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The Fabled Fischer Brothers 
 

Obituaries for the renowned Fischer/Fisher brothers inevitably recall their mastery of the axe, Jacob and Gottleib’s deaths 
in 1919 drawing the comment that All the Fisher boys were recognised as the best axemen on the North Coast…, who 
diligently cleared a considerable portion of the “big scrub”. Nearly 30yrs later Rudolph’s death resurrected the legend that 
He was a member of the Fisher family of seven brothers, who were outstanding axemen…. 
 

They were the sons of Gottleib Michael Eberhard (George) Fischer (1811 Wurttemberg, Germany – 1885 Goonellabah, 
Lismore) and Regina Katharina, nee Broezler (1827 Wurttemberg – 1910 Tyagarah), who married 7Nov1852 Wurttenberg 
and left for Australia 2wks later. In Nov1856 they were joined by George’s brother Jacob (1826 Essen, Germany – 1910 
Grafton) and his fiancée Martha Kerstein (1829 Dreisa, Germany – 1893 Grafton), who begat 5 children who mostly 
remained Clarence-based. The two families were amongst the early settlers formimg the Germany colony in the Clarence 
Valley, which numbered ~200 families in its heyday in the mid-nineteenth century. And the fact that some of George’s 
Australian-born offspring reportedly spoke with a ‘strongly accented voice’ suggests they were home-schooled and raised 
within this Germanic milieu. 
 

George and Catherine farmed around Grafton for ~10yrs until becoming employees of Edward Ogilvie at Yulgilbar Station, 
although son Jim’s 1924 obituary says his father was one of the workmen brought from Europe to work on the construction 
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of Yulgilbar Castle…. They were guests of the Ogilvies for 14yrs before drifting north to the Richmond, where George, of 
Goonellabah, passed over to the great majority 22May1885… and the large funeral followed his remains to the Cowlong 
Cemetery (Alphadale)…. He had been resident… some 30 years in the Clarence and Hunter districts…. In 1878 he had 
selected 80ac in Goonellabah, the homestead built on the site of the current Caroona Aged Care Facility, with the 
property’s western boundary adjoining what is now Fischer Street, Goonellabah. (His next-door neighbour was son-in-law 
Abraham Godfrey with three blocks totalling 172ac, but no Godfrey Street as a legacy.) The Fischer’s celebrated children 
were launched on the Clarence in the following sequence: 
 

1. Johanna Harriett (Annie) (1854 Eatonville, South Grafton – 1948 South Lismore). Married Abraham Godfrey    
    (1845 – 1922 Kulara/Yungaburra, Atherton) 1869 Yulgilbah. 12 children. 
2. George (1856 Eatonsville – 1936 Tregeagle). Known as George Jnr when he came to the Richmond in 1876    
    and selected 60ac at Tregeagle 2yrs later. Remained a bachelor. 
3. Rudolph (1858 Eatonsville – 1948 South Lismore). Wife Mary, nee Stephens/Kramer, died 1927 South Lismore 
    aged 61. 4 step-children. 
4. John (1859 Alumny Creek, Grafton – 1948 Mullumbimby). Married Jane Charlton (1868 Wellingrove – 1952 
    Brisbane, buried Mullum) 1888 Drake. 11 Children. 
5. Jacob (1861 Alumny Creek – 1919 Kyogle). Married Rose Charlton (1885 Tabulam – 1958 Ballina) at the Fisher’s 
    ‘Old Homestead’ residence Goonellabah 1901. 8 children. 
6. Gottleib (1863 Alumny Park, Grafton – 1919 Kyogle). Married Ernstine Sofia Strecker (1863 Barden, Germany – 
    1933 Lismore) Feb1886 Goonellabah. 2 sons. 
7. Francis James (Jim) (1866 Yulgilbar – 1924 Mullumbimby). Married Agnes Elizabeth Anderson (1878 
    Cunnamulla – 1946 Mullumbimby) 1904 Lismore. 6 children. 
8. David Edward Stewart (1869 Yulgilbah – 1965 Cairns). (Named after Edward David Stewart Ogilvie). Married  
    Christina Kamprad (1875 Lozelles, Birmingham, England - 1950 Yorkey’s Knob, Cairns) at the ‘Old Homestead’     
    Goonellabah 1893. 11 children. 
 

In 1878 George, John, Jacob and Gottleib had adjoining blocks totalling 232ac near the Tregeagle School (portions 11, 12, 
180, 181, Parish of Lismore.) In Jul1880 their brother-in-law Abraham Godfrey, scored 80ac nearby. On 2Sep1879 the 
Gazette approved a joint cattle brand for Rudolph, John and Jacob Fisher of Wilson’s Ridges, Lismore, shortly after which 
John seems to have sold his 100ac block to Gottleib, while it looks like Jacob offloaded to either George or Gottleib a little 
later, around the same time some of the brothers were purportedly seeking cedar around the Brunswick. On 4Aug1886 
the Fisher Brothers (6), of Goonellabah placed an advert in the Northern Star to challenge any other six men on the 
Richmond, Brunswick, and Tweed Rivers, to fell properly from 10 acres of scrub upwards in the quickest time, for £50 a side 
upward. And in Nov1890 Rudolph, John, Jacob and Jim are recorded in the Brunswick district as subscribers to the Byron 
Bay List of the Ewing Testimonial Fund.  
 

Matriarch Catherine seems to have continued to live at the ‘Old 
Homestead’, Goonellabah, until she moved to the Brunswick district 
~1900, eventually living with son David at Tyagarah, where she died 
4Oct1910. Her obituary in the Mullumbimby Star noted that she was 
one of the earliest settlers, and the Fisher family have had a large 
share in the development of the district…. They felled the first scrub 
in Mullumbimby, and by pit-sawing cut the timber for the first hotel 
built here. Among the timber they stood out as champions…. (At the 
opening of St Martin’s Anglican Church 25Mar1925 the two-day old 
Natalia Crozier, the great granddaughter of Catherina Fischer, in 
whose honour the baptismal font… was donated by her pioneering 
sons, became the first child to be baptized in the new church.) 
 

It’s not clear who was the first of the Fisher Bros to come to 
Mullumbimby, but Jacob’s 1919 obituary says he came to 
Mullumbimby between 35 and 40 years ago (~1883), when there was 
only a saddle track between Lismore and Mullumbimby, which was 
then all standing scrub. Provisions were often scarce in those days, 
and the deceased and others one time had to pull out three miles in 
the open sea to the schooner White Cloud for provisions, she not 
being able to approach the Brunswick.… Gottleib Fisher… and his 
brother F.J. (Jim) cut the timber for the railway bridge across the river 

Fischer family 
Back: Rudolph, John, George, Jacob, (insert Annie) 
Middle: Gottleib snr, Catherina, Jim 
Front: David, Gottleib jnr.       (Courtesy Barry Fisher) 
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(~1892), and also for the first house built in Mullumbimby - the 2 storey recently demolished, opposite the School of Arts…. 
They were still going strong as the cedar seeking ‘Fisher Bros’ in May1900 when the Tweed Advocate reported that Messrs 
Fisher Bros are drawing in some nice cedar flitches from out… of Wilson’s Creek. 
 

The ‘provisioning by boat’ saga is mentioned by Robert Bridger in a 1932 memoire: I did many a walk from Brunswick 
Heads…, as rations would run out. There might be a ship out to sea with plenty on board, but the surf boat could not get 
out. The men for the surf boat were James, John and Jacob Fisher, and Gus Cooper. Sometimes Robert and James Smith…, 
the coxswain of which was Robert Marshall, the publican…. [This portion of his narrative takes place ‘After Christmas 
1883….’ See Brunswick/Byron Ship Wrecks (mullumbimbymuseum.org.au)] 
 

Francis James’ (Jim) 1924 obituary says He came to the Brunswick district when a mere lad… and had been interested in 
the timber industry with his brothers John, George, David, Rudolph and Jacob…. The late Mr Jim Fisher helped his brothers 
fall the first scrub at Mullumbimby, and hand saw the timber for McGougan’s Hotel, which stood near where the present 
Mullumbimby School of Arts now is. (Donald McGougan opened his Mullumbimby Hotel in Tincogan Street 30Oct1891.)  
 

The Tweed Herald obituary for his brother John 24yrs later said He and his wife settled at Clunes (where eldest child George 
Clarkson was born 1Sep1889) and after a short residence there he selected lands at Ewingsdale, which at that time was 
all standing scrub.… The Mullumbimby Star’s obituary added that Mr John Fisher, of Myocum, the man who felled the first 
scrub in Mullumbimby…, first came to this district with Sir Thomas Ewing, on his father's death (1885), and assisted in 
surveying work. He selected an 80 acre block at Tyagarah where Mr T. McGettigan now resides. In those days the Fisher 
brothers also cut the timber for Mullumbimby's first hotel, now known as the Railway Hotel....  
 

[Mrs McNeill of Gordon Street offered a correction 2wks later, informing the Star’s readers that The first hotel (two-storey) 
was built on the corner of Dalley and Tincogan Streets by the late Donald McGougan Snr. The timber was supplied by the 
late W.G. Law and pit-sawn by the late James Watterson and Allan McFarlane in a saw-pit a few yards away, in the middle 
of what is now Tincogan Street between the residences of Messrs Clive Mallam and Neville Gibson. Later the Railway 
Hotel was built (by Joe Yates, opened ~Oct1892 and sold to McGougan 1894) and the Fisher brothers saw-pit was exactly 
where the railway gates are on the main road to Brunswick Heads….] 
 

John and Jacob Fisher 
 

John’s acquisition of the 80ac 
Tyagarah/Ewingsdale farm of rellie Emil 
Julius Erichs ~1892 probably resulted 
from being burnt out of his Clunes 
district home, Parish of Jasper, in 
Nov1891, despite the Northern Star 
noting that Mr Fisher’s neighbours, we 
hear, propose to assist him in rebuilding 
his house, and we think in such cases the 
American plan of holding a bees 
meeting and giving their neighbour a lift 
is an admirable one….  His second child, 
Fanny Florence, was born 3Apr1892 
Ewingsdale. 
 

Emil Erichs (1861 Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany/Denmark – 1915 Casino) had 
selected the block, portion 126, Parish 
of Brunswick, on 28Sep1882. In 1891 he 
married the sister-in-law of Gottleib Fisher, Paulina Rosina Strecker (1859 Barden, Germany – 1935 Casino), who had 
come directly to Lismore upon landing in 1884. After selling to John Fisher he moved to Myocum, acquiring the farms of 
Matthew Dawson and Jack Restall, comprising portions 84, 129 and 130 totalling 130ac. He leased the place in 1903 to a 
Mr Taylor and moved to Main Arm, acquiring a 50ac farm near Durrumbul school. 
 

Around 1904 John is believed to have had an interim move to the Kyogle district where he had purchased a property on 
Wyndham Creek, but in May1906 he sought greener pastures at Cudgera Creek in partnership with his brother Jacob, 
acquiring a 120ac property and leasing the ‘wild scrub’ portion of another nearby, then proceeding to establish a dairy  

 
View of the Railway Hotel, intersection of Burringbar and Station Streets, from the 

Sawmill yard, 1903.        (Courtesy Richmond River Historical Society) 

https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Pioneering-The-Brunswick.pdf
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farm after clearing and grassing the places 
and earning praise from the Star: These up-
to-date and progressive farmers are on the 
high road to fortune, are well worthy of it, 
and the highest praise for their up-to-date 
improvements…. (The doubt on John’s 
movements at this time is due to the folklore 
that his son Jacob, born 1905 Mullum, grew 
up at Kyogle. Eldest son George was probably 
left with the management of the Tyagarah 
farm, dubbed ‘Summer Green’, unless 
brother David Fisher stepped in?) When their 
mother Christina died at Tyagarah in Oct1910 
John and Jacob Snr were both still living at 
Cudgera, where the latter had become 
foundation secretary of the Cudgera Progress 
Association in May1910. 
 

Cudgera was just a small part of John’s 
convoluted property purchases over the 
years. His 1948 obituary credits him with 
dealing extensively in property and stock and during his life time bought and sold many farms…. Over the years he is said 
to have bestowed a property on each of his 10 surviving children, George at Cudgera Creek, Fanny (Smith) at Wyneden 
Creek, Wiangaree, Rose (Rolse) at Lynches Creek, Wiangaree, John Clarence, also Cudgera, Lillian (Crozier) at Tyagarah, 
Daisy at ‘Amaroo’, Myocum, Harry on the Tunnel Road, Jacob at Runnymede, Kyogle, Thomas also on Tunnel Road, and 
Dot (Melen) at ‘Ivy Hill’.   
 

The Fisher/Erichs association was renewed in 1907 when Emil sold his Myocum farm to John Fisher for £20/ac and took 
the family on an 8mth holiday home to Germany. In 1912 the Erichs sold up at Main Arm and moved to Stratheden, on 
Eden Creek, Casino, where Emil died 6Jul1915. (On 27May1915 the Mullum Star, in trying to head off local angst over 
Germans, said Though Mr Erichs is a Dane by birth, he is quite Australian in feeling and has reared a family of accomplished 
colonials..., and 3wks later scorching the rumour that the prominent W.A. Back was a German and stating that On Mr 
Back’s naturalization papers, 18Feb1908, the place of birth is given as Munsala, Finland, a Sweedish part.)  
 

John Fisher made a major acquisition when he outbid competitors to win Hugh 
McD Livingstone’s ‘Ivy Hill’ dairy farm bordering the municipality. Over his long 
Mullum sojourn Hugh had put together 5 farms totalling 500 acres surrounding 
the town, the homestead block of 100ac starting at £25 per acre and rising 
briskly to £30/10/-, when the lot was knocked down to Mr John Fisher…, while 
8 acres 7 perches opposite the School ran up to £580… and subsequently 
purchased by John for £600…. The farm of 116 acres, adjoining Mullumbimby, 
railway station and Brunswick Road (no buildings), was started at £12 per acre, 
and eventually purchased by Mr Jacob Fisher at £16. Jacob built a cottage on his 
parcel in early 1912 and in Apr1915 sold portion of the property to John for 
consolidation into ‘Ivy Hill’ (and more than likely sold the remainder to brother 
Jim). After fire destroyed the school residence in 1925, Mrs Jane Fisher offered 
the Education Department a cottage in Acacia Street, with frontage to Byron St., 
for £1000, which was duly accepted and is now known as the ‘Headmaster’s 
Residence’ at 14 Jubilee Avenue. The integrated Ivy Hill property remained in 
John’s family for many years, daughter Doris Jane (Dot) plighting her troth to 
the athletic Finn Waldemar Victor Melen 21Jun1930, both running Ivy Hill after 
the Fishers semi-retired to ‘Leura’ in Byron Street. (Dot gained national publicity 
in Oct1930 when she gave birth prematurely to quadruplets.)  
 

It seems John and Jacob had left the Cudgera farm in the hands of John’s son, George Clarkson Fisher, by at least 1911. 
George married Beatrice Amelia Johansen of Cudgera in Feb1912 and a couple of months later became foundation 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Cudgera Branch of the Liberal Association. (5mths after that his uncle Jacob Fisher became 

a foundation committeeman of the Mullum branch of the United Liberty League of NSW.) George remained farming at 

 
John Fisher family 

Back LtoR: Fanny, John snr, George, Rose, Lillian 
Centre: Harry, John jnr, Jane, Daisy, Dorothy.     Front: Jacob, Tom 

(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 

 
Mrs Jane Fisher and daughter Dot ~1930 

(Courtesy BVHS Collection) 
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‘Hillgrove’, Cudgera, through to the late 1960s when he retired to Kyogle to join youngest brother Jacob William (1905 
Tyagarah – 1973 Kyogle), thence back to Mullum where he died 7Jul1970. 
 

John’s obituary also notes that he remained at Ivy Hill until 15 years ago (1933) when he returned to Myocum…, probably 
after a short retirement in Byron Street. Back in 1912 the Myocum Hall was opened on land he donated, and earlier he 
had assisted in construction of the Ewingsdale - Byron Bay road. He is also credited with bringing the first tip-dray to the 
district…. He was a committeeman of the first School of Arts in Mullumbimby and was connected with the Mullumbimby 
Agricultural Society for nearly 40 years.... [His son John Clarence (Jack) (1896 Tyagarah – 1974 Banora Point) was also civic 
minded, building the Bowls Club Pavilion (1927) and Croquet Club Pavilion (1928) free of charge.] 

 

The only other brother to choose Mullum as his final resting place was Francis James 
(Jim) Fisher who was engaged in mustering cattle on 7Nov1924 when he was struck 
on the head by a limb falling from a dead tree and killed…. (A later comment said the 
Fisher Bros felled the North Coast scrub from Bangalow to the Tweed. The bush – silent 
and watchful, waited for Jim – and got him in the end.) At his funeral a vast concourse 
of friends attended to show their last respects to one of Mullumbimby's oldest 
residents.... He had resided on the Brunswick River since the age of seven (1873?) and 
was well-known over the whole of the North Coast. The property where he met his 
death was called ‘Syndicate Farm’, consisting of 162 acres mostly along Vallance’s 
Road, being a remnant of the original 640ac Portion 24, Parish of Billinudgel, probably 
acquired as a package in partnership with James Davidson and the Creagan Bros, each 
taking a portion in a later subdivision. In Jan1912 Jim’s 18mth old house on the 
Billinudgel Road went up in flames, probably the prompt to move into town. (John also 
had property along Billinudgel/Tunnel Road (now Coolamon Scenic Drive) as well a 
holiday home somewhere along Tweed Street at Brunswick Heads.) 
 

Like his brother John, Jim was also afflicted with the land-hunger virus, a big buying 
adventure occurring in Sep1912 when the Mullumbimby Star reported that Four of our 
prominent residents – Messrs P. Walker, W.J. Tarlinton, and James and Jacob Fisher – have left on a round trip of 
inspection, which will occupy about one month…., looking at properties from the New England Tablelands to Cairns and 
Atherton. (Atherton had become the new Arcadia for Mullumites in 1906 when Albert Baker led the exodus of 52 district 
families to help colonise the place.) 
 

Locally his portfolio included the property ‘Mooya’, comprising 
a 104ac remnant of portion 21, Parish of Brunswick, the original 
500ac selection of John Macleod. Jim’s piece, some of it likely 
acquired from brother Jacob, adjoined the south-eastern side of 
the township, a bit of which had been hived off to create the 
‘Fisher Sub-division’ on Argyle Street that was placed on the 
market in Oct1923. The whole of the 48 blocks were disposed of 
at satisfactory prices. Bidding was brisk…, which is further 
evidence of the people’s confidence that Mullumbimby is one of 
the coming towns on the North Coast… claimed the 
Mullumbimby Star. A report in the Northern Star said The 
attendance at Fisher’s subdivision sale at Mullumbimby was not 
up to expectations, and bidding was slow. Two months earlier 
Byron Shire Council had approved A plan submitted on behalf of 
Mr F.J. Fisher for the subdivision of certain land at Brunswick Heads…. At this time Mullum was suffering a double whammy 
with the collapse of the banana and dairy industries and wasn’t to see the good times return for many years. 
 

For a break from milking cows and yelling at bullocks he acquired the ‘Motor Car Garage’ of W.E. Selwood in Dalley Street 
in Oct/Nov1920, but disposed of it to W.R. Cooper in Apr1923. Also short-lived had been a move to Wiangaree, Kyogle 
district, in late1913, likely accompanying brother Jacob, but he and the family were back by early 1915. After Jim’s death 
his wife Agnes seems to have moved to New City Road where she enjoyed creating more sub-divisions. She died 9Feb1946, 
aged 68, her obit noting that She was a worthy pioneer of the Mullumbimby district…."  
 

[In Dec1947 the Mullum Star said Since 1945, 78 houses have been approved for erection in the town at an estimated value 
of £72,242…. Fisher's Subdivision, New City Road area, is perhaps the area which is most closely settled.... Most are built 
in fibro cement, stucco or champher; few in weather board and fewer in brick.... Halls to a great extent have been 

 
Jim and Agnes Fisher 

(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 

 
Jim Fisher on Chinbible or Federation Bridge 

(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 
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abandoned. Lounges are larger, though oddly enough it is probably true to say that families do less home entertaining 
nowadays than ever before. Rare indeed are the new houses which stand more than two to three feet above ground level. 
Average cost of the "modern home" is £1000 to £1500. Pre-war the same structure would have cost £650 to £1000....] 
 

Kyogle 
 

Like his brothers John and Jim, Jacob Fisher also had an entrepreneurial flair and, like 
John, it is also said that he had an early career as a surveyor’s assistant, as a leading 
chainman… in laying out the Lismore-Murwillumbah Railway…. Perhaps they answered 
the Survey Party’s advert of Dec1889 seeking a ‘Good AXE MAN’ and then remustered?) 
In the late 1890s he was into the horse racing business, often running his hay burners in 
the Byron Bay Jockey Club meetings. Whilst at Cudgera in 1910 he, along with the 
prominent Patrick Walker and the Finn W.A. Back became provisional directors of the 
proposed co-operative butchery at Burringbar. In 1912 he became one of the provisional 
directors of the proposed North Coast Co-operative Steamship Co, along with local 
identities Patrick Walker and James Davidson. That same year he became a vice-
president of the Mullumbimby Cricket Club. 
 

But he called the Brunswick quits preWW1, the Mullum Star reporting on 4Sep1913 that 
Mr Jacob Fisher left for Kyogle…, where he will engage in the timber trade for some 
considerable time. A property purchased by the Fisher Brothers, consisting of 1140 
acres, is roughly estimated to carry 7,000,000 feet of pine. He was farewelled with a 
valedictory at Deegan’s Hotel…, with some 30 odd representative farmers and 
townsmen assembled…. Lawyer N.P. Moriarty presided, saying The Fisher family were among the best of the pioneers of 
the locality and they had done a good deal towards making the district what it is to-day. Their guest had some 30 odd 
years in the vicinity (from ~1883)…. Mr J.C. Morrison said he had been a resident for 17 years (since 1896 when he acquired 
the farm of his father-in-law, John Macleod), during the first year of which there were only 8 houses in existence…. 
 

Whatever the outcome of the timber venture, Jacob was back on the property acquisition trail with the Kyogle purchase 
of Mr J.J. Moore’s property, known as The Racecourse, consisting of 241 acres for £20/10/- per acre… in Mar1915, and in 
Nov1918 adding the 272ac ‘Kyogle Homestead’ property of L.W. Anderson, part of the original ‘Fairymount Run’ 
encompassing Kyogle township, to his portfolio. Seven months later he became a victim of the Spanish Flu, the Cudgera 
correspondent for the Tweed Daily reckoning that Mr Fisher was a lover of bush life, and when the timber industry was 
exhausted here he removed to Kyogle, where he entered into some large timber transactions…. The Kyogle Examiner’s obit 
also noted that as well as dairying He was also largely interested in the timber trade, owning several teams…. They had 
lived in the original homestead on what is now Homestead/Bundock Street, which intersects with Fisher Street. In 
Mar1920 The Bishop of Grafton… dedicated a new Holy Table (of polished cedar) presented to St James’s Church by Mrs 
Fisher as a memorial to her husband, the late Mr Jacob Fisher…. She subsequently leased the properties and moved to 
Ballina.  
 

And it transpired that Jacob had infected his brother Gottleib, whose Jul1919 
obituary appeared a few days after Jacob’s: He had been living at Pound Hill, (East) 
Lismore, for the past 15yrs. Some weeks ago he went to Kyogle homestead to help 
his brother Jacob in his work…. The late Mr Gottlieb Fisher was a good sport, and 
was particularly fond of cricket and shooting….  
 

At this time their sister Mrs Annie Godfrey and family had finally abandoned 
Goonellabah/Tregeagle to take up residence at Dunoon in 1908. But it seems she 
elected to stay at Dunoon when husband Abraham and children Tom (aged 39), 
Matilda (25) and Phillip (15) ventured on to Atherton in 1910. In 1928 she moved to 
South Lismore, where she was still living at the time of her death 6un1948, aged 94. 
Her obituary noted that she is survived by four sons, Messrs George (Kyogle), James 
and Abraham (Lismore), and Phillip (Atherton) and married daughters Maria, Fanny 
and Lizzie in the Lismore district. 
 

For most of his life the eldest brother, George Fisher, was based at Tregeagle, where 
he died 22Sep1936, aged 80, his obit recalling that When the deceased was a young 
man he had to transport provisions from Grafton to Yugilbar by means of a bullock 
team…. He was associated with the cane and timber industries in the early days and 

 
Jacob and Rose Fisher 
(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 

 
Annie Godfrey 

1854 Eatonsville – 1948 Sth Lismore 
(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 
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as a timber cutter and pit sawyer had few peers. With his brothers he won many contests, and the members of the family 
were well-known as axemen on both rivers. Deceased was a man of powerful physique and had few superiors in the athletic 
world…. (And share farming on a Fisher property at Tregeagle for 2yrs from 1907 was later Mullum identity Charles Hopf.) 
 

Brother Rudolph also spent most of his life 
at Tregeagle until sometime during WW1 
when he moved to the South Lismore 
district to acquire a dairy farm that 
stretched from Three Chain Road to the 
Coraki turnoff at South Gundurimba. In 
1944 he retired to Union Street, where he 
died 3May1948, aged 90, his obit noting 
that he was One of the best known 
residents of South Lismore… and was a 
member of the Fisher family of seven 
brothers, who were outstanding axemen…. 
 

Atherton 
 

The longevity award goes to brother David, 
who had joined Mullumbimby’s Fisher 
contingent to Kyogle in 1914. In the 
meantime he seems to have spent most of 
his early life around Tregeagle until turning 
up in the Brunswick district just after the 
turn of the century, possibly accompanying 
his brother-in-law Edward Kamprad (aka 
Adolf Edwin Kamprad, 1877 Maryborough 
– 1956 Qld) who had applied for a 50ac 
Conditional Purchase in Tyagarah (Portion 
113, Parish of Brunswick) 23May1901. This 
block had frontage to what was the old 
Pacific Highway, near Everitt’s Hill and the 
turn off to Mullumbimby. On 4Jan1893 
David had married his sister, Christina 
Kamprad, a maid in the Fisher’s ‘Old 
Homestead’, Goonellabah, and was 
resident on the Brunswick by at least 
17Jan1902 for the birth of daughter Alice.  
 

Edward had a mortgage to the ES&A Bank 
and it looks like he sold a share in the 
property to David Fisher 21Jun1907. The 
mortgage was paid out 21Aug1911 and the 
property sold to Patrick Muldoon 
24Feb1914 under David’s name, at which 
time it seems the Fishers were already 
living at Wiangaree in the Kyogle 
district. (On 26Jan1914 Mr and Mrs David 
Fisher and family, were presented with a 

beautiful tea and coffee service by their Tyagarah friends and well-wishers in the School of Arts…, Mr D.A.W. Kennedy 
referring to their long sojourn in the district. Mr Fisher has leased his farm and purchased a property at Kyogle and will go 
into the timber trade for a time….) 
 

Christina and Edward were the children of the adventurous Alexander Karimierx Gottlied Kamprad (1851 Warsaw, Poland 
– 1922 Brunswick Heads) who left home as a teenager to venture through Germany and France before ending up in 
Birmingham, England. Here he married Clara Emma Hill (1854 Birmingham – 1930 Ourimbah, NSW) in 1874, both then 
taking Free Passage to Maryborough. A few years later they moved on to Sydney where Clara was left holding the fort 

 
 

Fisher Properties delineated on 9th Edition of Brunswick Parish Map, in use 
20Aug1928 – 17Dec1936. 

(Fisher holdings around the Mullum Municipality are guesstimates. John’s ‘Ivy 
Hill’ property included the lease of land along Azalea Street, which encompassed 

the 10ac Hospital Reserve, dedicated 3Nov1900.) 



8 

 

when the intrepid Alex, Christina and Edward subsequently got the urge to explore the waters of the Richmond. The trio 
tried Woodburn in 1887 before moving on to Lismore in 1889, Alex advertising as a ‘Jeweller, Watchmaker and Diamond 
Setter’ of Woodlark Street, while apparently living in Goonellabah for a period. In 1891 he won the commission to 
manufacture a silver spade, “Presented to the Hon Bruce Smith, Minister for Works, by the residents of the Lismore district, 
in commemoration of turning the first sod gf the Lismore-Tweed railway, March 20, 1891.” 
 

In 1894 Alex made his way back to Sydney, leaving behind newly married daughter Christina and possibly son Edward. 
Shortly afterwards he was again bitten by the wanderlust bug and moved on to Western Australia in 1897, having 
adventures in Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie and Boulder for about 13yrs before returning east to live in Melbourne. Here he spent 
~5yrs until returning to Lismore, likely spending time living with Christina and/or Edward prior to settling at Brunswick 
Heads, where he died 19Mar1922, aged 71, probably accommodated for a period in the house owned by David and 
Christina.  
 

In the meantime, David and Christina had acquired 232 acres on Lynch’s Creek, a 
remnant of the Bundock Family’s 24,000ac Wiangarie Station, subdivided by William 
Kinross Mackinnon. In Jan1919 they had a clearing out sale and leased the place, 
shortly after which they apparently moved to Brunswick Heads, where they had 
acquired Lot 6, Section 15, on the corner of Tweed Street and Brunswick Terrace, and 
where daughter Clara, born 13Nov1898 at the ‘Old Homestead’, Goonellabah, married 
Arthur Charlton 22Dec1919. They sold the Brunswick property in Dec1920 and the 
Wiangarie farm in Sep1921 to John Fisher’s daughter Rose, born 17Oct1894 Tyagarah. 
Shortly after the death of Alex Kamprad at Bruns in 1922 they moved to Nambour, 
possibly accompanied by Edward Kamprad. Sons Albert and Barnard moved on to 
Atherton in 1927 and it’s likely David and the rest of the family followed shortly 
afterwards. 
 

Edward Kamprad was living at Yorkey’s Knob, Cairns, when sister Christina Fisher died 
there 27Nov1950. And he was more than likely still in the same area when he died 
5Dec1956. David Fisher died 15Apr1965 Cairns. Most of his family married and died 
around North Queensland. His Godfrey brother-in-law and nephews died 
Kulara/Yungaburra, near Atherton - Abraham Godfrey 28May1922, Thomas Godfrey 10Jan1940 and Philip Godfrey 
3May1960. Niece Matilda Godfrey died Atherton 23Jul1911, aged 26. 
 

[For a more comprehensive take on the Fishers and their descendants see the 484pg book ‘Fischers from 1850s; From the 
Black Forest, Germany, to The Big Scrub, Australia’ by Barry Fischer. Self-published by the author 2011 Lismore. Copy 
available BVHS. 
The Francis Joseph Fisher (1860 – 6Jun1916 Federal) who selected portions 20 (297ac) and 21 (58ac) near Goonengerry, 
Parish of Jasper, in Oct1883, is unconnected. 
Ditto Mullum Identity Richard Philip Fischer (28Feb1878 Wombah, Maclean – 22Sep1949 ‘Hillcrest’, Wilsons Creek). He 
was the son of Wilhelm Fischer (1832 Frankfurt, Germany – 1891 Maclean) who landed 1850 and married Anna 
Margaretha Kratz 19Feb1861 Grafton.] 
 

More 2021 Census Analysis 
An article in the SMH of Saturday 26Nov2022, headlined Bondi to Byron: exodus from the eastern suburbs, confirms 
that we’ve become a highly mobile society with a rapidly evolving corporate culture, which doesn’t augur well for the 
remnants of Mullum’s home-grown way-of-life (and the challenge for BVHS to document and preserve it): 
“Census data shows more than half of Byron Bay’s residents (54 per cent) had only lived at their current address five 
years or less in 2021, one of the highest proportions for a local area outside Sydney…. Bondi and its surrounds were also 
a major source of new arrivals in the Bangalow area…. The population of Byron Bay rose 15 per cent between 2016 and 
2021 – about twice the national growth rate. In neighbouring Bangalow, the population jumped by 23 per cent…. And 
Byron Shire Mayor Lyons added that A real city mentality has come into play…. 
It looks like the SMH used the 2021 ‘Urban Centre’ census figures, showing 54.4% with ‘5yr residency or less’ at Byron 
Bay, 53.9% at Bangalow, (and 50.3% at Mullumbimby, 46% at Brunswick Heads, 44.7% at Ocean Shores). ‘Urban Centre’ 
population growth between 2016 and 2021 was 14% for Byron Bay, 33.8% for Bangalow, (and 10.5% for Mullum, 8.2% 
for Brunswick Heads, 12.1% for Ocean Shores). All of which could be pointing towards the re-emergence of the ‘North-
South Divide’, an entertaining feature of the Municipality/Shire amalgamation ructions of 1980-82. 
(But someone with better functioning cognitive skills than the 77yr old who got lost at Search Census data | Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au) better double check the stats.) 
 

 
David and Christina Fischer 

(Courtesy Barry Fisher) 

https://www.abs.gov.au/census/find-census-data/search-by-area
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/find-census-data/search-by-area
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RECENT ACQUISITION 
This Wall Clock, now 
hanging in the 
museum’s “Chair 
Room,” was made by 
‘Ansonia Clock Co., 
New York’ about 1901. 
It is a ‘Drop Octagon 11 
Inch Dial’ with an 
‘eight-day strike’.  The 
clock was first acquired 
by Arthur Ernest Kelly, 
watchmaker of 
Mullumbimby.  The 
business traded under 
Frances Janet Kelly’s 
name, as it seems he 
was a bankrupt, but all 
the advertising was in 
his name.  The business 
was in the same 
location as the current 
jeweller in 
Mullumbimby. 
 

First record of the Kellys in Mullumbimby was an article in Apr1907 mentioning 
that Bro A.E. Kelly, one of our local jewellers, was entrusted to execute a gold 
emblem and later that year in Sep an ad in The Mullumbimby Star had A.E. Kelly, 
watchmaker & jeweller selling pure bred poultry from Newcastle. In 1909 they 
were in an ‘up-to-date Goldsmiths Hall’. Alfred was an avid advertiser in the local 
paper with some very ornate ads (see below). They sold the business to George 
Gustafson in 1916 and Arthur took up banana farming.  
 

In August 1911 the Simpson buildings below the corner of Burringbar & Dalley 
Sts went up in flames, destroying seven businesses: A. O. Thornton, 
storekeeper; Carkagis Bros. fruiterers etc.: A. T. McDougall, tobacconist; N. P. 
Moriarty, solicitor; Charles Bryant, fruiterer; F.J. Kelly, watchmaker and 
jeweller; and Joseph Sanderson, saddler. After the fire Alfred traded from the 
front room of Parcel’s shop and then Mansell’s shop until the new Simpson 
buildings were completed, the Kellys moving into their new shop in June 1912, 
at which time they likely acquired the clock. 
 

 
 

The Kellys only managed to salvage a few twisted coins from their till.  When the 
safe was opened some of the jewellery was melted, other pieces blackened. 
Sadly, their insurance had just lapsed.   
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The Mallam’s building almost went up too, but the brick side wall was its lifesaver.  This fire was the catalyst for the 
creation of the town’s fire brigade as all they had to fight the fire with were buckets of water.  Fortunately, it was lightly 
raining and there was no wind or it would have spread to many more businesses. 
 

          
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It seems the clock next passed into the hands of the Carkagis Bros., proprietors of the Sydney Oyster Saloon, which 
underwent a refit in 1921. They sold to George Pappas in 1922 who also did a big refit and named it The Mullumbimby 

Café.  (In 1948 it became The Empire Café when Tony Peters/Pizimolas bought the business). During one of these make-
overs some fancy plaster stucco was used on the internal walls and the clock stuccoed to match. 
 

The clock had become the possession of Mark Scholes, the tobacconist and hairdresser next door, by the mid 1920s. He 
had purchased the business from B. Kirk in 1921 and sold to George Hammond in 1926, the clock apparently part of the 
deal. It remained in the Hammond family business, which in 1971 relocated further down Burringbar Street, until 1990 
when the barber shop was sold. Barry Hammond then passed it onto Jenny Hughes, the great granddaughter of the Kellys.  
The Hughes’ had the plaster cleaned from the case, restoring it to its original finish as well as having the suspension 
repaired. They generously donated the clock to the museum. What it must have witnessed! 

 

OUR 2023 CALENDAR IS OFF TO THE PRINTERS - $20 a copy 
 

Orders taken by 
email/phone/website.   
Add $2 post & pack 
per calendar. 
Direct Deposit: 
BSB: 032583 
Ac No. 201192 
Reference: Your name 

Mullumbimby Star ads 
Above: 16 July 1908 
Middle: 29 April 1909 
Right: 12 December 1912 

 


