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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

TOSHARNEE  HEARTSONG 

I was born in Ballina and had a wonderful childhood spending my early 
years swimming, surfing (and being dumped at the same time), riding 
my horses on the beach and participating in carnival parades on 
horseback. I love horses and taught at pony clubs, formally judging the 
young riders. 

The photo shows me in front of my market stall. I sell at markets from 
Coolangatta to Bangalow and enjoy the many different people, their 
produce and craft. 

Before my market stall I worked with the Albert Shire Council in the Parks and Gardens Department. I have fond 
memories of those days including working in an all-girl crew on the maintenance of 46 parks and the construction of the 
massive rock retaining walls around the Gold Coast Casino. We placed them all by hand using crow bars and hard work. I 
also loved to zoom around on the zero-turn mower.  

In between I have worked for Greenpeace, Sea Bird Rescue and served as a veterinary nurse throughout the local area.   

I have two fantastic boys and through them a home that is never empty of fun 
and laughter from the boys and their friends. I have fond memories of the boys 
growing up including our morning visits to the Wonga Munga Tree near Coffs 
Harbour where we one day saw a rainbow start at the tree and soar across the 
sky to the boys’ cubby house on the other side of the property. 

In 2017 I joined the amazing band of volunteers at BVHS who work selflessly 
maintaining the grounds and buildings, helping with displays, entertaining 
visiting school and community groups, manning the public interface and 
researching the archives on behalf of clients.   

Time and Tides - Brunswick Valley Speaks 

We are shaped by those we meet, by where we live, by the experiences we undergo; the ravages we survive and the 
healthy good times in which we indulge. Our lives can be considered a result of those before us and the accumulation of 
past experiences and outcomes. In the 21st Century, our lives are more integrated in a global and social media context. 
Our contemporary necessity to travel for work, the ease of travelling further for pleasure and our outreach of 
connections through social media gives us the opportunity to expand our influences and absorb a certain 
cosmopolitanism. These experiences and opportunities are our ‘Living History’. As we are now all living in this time of 
great flux, the Brunswick Valley Historical Society considered it important to archive our history and is acknowledging 
the living history of the area and is now running the Oral History Project. 
 

Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc. 

  

Cnr Myokum & Stuart Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482 
OPEN: TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS 10 AM – 12 PM 
MARKET DAYS (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM 
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The Oral History Project is concerned with recording our past, our history in the area so we can understand who we are 
and how we can navigate the area’s future. Our Elders are our reference points, and we are talking with our Elders and 
having them verbally draw the pictures of our historical selves.  
 
My experience as Project Manager has given me the opportunity to speak with the people who can tell us the stories of 
how the area developed; the Hydro Electric Scheme, the Tyagarah Airfield, the Mullumbimby Annual Show, the 
changing shopfronts, the railway, the circus that visited, elephant races, the schools, the hobbies, the pastimes, cinema, 
billiard halls, the cultural shifts, the Old and New Settlers. All the stories and anecdotes are full of personality and life. 
And all the stories are unique and given in the interviewees own unique voices. 
 
The Project has been running in a start/stop/start manner since 2014 when an early interview was conducted with Ed 
Watson and the next year with Russell Walsh. We then had a second instalment in 2016. Our interviewees are 
extraordinary people who hold an invaluable trove of experiences. Barry Hammond, Ray Musgrave, Ruth Fox, Noel 
James, Joyce Brisbin have all given their time, their recollections and their perspectives in the most open and thoughtful 
way. They have opened up their lifetimes to us. They 
have also contributed personal photographs and 
newspaper clippings for our archives at Mullumbimby 
Museum. Their recordings are also archived at the 
museum and can be accessed on request. 
 
We thank all the participants to date for their time, their 
contributions and their open hearted welcome for us to 
share their lives. We are looking forward to an 
uninterrupted run of interviews into 2018. 
 
Kindly submitted by Genevieve Rose Barr. 
 

Mullum Elephant Races in days gone by 
 

Labelling Landmarks 
 

Billinudgel 
 
The first public notice that a local landmark had been baptised ‘Billinudgel’ occurred in the Northern Star of 22Jul1876 
with an advert by colonial John O’Neil of ‘Billy Nudgel Creek’, despite Irish axeman Dick Glascott reckoning O’Neill’s 
camp was at ‘Billy Mooghill’ (ref The Glascott Diaries; The Diaries and Account Books of Richard Donovan Glascott, A 
Timber-getter on the Richmond River in the 1860s and 1870s, his spelling corrected by editor Marlene Lester, Ballina 
2001.) On 31Oct81 the Government Gazette ended any argument by concretising a surveyor’s rendering of the name as 
Billinudgel, although spelling variations continued for many more years. O'Neil's camp (aka ‘Billinudgel Camp’ said the 
Gazette of 13Feb82) was in fact at Wooyung, the label formally bestowed on the location in 1919 after the Department 
of Lands acknowledged ‘Wooyung’ (meaning grass or cleverman, with Guru Google now adding ‘slow’) as the local 
aboriginal name. 
 
At https://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/box-4-folder-3-new-south-wales-place-names-1899-1903-page-26, colonials 

Henry French and Charles Jarrett define 'Billenargil' as the 'Middle ground between the sea and a lake', probably 
referring to the swampy area around Wooyung into which flow Billinudgel, Burringbar and Crabbes Creeks, down which 
presumably came logs to O'Neil's camp for exporting directly via the surf or through Mooball Creek. 
 
Conversely, other sources, including Frederick D. McCarthy in his 1952 booklet New South Wales Aboriginal Place 
Names and Euphonious Words, with their Meanings (Viewable at http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5736012/), Dr Margaret 
Sharpe in her All Yugambeh-Bundjalung Dictionary with Gramma, Texts, etc,  published as a CD May2013, and the 
Richmond-Tweed Regional Library in its 1984 booklet PLACE NAMES of the TWEED, BRUNSWICK and UPPER RICHMOND 
REGIONS (of which Rus Maslen of Mullum had an input), say ‘Billinudgel’ means 'Home of the King Parrott', with the 
Library qualifying by adding "Meeting of the waters" as another descriptive meaning..., where four creeks once ran into 
Wooyung, while Dr Sharpe qualifies with 'bilinahdjil'; 'belonged (in past) to a parrot’ or ‘once belonged to parrot(s)’.  The 
Science of Man journal of 21Jun1900 says Billi-midgel is Derived from billing billing, the king parrot, similar to Bilen Bilen, 
used for ‘parrot’ in the Nerang district (ref SoM of 27Jun1904). (And surveyor Thomas Rankin in the SoM of 22Sep1900 

https://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/box-4-folder-3-new-south-wales-place-names-1899-1903-page-26
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5736012/
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says Billun is Parrot, while the SoM of 21Aug1901 says Billing-nudgel is Place of the king parrot, the same edition saying 
Billing is the swamp oak.) 
 
The Billinudgel of Wooyung/Mooball in the future Tweed 
Shire lent its name to the 'Parish of Billinudgel' in the future 
Byron Shire. The first mention of this parish occurred in the 
Gazette of 31Oct1881 promulgating a 1200 acre Camping 
Reserve Commencing at the confluence of Billinudgel Creek 
with the South Pacific Ocean.... The parish boundaries were 
adjusted in ~1888 to transfer this area to the 'Parish of 
Mooball', while the actual place-name 'Billinudgel' was 
unsuitably transferred to its current site, displacing 'The 
Pocket' from this location after the opening of the railway 
station in 1894. (All of which implies the word 'Billinudgel' 
was coined in the Mooball district, suggesting Wooyung was 
the real territory where the mysterious parrot ‘once 
belonged’. And the SoM of 21Mar1903 lists Bellynudgle 
(along with Mobal and Cavanbah) as a word Used at Cudgen, 
by the blacks who are called “Cudginberry”.)  
  
'Billinudgel Public School, 1893-1993', written and compiled by Harvey Gardiner and Terry Timms, says that 'The Pocket' 
was originally known as 'Wilson's Cedar Pocket', and that the fertile valley is drained by 'Wilson's Creek'. (The identity of 
Wilson remains a mystery, but it's possible he may have been cedar merchant Henry O'Brien Wilson, the son of William, 
the founder of Lismore. In 1865 Henry was identified as the squatter on the mysterious Cudgeree Run, Brunswick River.) 
Whatever the circumstances, ‘Wilson’s Creek’ has been consigned to the archives and the whole stretch of the waterway 
from Brunswick Heads through Ocean Shores and past Billinudgel to near Main Arm is now known as ‘Marshall’s Creek’. 
 
A school on Gerald O'Connor's property was gazetted in Apr1893, mainly prompted by the arrival of the railway navies 
and their families (while satisfying the needs of the local selectors as a collateral benefit), and as an expediency the 
school building from the railway camp at 'Grahamstown', just south of Byron Bay, was delivered by express bullock train. 
The school was dubbed 'Tuckaburra', the name bestowed on the navvies camp on O'Connor's property 'Kelsoleigh', but 
Dr Sharpe gives no clues on the meaning of the word. It became the 'Billinudgel Public School' in Aug1899, 3mths after 
which The Cumberland Argus said that Billigudgel, or Tuckaburra, is a township on the Tweed. It was called "The Pocket," 
during the construction of the Ewing-Perry railway, because, so said a well known Forest Ranger, it became a pocket 
edition of Sheol on pay-days.... Altogether the population was the roughest and rowdiest out of Sydney…. 
  
As well as a large navvies' camp, the construction phase of the railway also brought permanent structures like 
O'Connor's 'Tramway Hotel', probably so named because it appeared at the terminus of the tram tracks laid to bring 
materials and provisions from the wharf at 
Mullum. Gerald O'Connor also provided the 
store, bakery and blacksmith's shop, later adding 
the land for Billinudgel's School of Arts and 
Catholic Church. (He also provided the pub and 
store at Burringbar.) 
 
While the main navvies' camp was over the hill 
at Hainsville, the pub, school, stores and 
brothels at O'Connorsville probably convinced 
the railway commissioners that the place had 
reached critical mass and so gifted a station with 
a sign proclaiming the site as 'Billinudgel', 
around which the village grew. 
 
Chincogan Mountains 
 
In 1900 French and Jarrett said 'Thuncogin' is 'a prominent part & mountain north running.' (and 'cogin' means 'North 
Pole'), while Constable Boyd in his advice to the The Anthropolological Society of Australasia in 1899 expands the 

 
The Pocket (aka Billinudgel) 1894 

L to R: 'Haynes Hill' Tunnel, station in front of pile of logs, 
various tents, and McGrath's Tramway Hotel defended from 
arsonists and forest giants by tall palisade. 

(Courtesy Ian Dunn's book 'Byways of Steam'.) 

 
Billinudgel ~1921  

(The original Tramway Hotel, totally destroyed in a 1905 fire, was rebuilt 
and morphed into the New Brighton Hotel in 1910) 
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meaning to 'Low behind high in front, a name given to a rather remarkable looking mountain at Mullumbimby '. The 
Richmond-Tweed Library agrees, but adding 'more specifically the word means "northward - facing male genitals". It is 
thought the mountain is likely to have been a fertility site. Dr Sharpe doesn't comment, except to say 'guhgin' means 
'north', while the Science of Man journal of 23May1904 says 'Thun' means 'Penis' in the Mullumbimby District. (A 
curiosity from the SoM journal of 25May1903 says Tintenbah means A man without a penis, a corruption of ‘place of 
pricked tails’ given in SoM of 21Feb1900 and referring to the practice of docking the tails of paddymelons). 
 
The 1922 tourist booklet 'Pearl of the Pacific' says Mullumbimby shelters under the shadow of Chincogan, or Tuncogin, as 
the old blackfellows used to call this notable landmark with its three dominant peaks and graceful saddle back. 
Informally, Chincogan's twin brother, 'Mount Tincogan', lies 1km to the NW, and 1km to the west of that is 'Mincogan', 
completing the 'Chincogan Mountains' trio. The plural 'Chincogan Mountains' is annotated on the earliest extant map of 
the 'Parish of Billinudgel' (edition 4 of Sep1893). 
 
The Sydney Mail of 3Oct1885 was the first to give a public airing to 'sugarloaf-shaped Chincogan'. But in Nov1889 the 
select committee looking at the proposed railway route through Mullumbimby made no reference to 'Chincogan', simply 
stating that The route will be eastward of what are called the Twin Peaks. The next public mention of ‘Chincogan’ wasn’t 
until Jun1890 when the Northern Star advised that the railway will pass east of Mount Chincogan. Thereafter ‘Chincogan’ 
didn’t pass anyone’s lips until 1901, and it wasn’t until the advent of the Mullumbimby Star in 1905 that the word came 
into more regular usage. 
 
Surveyor John Anderson laid out the village of Mullum in 1887, choosing to bestow the chaste name of ‘Tincogan’ on 
the street running to the river crossing. But over many years the smutty local rags often referred to this street as 
‘Chincogan’. (And there’s a school of thought that says there was a cockup somewhere along the line that turned 
‘Chincogan Creek’ into ‘Chinbible Creek’.) 
 
Durrumbul 
 
This locality on the Main Arm 5km NW of Mullum is Said to derive from 'Durangbil, a name for a reach of the Brunswick 
River, the name may derive from a Gidabal word for "dry", daram, says the Regional Library booklet, while Dr Sharpe 
says 'jurangbil' is a location name for the Brunswick River; possibly durangbil or dirambul, and that 'daram' is 'rain' in 
Nyangbal dialect and 'dry' in other dialect lists. (Her UNE colleague J.S. Ryan says that Since native names were only for 
portions of rivers, they did not usually survive, eg Durangbil, the name of a reach, was replaced by the name Brunswick 
River.) But Henry French and Charlie Jarrett say 'Durumbil' means 'That Round Hill inside Brunswick Heads'. And 38yrs 
later Charlie’s nephew, Bernard Jarrett of Mullum, said The aboriginal name for Brunswick Heads is durring (Mr Jarrett is 
not certain of the spelling), and is said to mean “bush rat.” Apparently, the name is derived from the shape of the North 
Head (ref Northern Star of 5Jan1938). 
 
So if ‘Durrumbul’ is associated with the Brunswick Heads, how did it end up labeling a spot way up-river? There may 
have been a Minjungbal/Du-rung-bil family/clan group that called this inland area home, but if so the survivors probably 
would have been displaced to the New Brighton / Brunswick Heads area upon arrival of white selectors in 1881. 
 
The white children of ill-defined 'Main Arm' were schooled at Mullum (from 1886) or Blindmouth (1895-1897), but their 
long walk or ride roused demands for another school, resulting in Mooyabil on Mullumbimby Creek in Feb1900 and 
Durrumbul on the Main Arm in Jul1900. The latter was initiated by William E. Cooper who had forwarded the 
application on behalf of his fellow 'Main Arm' residents in Jan1899, prompting the arrival of Inspector Peter Board to 
confirm the site and confer the name 'Durrumbul' on their neighbourhood, although they continued to insist they lived 
at 'Main Arm', as did those beyond civilisation at the headwaters of the 'Main Arm', where the school could so easily 
have been sited if those remote hermits had managed to convince Inspector Board of their spot's greater merits. (The 
Upper Main Arm faction within the group wanted a new 'Blindmouth' school at the Main Arm's confluence with 
Blindmouth Creek, where 'Main Arm' hamlet eventually took root. They eventually got 'Toolond' school in Jan1927, but 
reverted to 'Upper Main Arm' in Dec1944, 6mths before 'Mooyabil' reclaimed 'Mullumbimby Creek'.) 
 
Durrumbul school opened with an enrollment of 28, but within 12mths was accommodating 42 dodgers from the 
milking shed. The first teacher, David Grierson, created some sort of district record, serving at Durrumbul 1900-1916, 
Billinudgel 1928-31, and retiring to Mullum in 1939. 
 
A Community Hall, mostly referred to as the 'Main Arm Hall', was opened Nov1911, but moved by bullock team to its  
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current site in 
Sep1923 and 20yrs 
later was the venue 
for welcoming the 
arrival of electricity 
at 'Durrumbul'.  
(The hall became 
Durrumbul pre-
school in the 
1980s). Further 
'Main Arm' 

development 
occurred upstream 
at the future site of 
'Main Arm' hamlet.  
 
 
 

Myocum 
 
The first announcement of the birth of Myocum appeared in the Government Gazette on 10Oct1881, advising that 120 
acres had been 'Reserved From Sale For Camping'..., on the Lismore and Brunswick Road now in use, under Possum 
Mountain. On 8Jan1883 the Gazette baptised this camping ground with the name 'Myockum Grass'. Until then it appears 
that the area now known as Myocum was hiding under the umbrella of Tyagarah. The Byron Shire Council at 
http://profile.id.com.au/byron/about?WebID=140 says Myocum is named from an Aboriginal word thought to mean 
“sunrise” or “dawn”. Coorabell is thought to be named from an Aboriginal word for hoop pine trees. And Coorabell 
School ‘under Possum Mountain’ provided the Myocumite’s education until 1903. 
 
French and Jarrett above presented 'Moyoucum' 
without any definition. The Richmond-Tweed Library 
takes a stab at 'myloogun, meaning 'sunrise', or 
'mooloogin, meaning 'dawn' in the Casino and 
Lismore dialects..., adding 'place of rest' as a 
descriptive meaning, while Dr Sharpe offers no clues. 
The SoM of Oct1909 gives Moolloogun (dawn) and 
Myollogun (sunrise) used in the Richmond and Tweed 
District. So 'Myocum' is probably another 
incomprehensible surveyor's whim. On 4Feb1888 
'Myokum' got a run when the Gazette carried the 
Governor's proclamation of the 'Village of 
Mullumbimby', announcing the 'Boundaries of the 
Village Lands..., with 'Myokum Street' as the southern 
boundary. 
 
By late 1891 growth was such that the Myocumites started agitating for their own school, carrying their angst through to 
1903 when they finally got their wish on a triangle of land near the intersection of Tyagarah and Myocum Roads, the 
school starting with 29 pupils, leaving 38 at Coorabell. However, an embryo hamlet never took root, as other structures 
were too widely separated, including a Methodist Church appearing a quarter mile away in 1891, a railway siding miles 
away on 'Pipeclay Cutting' off McAulay's Lane, a Presbyterian Manse in 'Manse Lane' in 1902, and a Public Hall a quarter 
mile from the school in 1912. At the opposite end of Myocum however, the hamlet of ‘Molebunbie’ had emerged on 
what became the Mullumbimby golf course, surviving for a decade before Mullum-proper developed. (The first use of 
the label ‘Molebunbie’ occurred in the Northern Star in 1882 when ‘Smith and Webber’ advertised the location of their 
store, despite Surveyor Richard Barling setting the spelling ‘Mullumbimby’ in concrete in 1872. The SoM of 23Apr1900 
gave Mullumbimby. Meaning unknown. The original name was Mullibumbi…, the entry probably supplied by Ewen 
Mackinnon, Clerk of Petty Sessions and Mining Warden’s Clerk of Ballina.) 
 
Myocum became the main centre of Presbyterian and Wesleyan activities in the neighbourhood and the centre of the  

 
Teamster O'Meara moving Durrumbul Hall 1911 

 
Oliver Parrish’s Figtree Villa near Myocum Railway Siding,~1910. 

http://profile.id.com.au/byron/about?WebID=140
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Brunswick Valley dairy industry under the 
driving force of the prominent John McGregor. 
He also initiated the 'Myocum Progress 
Association' in 1896 and formation of the 
'Farmers Association of Myocum' in 1897. And 
Myocum remained the centre of the Brunswick 
Valley's highest priced farming land for many 
years. It was also home to the district's leading 
agitators for White Australia and instrumental in 
having Norco ban cream supplied by farmers 
employing Hindoo labour. 
 
Tyagarah 
 
French and Jarrett say 'Targourah' means 'A 
stopping place or camping ground', while the 
Regional Library says it means "tussocks of 
sharp, bladey grass", but has also been said to 
mean "open grass country", or "camping ground".  
 
As with other places, the railway was responsible for concretising the name as 'Tyagarah', pronounced 'Tahgra' up to 
WW2. (In 1871 cedar-getter John Thomas Johnson (aka 'Cudgery Jack') gave his address as 'Targara', one of the spellings 
used by his contemporary, Dick Glascott, along with 'Taggara' and 'Tagara'. Glascott was the first to record the existence 
of a place called 'Tagara Grass' in Jan1867, the name corrupted by the Government Gazette on 24Mar1882 in authorising 
a mail run to and from Bexhill and Marshall’s, Brunswick River, via Benny’s Creek and Togarah Grass, Main Road, once a 
week....) 
 

All roads led to Tyagarah during the cedar boom years. There was a very busy enterprise at Tyagarah Creek and Tyagarah 
Grass where a large cedar-getter’s camp had formed, serving as a depot for logs dragged from ‘Boyd’s Mountain’, 
‘Corrible Creek’ and ‘Oppussum Creek’. (And amongst the white axemen in 1872, and possibly outnumbering them, was 
a contingent of the Brunswick’s Durungbil clan, including ‘Drumble Charlie and his gin’). The squared and cross-
sectioned logs were floated down Tyagarah Creek and into the south arm where they were rafted to Bruns for loading or 
dispatch via the surf. In 1867 Edmund Ross, storekeeper and cedar merchant of Ballina, saw a niche and built a branch 
shack for provisioning these happy campers. 
  
This shack was probably the same one used by Henry French as his Nubhoygum Store to service travelers on the 
'Brunswick Road', at least from 1882. His near neighbour, surveyor Joseph Bebe Kelly, adopted 'Tyagarah' for the name 
of his property, which had a mile frontage to 'Kennedy's Lane', another of the many cedar-getters' tracks that formed the 
'Brunswick Road'. Kelly's neighbour, Alfred Frederick Wallis, on the western side of 'Kennedy's Lane', adopted the name 
'Mount Tyagarah' for his 640 acre selection under Coorabell ridge, adjacent to which was Edmund Wilson upon whose 
property the first Coorabell school appeared in Jan1891. 
 

On 13Oct1879 the Government Gazette finally formalised a Camping Reserve of 240 acres Commencing at a gum-tree 
marked broad-arrow over v on the surveyed road from Brunswick River to Bixhill (sic), situated at the south end of Tyagra 
Grass where the road enters the grass.... Wef 1Jan1893 Tyagarah became the northern boundary of the new Police 
Patrol District of Byron, created by hiving off bits of the Brunswick, Ballina and Lismore Districts.  
 

The first permanent structure to seed an embryo hamlet was Atkins' Sugar Mill in 1887, followed by the Railway Station 
in 1894. In 1900 came a postal Receiving Office in William Saville's home and store near the station, from where he ran 
a large apiary as his day job. The building is possibly the ex-Nubhoygum store of his brother-in-law Henry French. (At this 
time he and French had sold their adjacent selections to the Cornwell family of brewers.) Saville's wife (nee Mary Anne 
French) died Jun1910, aged 68, and 6mths later the building went up in flames. A new post office and telephone building 
(sans store) was up and running by early 1913, but William resigned in 1915 to live with a son in Brisbane, where he died 
1933 aged 92. 
 

In the meantime came the School of Arts Hall near the Post Office in 1907 and the School in 1911. Then a long wait for 
the Presbyterian Church in 1924, the Meat Pool in 1929 and electricity in 1947. (The Tyagarah Meat Pool became a co-
operative in 1937 with over 100 members, and was the only and oldest such co-op in the region when it closed in 1971.)  

 
Matthew Dawson's Farm, 'Winkle' (aka 'Myrtle Grange'), near Myocum 

school, 1895.  (Ghostly image right possibly the Wesleyan Methodist church 
he built in 1890, the only dedicated church in the district until the Catholics 

built in Mullum mid 1900.) 
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Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society Inc. 

Newsletter 
This newsletter is written by 
and for the members of the 
BVHS Inc 
 

Cnr Myokum & Stuart Sts 
Mullumbimby 
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482 

02 6684 4367 
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au 
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au 
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               Basil Cameron 
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NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 7 June 2018  
2.00pm  
See you there! 
 

*Deadline for agenda items 
Wednesday 6 Junel 2018 
 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Tuesdays & Fridays  
                           10am - 12pm 
Market Saturdays 9am - 1pm 
 

BVHS Newsletter is produced 
by NORTEC Work Experience 
Participants and BVHS Inc. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Tyagarah seceded to form the Province of Ewingsdale in 1904, gaining 
its own hall in 1908 and an Anglican Church in 1915. The Tyagarah Provisional 
School, opened 1895, was rebirthed as Ewingsdale Public School in Mar1909, 
losing a few students on 2May1911 upon opening of the new Tyagarah school at 
‘Sandy Flats’ on Saville’s ex-property towards Anderson’s Hill.   

Submitted by Peter Tsicalas 

 
The Brunswick Valley Cancer Action Group invites members to their Australia’s 
Biggest Morning Tea in Mullumbimby. See following poster for information. 

 
Tyagarah Meat Pool ~1950. (Still there on the highway) 

COREM supported BVHS for solar power in the museum and have requested for 
as many as possible to fill in the survey below.  Please read and submit your 
opinion. 

 

RENEW FESTIVAL – Call for Feedback 
 

COREM (Community Owned Renewable Energy Mullumbimby) has brought 
together a consortium of private landowners in the Byron Shire interested in 
providing sites for the installation of community-owned renewable energy 
generation equipment.  A community ownership model is proposed by COREM 
to fund and operate these solar farms.  The focus will be on large-scale 
community-owned renewable power generation in order to generate substantial 
clean green energy for our region. 
 

The expected cost of these projects is $1.5M per 1MW. COREM is seeking to 
deliver 30MW by September 2019 in accordance with the Byron Shire’s 100% 
transition goals to community-owned renewable energy.  This project has in-
principle support from Byron Shire Council and Zero Emissions.  
 

The following short survey has been designed to gain an understanding of the 
preferences the residents of Byron Shire may have for investing in community 
owned solar power generation.  Also, the feedback will better assist COREM in 
delivering the optimum model for the community’s requirements. 
  

This survey will be open until May 17, 2018. A community engagement process 
will then be facilitated on Sunday May 20 at Renew Fest 2018 
http://www.renewfest.org.au making use of the survey results to draw down the 
key design elements the Byron Shire community wish to see included in COREMs 
value “buy in” offer for their proposed Community-Owned Large Scale Solar 
Farms. 
 

 Please take a few minutes to complete the survey here: 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/ r/TZHNYXW 

Thank you very much! 

http://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
http://www.corem.org.au/
http://www.renewfest.org.au/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZHNYXW


BRUNSWICK VALLEY 
CANCER ACTION GROUP                                             

        invite you to our  

 
  

Friday 18th May 9.30 am  
Uniting Church Hall, Mullumbimby 
$10 includes entry & raffle tickets      

Featuring home movies of the 60s  
+ Photograph display 


