella  of th
Minyangbal/MinjungbaMinyungbul People, were custodians o
the coastal strip from Broken Head to Wooyu@oincidentally, | &,
these boundaries defined the later ByrgnK A NS = BoKck | |§

District of Tweed RiveE Q F2NXSR Ay wmycpZ| @
governanceover the areafrom Broken Head to the Queensland g
border).

g KAQS

The earliespublicaccountof contactbetweenthe Indigenesand
the Colonisersvas given by CaptaWilliam Barkusvia articlesn
The Australianof 11Janl1828 and theSydney Gazetteof
22Aug1829. He had been tasked wstmarching for a wreck
reported bysome men who had been runaways from Moretor
Bay... At midday on 5Sep1827 laad a whale boat crewwvent
ashore at the yet to be named Richmond River, but th
determined upon returning to Moreton Bay overlandmaking
their first campsomewhere in the vicinity of Cape Byrdkt. one
PMnext day wefell in with a party ohatives, who seemed not tQ .5,
be amicably inclined towards usW2 &ossed the river yet to be caption accompanying this studio portrait
branded Brunswiclafter travelling up the south bailand Upon | John Fraser's 1892 bodkhe Aborigines of Ney
reaching the opposite bank, we cut through the bush, to avoid |ti8®uth Wales'although the photo is now know
natives, who we suspected werglined to disburthen us further to have come from the collection of J.W. Lindt
of clothing They dogged us, however; what they wanted |ifpraftonbased photographer 18686.
number making up by stratagem, and by that means succeeded [he splendid warrior dgcted is a ‘'madenan,
depriving some of the seamen of their hats and other articlg&2Vind passed the kippara’and received scarg
. . . . . his breast and back.)
which were immediately divided in sharamongst them, and
hung round their heads. After accompanying us for full three hours hard toiling over a soft sandy béagtdropt
off entirely..., probablysuggesting &ibal boundaryaroundWooyung.W 2 &entually crossed the Tweed wheéte
¢CKS yIUABSaQ Kdzi amndésfppdse teg Wade syffidmhBidNEdldzi bbdy of three hundred.men
W2 @ached the Logan River on the evening of 8Sepd827

1 Rev Livingston@ linguistic studyg & A y Of dzR S R A Shért GRAMMAR @ dVACARULARY of the DIALECT spoken
by the MINYUG PEOPLE of the negkt coast of New South Waleghich was carried as Appendix AAn Australian

Language as spoken by the AWABAKAL; The People of AWABA or LAKE MACQUARIE; Baihgfafh@ichanguages,
Traditions, and customs, by L.E. Threlketdduced by theGovernment Printer, 189¥iewable at
https://archive.org/stream/australianlanguaOOthrerich#page/n321/mode/2up

(RevLivingstod R2Sa y28G dzaS GKS ylYSa /I @Fryol K | yR 5dzNHzy3oAf T3
2 AnAboriginal Heritage Study of a traditional Pathway, Linking Coastal and Upland Resources, Northern New Squth Wales
by lan Fox2003 pgs 31, 41, 5Zhis study records numerous Aboriginal camp sared middenswithin the Billinudgel Nature
Reserveincludnga Bora Ringn the northern part of the Reserntewards Wooyungconsidered of great importance as the

place where théThree Brothers first made the Lote

Also seeBillinudgel Nature Reserve plan of management (PZY2KB) (nsw.gov.apg9, and
epbc_yelgun_hl-nominationform_1411-2011 redacted.pdf (nsw.gov.ap@s5, 14 (and Fig 2 for extent of Aboriginal sites)
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https://archive.org/stream/australianlangua00threrich#page/n321/mode/2up
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/Parks-plans-of-management/billinudgel-nature-reserve-plan-of-management-000090.pdf
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/project-submissions/2018/11/north-byron-parklands-cultural-events-site-ssd-8169-and-mp-09-0028-mod-5/20181217t153940/epbc_yelgun_nhl-nomination-form_14-11-2011_redacted.pdf
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Flrst People of the Twee(dtourtesyan F0>)

(Most of theTweed Aboriginal Community now accept th
there were only three main clans on the Tweed, overrid
the many assorted labels affixed by Europsattlers
throughthe years)
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Between ~1824 and ~184(fewof the bolters from the |  \ote that other authorities have other ideagthnologist

penal ettlement at Moreton Baymade it tothe Meston implies the Aboriginals of Cape Byron and
colonial outpost at Port Macquarie some passing | Currumbin shared the same dialect; Anthropologist Tind
through the Bunswick and leaving a lamentable| says the Minjungbal ranged as far as Southport; Lingui
legacy® But apart from their ambiguous recordhe Sharpesays the Minjungbal of the Brunswick shared ~9(
next documented visitto the Brunsvick was that of 2F¥ UKSANJ g2NRa sA0K UKS
surveyor Robert Dixorand his teanin 18404 However, | 2dzZNlisae Y S| U a QelfpuBlighpd 1988 2
whilst noting thepresence ofAboriginalsat Cape Byrorwhere we found a tribe of natives with their nets fishing
who werefine looking men..andwith the assistance of twoativeswe got to the top of thesteep Broken CIiff),

and the Richmond (wher&he naties had come in such numbejs he makes no reference to those of the
Brunswick.Over the period of his twoweek sojournon the north head of the Brunswickhe either deemed his
encowters with the residentAboriginal clamot worth recordingor there were none to reportjust asCaptin
Barkusy 2 i SR y 2 . NXMzy a(althabdh BavkasBail bypaSs¥dStigeithigh ground around Kings Creek,
possiblyhome to themajorcamp in thearea- see map pgell.)

The first sempermanentwhitefellagrampbetween the Tweed and Ballingas established on the North Heafl

the Brunswickoy Johnand Thomas Boyf the Tweed in~-1848. As best can be determinddbm the Wa K A LILJA Y
YS6aQ Ay @I NRkherdast cofisynientdf ¢cdaN® Sydney was in Apri851, after which the place
became awhite ghost town untilfour ships appeared on the horizon i838. Then followedne in each of the

years 1859/1861/1862 and none until 186%; which time cedagetters from Ballina and fitenbar had become
regular visitors, promptingobert Marshalto establish a permanent base on the south siley R 08 GKSy
was invoguefor takinglogsdirectly to shipsanchoredoffshore,sobypassing the treacherous river entrance.

8 The Colonisbf 17Dec183publishedCopies of Statements made at different times before the resident Rédigistrate,

Port Macquarie, by runaway Prisoners of the Crown from the Penal Settlement at Moreton@Beguple of whormerely

implied the existence ahe un-named Brunswick

'a F2NJ 0KS Wt I YSye€igvel bf S0OAR 18823 dparted tHm®atobEr 8831 the diseadeW 9 NHzLIG A S CS
5 A & Swas Soveyed to Port Macquarie by means of a prisoner, who had absconded from Moreton Bay, and on his way
met with a tribe of the Aborigines at Black Rock Ritver Richmond)a great number of whom were labouring under

symptoms of Smafiox... TheTrial Bay Blacks also were attacked with the disease, and from them it spread generally
through different tribes..

4 Dixon's Field Notebooks available at Stateary of Queensland, Brunswick pages3® A copy of his-page report to the
Surveyor General 3Aug1840 (ref NSW State Arcilees 3063, letter no. 40/54), available BVE&on initiallyarrived

onthe Brunswick by packhorse 17Junf@obablymaking camp on the North Heablt returned to Point Danger 2 days

later, prior to a longeBrunswicksojourn by boat 23Jun4®e also records Aboriginal presence on the Twegdd (Hs Field

Books are the earliest references, so far sighted, that the némeNHzy a 6 A 01 Q KIR 06SSy 060Saiz2sSR
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Traditionalclan boundaries rapidlgroke downin the face ofthe new paradigm wrought byhite settlement.By
the time Marshall turned ufn 1866the Aboriginals of th&runswick could be found assisting the cedatters as

far south as Ballina (home tife Nyangbal) and over the ridgjae into Wiyabal territon2 y G KS W. A3 { ON

while at least one member of Byron's Bumberlin Clan is known to imagke his home iGGoodjinburracountry.
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Enhanced Map of YugambeBundjalung Dialect Areas atefined by Prof Terry Crowley
The unadorned version of this méipst appeared irDr Crowley &he middle Clarence dialects
of Bandjalang published by AIAS, Canberra, 1978, pg 158, and has been reprinted in the

of a number of linguistic authoritiesptably Dr Margaret Sharpe

In her articleBundjalung settlement and migratigrpublished inAboriginal HistoryVol.9, part
1, 1985, an amended version of the map shows the Birihn replacing the Minyangbal and t
Minyangbal displacing the Nganduwal. (g€eoriginal History Journal: Wone 9 (anu.edu.adl)
She define®irihn/BirihnbalasWa 2 dzi K Q> WwWaz2dzi K LIS2LX SQF | L]
(Crowley 1978:15%)ando & (K2aS 2y (GKS ¢¢gSSR (2 (Kza
The 1998 map accompanying Heictionary of Yugambeincluding Neighbouring Dialecas
PL-C139 (10).pdincludesi KS ¢ 6SSR I yR . &NRY I N6l & I a
The, dAI Y6 SKX O2YLINRaAy3d yAyS RA HdistiSoDiomdgéndaa
f Ay 3dzA & éntl Baveshbiuletd@part played bybr Sharpeat UNE lecturer declared a
WOKF YLIAZ2YQ 27F LUnRekhyDAiNEW Engldnd (UNEYJzE 3 S

Crowleysays {978150)that though very closely related, Minjangbal seems to be distinct fi
its northerly neighbour, Nganduwal, with which it shares between 85% and 90%d i8I 6

Over the years there has been conflict and confusion in the divdebeeations of dialect areas
made by various linguists in their attempt to bring clarity to a complex issue.

The Yugambe®f  AY (G KS
Cudgenburra/Goodjinburra and
Tulgigin Clans, collectively known aj
GKS WaAyedzy3aol t
their languag demographic.

To advance their Native Title
interests the Yugambeh have now
Saidl of ADang§aR Baluk S
Aboriginal Corporatiois website
at https://fiverivers.net.au/people
defining Goodjinburra Country as
extending to the Brunswick River.

In the Brisbane Couriesn 9Feb1924
Archibald Mestonimplied the
Aboriginals of Byron and Currumbin
spoke the same dialecsuggesting
WaAyadzy3dolt O2yy
coastal clans of Bumblan (Byron),
Durungbil (Brunswick), Cudgenburre
(Cudgen and TulgiginTweed Hdgs
andprobablythe Kombumerri Gn

of Nerangandlending credence to
Norman Tindal®a O2y (i Sy i
the Minjungbalcommunitiesranged
from Byron to Southporfsee his
map pg 28 below), and all hinging o
K2g WgKIGQ Aa &l
Crowleysaysthe Nganduwal dialect
shared 75% of its lexicon with
Ngarangwa(1978:145)

Despiteits title, the Minjungbal
Aboriginal Cultural Centrat South
Tweed Heads operates as an
2YYyAodza We¢pSSR !
with the endorsement of the
Bundjalung Council of Eldeed has
no speciic charter to curate for the
Minjungbal of ByrorBrunswick or
the Yugambeh Minjungbal.

¢CKS /dzf GdzN} € / Sy
established byargaret Kay(1904
Broadwater, Richmond Riverl967
Murwillumbah), the daughter of

Wa A y 2 dzy 3 oAlide Ringp 2 Y

Bourdaries remain a contentious
issue, and there appears to be no
BundjalungYugambeh peak body
similar to theBundjalung Council of
Eldersadjudicating over the makeup
of its constituent parts.

Whilst ethnologistArchie MestonOf | A YSR G KS NXHzy a MikyahpoWwhallcitrioéQ@rabsly is2 (i K
term forWa A yo2ldky t StAsldbwSdeeally accepted that the Brungbil Qan, a subgroup under the
aAyedzy3aolt dzvoNBtftl = g & U Kngcedarbirgrsackio®l@d@aiDrumile GharlieA 2 v |
as'King of the Brunswick Blaclk®imetimepre1871 He roamed a wide area and first comes to notice in Dec1865

at Tintenbar in the employ ofedargetter Dick Glascotf who also recordedPrumble/ K| NX S& lay R K

5The Glascott Diaries; The Diaries and Account BodkEludrd Donovan GlascqtA Timbeigetter on the Richmond River in
the 1860s and 1870=dited ty Marlene Lester Ballina 2001. (Comwailable BVHS).
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https://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p71761/pdf/book.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Peter/Downloads/PL-C139%20(10).pdf
https://www.une.edu.au/connect/news/2017/07/une-lecturer-a-declared-a-champion-of-aboriginal-language
https://www.une.edu.au/connect/news/2017/07/une-lecturer-a-declared-a-champion-of-aboriginal-language
https://fiverivers.net.au/people

Tyagarahin Nov1872 The first evidence that the name of the BrunswiCkanwas 'Durung-bil' camein 1894
froma S& G2y Q& Ned/Halped 2cgdamgeiiter married to amboriginal and fluent in severdialects®

Conversely, linguiddr Sharpeof UNE says thafalanggirwas the name of th&runswick clanwhile TheScience

of ManW2 dzNy/ I f 2F Hmal NMpno RSAONAROGSA GKS NBYNHyWaAGEA QTF
gK2 OF f f (Kdbgr &.iB¥ResyeChailie Jarrett aBallinabasedtimber merchan, is said to have
raisedéCheelong ¢ (i KaSowsBSrori Bay aboriginalin hisemploy for many years.while a Jarrett associate

the prominentHenry French storekeeper and timber merchant of Tyagarah and Brunswick, hatbanginal
axeman in his employ namethillong Barlow? One or the other was probab{geelong who appeared before the
Mullum court in 1913, and the san@eelong Billjwho diedattheo f  O1 Qa OF YEIZ A y N@tmy ol
features 3 times in the Brunswick Police Regis89091 as a victim of assau(fAlso featuring in theegister were
AboriginalgBoké Geaigé MayMarshalf JackiCamerdh | JoRmydDodd).

Joshua Brayfirst Police Magistrate on the Brunswiekilst still wearingmanyTweedhats, adds to the uncertainty

2F RSTAYAY3I | W TiwkzgodjdngbOriy tribefinhabifing theicbadtbefv@en Tweed and Brunswick
used to mix very much with the Ballina Richmond River Heads XI#Bke sometimes itg | & ghficéblemixing
saysJames Ainsworthcedargetter and teamster who settled at Ballisa a youngstein 1847 claimingthat The
Brunswick blacks, hostile to those of Ballina, would meet on the Seven Mile Beach as a battlegymetide their
differences!® (And sedootnote 781 0 2 dzli W! NJ dgdirstfmen from BrungviEkiHeads over Mrd O

[Note thatlan FoxandKyle Slabhn their historyof the First Peoplef the Tweednote 6, pg 963ayThe exact area
occupied by the Goodjinburratsclear, primarily because clan groups themselves can be further subdivided into
local descent groups (or family groups) numbering around 10 to 30 pedple BofmR researchers suggest there
was a group division at Cudgera Creek (or possibly Mooball Getelden people more connected to the Tweed in
the north, and those with the Brunswick inthesouth | & SOARSYOSR o6& (GKS AYyOARS

A journalist identifieding Charli®@ R dzNJ& y & Wboyufighih 18FL&nd recordedthat .. There were any
number of kings (stark naked, with one exception, the king who advanced to meet us being heavily clad in an ol
belttopper and puggareeKing Charlienformed us that the causus belli was this: his uncle had killed a man on the
Tweed withan axe, and the man's avengers were comingistwo dozen sable warrio¥s & K 2 dzii SRatRS T A
the Tweed group. Theanother King came along with a torch, and said, "No figlb dark- plenty fight mobe

warlow yanbelilah Brunswick.!? The phraséThere were any number &ings'impliesseveralfamily/clan groups

6 The Queenslandeaf 1Sep1894; An@hapter 3 pgs 97, 138 First Peopldy lan FoxandKyle Slablx; within The Fragile
Edge; A Natural History of the Tweed Copadited by Michael DeGood, Bogangar 2016. (Copy available BVHS).

[Harper recounts that in 1845 some members of tiealgi-gin Tribekilled a couple of cedagetters at Kirrin Kirrin Crk
6002t t2ljdzAltte NBYIFIYSR WadzZNRSNAY3I / NI Q dzy At NBONFYRS
found ahideout at$he head of the Richmond RigbrLINR 6 | 6 f @ YSIF yAy 3 ! LIISNI 2 Af &az2yQ
outby 258 KA (1 S Hof thetREMNGDIX after their location was apparently revealed Wye Durung-bil (Brunswick)
black€X, who presumaly were upset that the Tulgigin were trespassmgDurungbil country]

" Dictionary of Coastal Bundjalung, including Bandjalang, Wiyabal, Minyangbal and Ngahn200&& updated asll
YugambeFBundjalung Dictionary with Gramma, Texts,, &g Dr Margaret Sharpepublished as a CD May2013, with
Corrections to March 201®opies of both available BVHSgr source, thescience of Majournal of 21Mar1903réf nla.obf
525829330, does not mentionJalanggirin the lists of words presumably collected by poBgtJohn Evansbased at Ballina
and Casino 1886894 (Best uneducated guess is tREWI  IVVSA FRNIW G2 Y vy A 1 SQKO

8 Mullumbimby StaB0Oct1913 andweed and Brunswick Advocat4Jun1891. Chillongd recordedLismore, reNorthern
Star16Jul188. Billy Barlowpossibly father©r ml- & oB8ly thé Bullbf Tintenbarg ref Glascott diary entry c#4Dec186%
9SoM journal of 21Feb1901 ata.ob}520992370

10 Casino and Kyogle Courar70ct1922.

11 Australian Towrand Country Journalf 17Jun1871

202 22d2NyIFfa 2F HmMb2OMy ddwolhdR 6K R ¥ 2-RMNBPHE Yy RI28 S watlEINFD KR XS
¢KSSsS [ 2dz 636203 |, 2dzZ |, £RENDYy I G DaligdeGisk GenefaPTOdwdrdsf althddgh dtF (1 K ¢
included in the short listofwords 8 SR | i / dzR3ISy s o6& GKS 0f JAD&EShaspisays | NB O f €
Yanbalehl®d Y SOAYAYWS F.yR IA2Ay3Q

(Note:In¢ KS ! dza G NI € Ay wl OSY IXi Géwalrd NICERMeboulng, 1887dat @ Susthliah Madel 2 Y &
(archive.org)under words use@etween Albert and Tweed Rivgrg233/H o T = Wi § RO Faf@ivehN2 NJ We Saia S
FyR (2 YR pygREaader words usedt Tweed Riversupplied byloshuaBray Q22602 Q Aa 3IA PGSy T2
G 2 Y2 NNPg2881290, under words used &ichmoncRiver/Ballinasupplied bffdmund Ross W2 2662 Q Aa | 3
F2NJ weaSadSNRLE/BIzZNNI RK [i&2 YI2SNINR 60K S Kdza3S I NBI 06Si6SSy W¢esSSRQ
specific groupingsr vocab In 1938Norman Tindalenominatedthe Arakwalo fill the southern portion of the voidl
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-525829330/view?partId=nla.obj-525942635#page/n10/mode/1up
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-525829330/view?partId=nla.obj-525942635#page/n10/mode/1up
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-520992370
https://ia800901.us.archive.org/29/items/australianracei02currgoog/australianracei02currgoog.pdf
https://ia800901.us.archive.org/29/items/australianracei02currgoog/australianracei02currgoog.pdf

YFE1{AYy3 dzLJ YAy 3 /[ KI NI A $fbut thepadelokt ® Nijforyathe\drdydayied knowhn lodalxlart A
claiming group membership being the Bumberin/Bumberlin/Burrumi ¥ of Cape Byronnder the sway oKing
Bobbie.t NBadzyk ot e (GKS W¢gSSR i@ Sosdiirbing QlanCebsy shidt@riaguRderlthe dzy
Minyangbal umbrellaf i KS / £ | Yy Q& e@ thd BiuyswiSBS My .RNJ & Q dotvidtissiandiSgythath 2 v
the YugambelPeopleclaim the Goodjigburra/Cudgenburras their own(andwithin their Minjungbalcollective.

(During the above skirmish one or the other or both antagonist groups tketiedturtleshell shields... bearing the
double red cross on a white ground, the war mark of the old Miny&lgtho tribes.. saidArchie Mestonin an
address to the Royal Society of Queensland in tB®ig anexhibition of ethnological specimens recently collected
by him.., noted The Queenslandaf 18Jun1892The Queensland Museum holds a copy of the complete text of
aSaltz2yQitalsoR i BZAB WD We¢gSSR WADBSNI . 22YSNIy3IQ | Oljdzh NBR

There was still a sizable group on the Brunswick in Ea@fanothertourist, recordingthat A mob of blacks are
camped here, and they are very useful as axemen, falling and squafi@n 10Jan1885he Town and Country
Journalcarried the observationsf a couple otommercial travellersvho noted that Close to the hotel a number

of blacks enamped.... It is not a very interesting camp, only a few married couples and about a dozen children....
There is, however, a hathste woman, who has been brought up among Europeans, is fairly educated, and well
domesticateX, 6 A (| K K dzzloladd Rl iR G KNBXS OKAf RNBy ®

&Jack Jagkearns good money at one of the ni¥|grobably the Cudgen Sugar Mit where he accompanies them
next day.Theylunchedat W2 Ky @& bEA Y 6 SWedyiny telabotlelof a haléaste about 30 years of age,
and blessed with two olive brancheshe fairest halfcaste | have seen. She is white, and so is her daughter. She
does not profess to keep an accommodatmuse, but makes us comfortable for a short sfapviding tea, seed
cake, jam, and preserved milkwhile WackJacKpoints outthe ancient fighting ground of the aboriginxisp

By this time the selectors had almost completed carving up Duru@ghihtryinto freehold blocks, introducing a

new paradigm and a new era in relationghile the 1884 sale of subdivided village lott the Heads itselhad
prompted the upgrading of Mardh £ ‘Hdlf-8Vay Houseinto the Ocean View HoteEleven days aftethe above

1885 report an anonymous Brunswick resident raised withNleethern Stat® the possibilityof removingone of

the nuisances of the Brunswick River. Some six weeks agaldiman Mr R. Marshall), gave notice to the police,

of two blacks of unsound mind, who were continually pilfering and making themselves generally obiwottieus
public at large. The police came and took them to the Tweed, andvirolihkarshall and Mr Nelsonhad to go also

to prove the charge. From there they were sent to Lismore, and from the medical testimony, the gin was provec
insane, but the blackfellow was discharfeahd remaing O 2 y (i A Y dzltleenyisdpinie fuffeubréadonable,

that in acivilized place where there is police protection, the public should be so much annoyed by a mad blackfellow

BprSharpeR2Sa y20 tA&d W. dzYdicSBoNdryA(opQit. roted), it tiFSOM jduanal bfy21JEFO00 says
Bumerlin of unstated origin, is &amp for flying foxés¢ KS mdopn Yo ¥ e QWY & heldiin fleBRIB ot . | &
RRHSecorcs that¢ KSNB gl a | fFNBS Fteay3a F2E OFYLI I O02dzLd X T YA
was the blacks main supply of foédPhe blacks, though ofterhifting camp, seldom went very far awdéyand when after a

time they had fouled their camp, they would set fire to it and move to anothet site

The Sharpe dictionaryays theCudgenburra/@djihnbar CoojingburréCudginberrX / feriwsy I YS FNR Y XZTdzR2 A
the colour of the clay found at Cudgen

4The Queenslandd5May1880.

15Northern Staof 21Jan1885A0 G KA a GAYS GKS . NHzya g i O] CulyenPslicalPAtRIDINE K S 2
whichsheltered under theimbrella2 ¥ BoKc8 Disttict of Tweed Rived ¢ KA & t 2f A0S 5AaGNRAOGE S
02NRSNJ R2gy (2 . NB{1SYy |PliceDistriét 6f Richinéh8 RigeON yWIMWGWRe & F. dzK SA (W 4 |
a Court of Petty Sessions westablished at Cudgen, at which time Courts were also opened at Casino, Ballina and Lismore. In
1874 another was established at Murwillumbah and 2yrs ldtshua Brayas appointed Police Magistrate at both Tweed
Courts.A District Court was establishetllasmore in 1880, superseding Casino. (Northern Irish@tzarles Hugh Fawcetif
CFANER az2dzyld {GFdA2y ovYe23tS0 06SOFYS (GKS RAAGNAOGQA TFANAC
In 1886 a bit wakivedoff the Cudgen Patrol District to create tRelice Patrol District of Brunswick Rjwehich enforced

thes K A S W fyo@ Burringbar to Broken Head. Tivaite population continued to grow exponentiajlypecessitating

another rearrangement of the Patrol Districts in 1881e district south of yagarah becoming thBolice Patrol District of

ByronBay, where a Court of Petty Sessions was opened in 1892

TheBrunswick Court of Petty Sessiomasabolished 1897 and restablished in Mullumbimby, while the Brunswick Patrol

District was rebranded abe Mullumbimby Police Patrol Distrjcit which time thePolice District of Tweed Rivecame the
Murwillumbah Police DistricMullum police patrolled the district from Tyagarah to Crabbes Creekrdauad toRosebank

The Ritrol District of Bangalow wacreated when a bit was hived off Byron Bay in5190
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Yours, &c., A SETTLERK §nwiowas proved insar® A & f EhargkyAan atibéginay® who was brought
up on acharge of being of unsound mingla monthearlier.'® But the police argued that she had responded well
to medical treatmentand had much improved after being confined in the Lock Up for 3 waekand was
dischargedThe male wagprobably~20yrold Tommy Dodd a sojourner fromWiradjuri Country)

By this time too, work for théboriginalsvas drying up. The cedar was playing out and the tingegters were no
longer needing assistance in locatihgrvestingandroad cutting the Glascott diaries inferring thisiportant latter

task of getting logs to marketwas the major source of employment for thedigenous Australian&lthough
payment in rum was hardly puttinghite bread on the tablé’) The first selectors werasonearing completion of
their compulsory 5yrs residency and no longer needing assistance in scrub clearing, leabayigieals without
another regular source of incomiloreover, the rapidly increasing white population was taking these jobs anyway
atf SFad dzydAf Wl AYRBE2 ASRF ¥R WEY I giwedh Ih@cendiids of Y87 Nan$1881
0KS ¢gKAGS LI Lzt I { bassblydedning tkeSolice dsticssBdrchimgo BrékbidHeajlincreased

by 80% (from 449 isolated woodcutteasd assorted adventurert® 806 civilised souls more inclined to clearing
for farming), thereafter growingexponentially

In1886anotherTown and Countrpurnalist saidn close proximity
to Marshall's Hotelwas a black's camp, over which a sahlé
patriarch rejoicing in the title dfing Charlieof the Brunswick holdg |
supreme sway. There were about twenty of these aborigi
altogether. A few were fubblooded; but many were hatfastesA | ;
great deal of the rogh housework in the hotel was done by thesg
girls, and it was amusing to watch them scrubbing the floor, eve;
now and then taking a rest to light their pipes, so that they co
enjoy the pleasures of a comfortable smoke while engaged in t
duties. On the Sunday the blacks smarten themselves
considerably, old Charlie coming out with an ancient pith helm:

orn_amented with a spotted crimson _"ggaree“ upon his head "Sunday afternoon in King CharlegnpX |
while the women were nearly all attired in clean print dresses, BrunswickHeads saidthe caption in the
gaudily set off with nekerchief of turkey red Town and Country Journa60ct1886.

That year was a big one for Brunswick Heads. A court house and police station had been completed and Constab
W.C. Andrewsposted in to take charge @he new Brunswick Patrol District, whileshua BrayPolice Magistrate

on the Tweed, was hearing casgghe new Court of Petty Sessions by the end of the year. Also completed by year
end was the Ztorey Court House Hotekrected behindMarshallQ @cean Vievin Fingal Street, which street was
shortly tohouseHenry FrenckR &storey store and residence. Anicavellers usinghe LismoreBrunswick coach
service, introduced in mid1885, got an easier ride witinoduction ofa Government ferry service (a row boat) to
meet the Murbah coach on the beach atiffoHead. (Tie advent of a new upiver 'McCurdy's Wharf Ferrin 1887

and upgrading of the bridle track to Burringbar, enabled a strdight LismoreMurbah coach service by 1888.)

18 Northern Staiof 13, 20 and 31Dec188Hler story continues in thBlorthern Staof 14Sep1887.
17 Glascott op.cit. note 4, pg 57. Diary entry of 8Nov1872 Yys (£3) Sydney for a keg of rum for to pay blacksr road
making worl2 (On 3Nov72dbout half a mile from Tyagarah met some blacks who informed us that all the blacks about the
Brunswick were employeqd but saw the Blaclbrumble Charleyt Wilsons Creelwho agreed to come to us Monday wék
All roads led to Tyagarah during the cedar boom years
By NBLERENRAFISEY (2n188KS 6KA DN Beyviidtd®iSR (K 24aBRunsvitk Riv® 5 &K S
Protector of Aboriginessald K|l @SX OF dzASR GKSY G(G2X dzyRSNRGFYR GKI G GKSe
from the Government; they must be sadfiant, must work whenever they can get wErgRefSMHof 11Sep1882.)
In his report for the 12mths to 31Dec1882tdtps://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/catalogue_resources/91912. thié
Protector says maintain the opinion | have always held with regard to the-batfte portion of the aborigines, viz., that they
should be compelled to work in aid of their own requirem¥rts . NHdzy a A O1 YR . &@NRyYy LINBadzYl o
Police District of Tweed Riyerhich recorded 97 FuBlood and 12 Hal€aste Aboriginal@ka'Buralian§, working on farms,
and employed by timbegetters (Lismore District recorded 170FB and 15pt@cipally employed by selectors to fall scXub
Bdlina Patrol District had 59FB and 2i@rking for the sugar planter®ardell recorded 36FB and 5S5Hfe greater portion
mainly working sugar industry, bothers are lazy, and seldom do anything other than catch fish (by hands) and live on
animals ofall kinds, killed by them on their travel&oodburn had 21FB mainly in the sugar industry, Witbmen washing
clothes and scrubbing floors for the residef@srakiPatrol Districthad 18FB and 2H&mployed ringbarking, farmlabouring,
bullockdriving, 80 ®> $2YSy &d42YSUAYS&A.LISNF2NY R2YSadGAO0 62NJ X
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https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/catalogue_resources/91912.pdf

In 1887Conshble Andrewscompiledhis first populationreturn for the PolicePatrol District of BrunswicRiver
reportingan Aboriginal population of 38 within his bailiwipkesumablyy S | y A yodf 24#ist#@edover the
areafrom Broken Heado Burringbart®

However, by the arrival of the 1890s Depression things were on the slida 4881ornithologistArchibald James
Campbell found the Brunswick settlement to ba primitive and oubf-the-g 2 N¥ R Wwhiere @S heard
blackfellows wrangling in high voices during the night in the hotel ydrducceed in finding a blackfellow's humpy
where an ugly chap is cooking a bandicoot by placing it on the fire intblgtappears surly, so | betake myself to
another humpy, Wwere | fid three "gins" asleep 2 Y S 2 T ¥ K g, & 8 find blakkfellow outsidewhose
name is Mobal," of the Burringbah trib¥ ¢RefNorthern Staiof 11Jun1892and page81-35 below).

(Despite/ I Y LIOWBLINIQWEA (i A & Stpthd-canaus &2 Brunswick p.
. . . . ! and n;y;gﬂwf oty ver P
Aprl1891 Brunswick Heads was still the largest villagleen \ /
district, boastingbetween 73 and 84 residents,depending \/,75 > /9‘?”7 : s i,é
. . . w A X 90°251\ A7
on interpretation ofMatthew ChisleQa / 2t t S (ou 2=~\_J ::%\ /f‘ ey Ebatsggk?nchor

87 soulsaccording tothe Northern Starof 16May18940n Tt S 55 7 JReserve
NEA el ti g, =4 07 [ 1884 ——
the other handDavid Jarma@ &/ 2 f £ S Glib@then[2|37 3E [~ = "y /. =
population ofByron Bayvas only69 byApr1891, despite the L[ YN A7 Robert Smith
; . . # 159 o ¥ &) Mill 1883
advent of the jetty and growth in the impogxport trade. sy U I e v SMOund
. . I e fe c

Conversely, the Clarence and Richmond Examinef s (e ZA % Hut

30May1891 reckonedCavvanbX contained a population| \. M“rib'é;/

2 7R w {
close upon 50 souls, and this did not include four travéllef:| Ac# | s 3 ‘°° ’ i R _? 25
-‘”*«‘ Ssacm?d?_? James Mi//s ./amcs Mills

ACP 8158
54_5- '.ﬁ(? |
\% = ’d ‘,fgﬁ’f“f M“W‘(- 50&' : Hec.
e o — 3

{8167 81

-------

Brunswmk Townshigtom the AustralianTown and Country i’ R. 12930 e 409 oo ;
Journalof 160ct1886(Ocean View Hotel right, with Court Houj a I NA K| f £ Q a LI—'h f R / S R I NJ 2
Hotel in course of construction at the rear in Fingal St.) | when mapped by surveyor E.H. Johnson in May18

In 1926 the Bora Ring on the Brunswick cricket ground, (theotize paddock~%¥2 mile north o5 2 RR d), D NJ
was 'still discernible... where the natives of old went through their spectacular and weird cereméhias1939

Fred FordhamBrunswick Heads Public School Headmaster-2828rought to public attention the existence of a

35ft long x 15ft high mound on Kings Creek, suggesting an important Aboriginal cultural®dmtegurported
ceremonial mound was littered with rockdentified as sandstone ansupposedly bearing carved markingsit
general farm clearandeas seemost of the rocks disappeanhile most of the mound has been bulldoz&dFred

also accumulated substantial number of Aboriginal artefacts during his tenure, displayed in glassicas annex

to the original school building. Tragically, this collection hasditappearedl

B Richmond River Heraldlul1887The returns recently compiled show the number of aborigirsssfollows: Casino 325

(largest by far ofthe 23 patrol districts from Grafton to Tweed), Lismore 114, Coraki 36,0&lai2, Ballina 35, Woodburn 14,

Broadwater 21, Murwillumbah 84, Tumbulgum 9, Cudgen 12, BrunswXKiggal 1075(Numbers continued in rapid

RSOt AySz y2i KStLISR If 2y 20&i Kiad20KS i KAMyYAISaOGreSai ctharN SR HAuSIABRNSENI

mn{SLly 1 Craskiibd dNMy IV Y glarehce ExadiGdBMayss, 25Augsdlaitland Mercury1l8Aug8s).

20The Brisbane Couri@Dec1926Also asserts thatvhen the natives gathered for their annwalrroboree, the whites

FaaAaGdSR GKSY Ay LINRPOdZNAY3I GKSANI alidzO1 SNE o0& akKz22dGAy3 ¢k

2 Mullumbimby Staof 28Jul1939.

22 Qver the period 1964999Dave Marrinon(exMullumbimby High School Teacher) collect@iivninous documents on

the saga during his own research of the mound, including original diaries, sketches and correspondence Betdiemm

eccentricFrederic Slate(of the Archaeological and Educational Research Sg¢ketgd McCarthy(Curator of Anthropology

at the Australian Museum who allegedly coined the phrase 'Fordham's Folly') and various other authxrireslited

researchers may view the documents at BWASIting the site requires the permission of the NSW Office of &tgriand

Environment as well as the landowner. SBiest People of the BrunswicRart2QF 2 NJ ( KSCANRMNEY.Q¥ @2f f & ¢
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[Alikely source of thepurported sandstone rocks is Broken Head, perhaps indicating@pecative arrangement
between the Durungbil and Bumberlin Clans. Alsteworthy is that the mound wasiextto Robert Marshall2 a
MyTH aStSOiA2yI (KS intwhaNfecameitiie BghFShiré, by which Mads#hNgSt&blishes Q

a timber camp, storewharfand boat shed, presupposing thiatvas dready aconveniently cleared sitg@resenting

him with a relative oasismongst the dense foresnd about ahird of amile north of themoundthe discovery
oftheY@ A SNR 2dza Wo 2| ( ebty Fhe Thie©BtRhNGehtBrOdoen@SeeYLi2dxRi A 2 Y Y I LJ
and First Peoplef the Brunswick Part Zat https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/pioneearticles/)]

Bora rings were alsg
found at Tyagarah and
Mullumbimby, thelatter
allegedly still extant
during the sojourn of the
railway navvies 1892
94.24 Glascotf diaries
also suggest a fair
Aboriginal presenceat
Tyagarah during the
1870s.This seems to be
still the case in 1884
when the Town and
Country  Journal of

10Jan188%ecorded that | = i Bies. B R :
a couple of commercial In 1968 two spiral stone circles were found at Unfortunatelysouveniring and
travellers visited Henry | Tyagarah Swamp and in 1987 relocatedieritage | vandalism meant their removal to
Frenci a a02NB I (i Park at Mullumbimby? the BVH®Museum in 2014.

Wb dzo K 2 €yAgdeshdhznleft for Byron Bay and after passing the native camps we made for the crossing at the
creek...,0 KS LI dzNdossiblyi#hPlying blErgish interrelated community? (Theavelling salesmeprobably
G221 GKS NRdziS Fft2y3 gKIG Aa y2¢6 DNI &Qa [isigi@sectiankK S NF
with the WId Brunswick Ro&2l

The original family group around Mullumbimby remains a mystery, but as happened to othefdodbd units, if
not clansthey were probably displaced to Brunswick Headsrugaival of the Caucasians, as befell shaall family
group at 'Gingongono / KA y I Y Iy Q)avhidh aftef tie comfhd dltbeyselectors and imposition of the new
concept of land tenurel y Of dza A @ Sdriffed to theFn®ytrOok tieBIEswickrobably via a sojourn at New
Brighton?

So a large contingent of mixearhily groupsmostunder the Minjungbal umbrella if not the Durungbil, developed

at Brunswick Heads under the swayBfumble Charlié€, although by this time the accelerating disintegration of
traditional clan structures and boundaries had séboriginals from further afield taking up residence or transiting
through 2 They congregated in the vicinity Bbbert Marshalls Hoteluntil JohnPerryMLA wrote to the Minister

for Lands on 14Mar189&dvising thafThe aboriginals of the Brunswick River are desirous of having a piece of land
reserved as a homeh

2 TheByron Shire Echaf 18Apr1990 gives a potted history of the spiral stone circles and their Aboriginal signifiCEmee.
stonesapparentlyrepresent the spirits of Leo and\a whosemarriage is a metaphor for the union of Ngarakv@thabul.
The legend is recounted Willi Boyd at https://aso.gov.aul/titles/documentaries/eelemarni/clipid ref footnote 79 pg27.
2474yr oldJack Coghlarreminiscing to theMullumbimby Sta6Jun19@, claimedthe Bora Ring wasn the corner of
Burringbar and Stuart Streets, now occupied by the newsag€hity great niec8helly HollisNeathalso claims Jack's sister,
Kate, witnessed corroborees where the car park next Byron Shire council chambers now lies. Kate was 5yrs old when the
Coghlans/Coughlins settled Mullum 1894. Ref Shelly's menicate held BVHS.)

% FoxOp citnotepg342 ¥ W Kgl 24 Q0

28 |n the Northern Staof 20Nov1889Constable Andrewsoic Brunswick Police Patrol Distristates that al7yr old

Aboriginal namedV D S ONHadNéw England boy; three years ago he came to the BrunswigidTommy Dodgdwho
appeared regularly before the Cudgen/Brunswick/Mullum Cel88497, was a Wiradjuri man.

2" The sequence of events in the whole saga ofBhenswick Aboriginald®erve is preserved iBtate Records Office Box
20/7290, Item No 1891/7931. (Copies bhettfolios available BVHS).
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