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Hedley Hungerford, an Exemplum of the Model Citizen 
 

Solicitor Hedley Hungerford (1895 Pambula - 1978 Brisbane) was arguably the most eligible Mullumite not to be 
elevated to the aldermanic benches. He was the son of Murbah solicitor Hedley Herber Hungerford (1864 Armidale – 
1936 Kingscliff) who was in turn the son of an Anglican minister, The Rev Septimus Hungerford (1825 Nohoval Court, 
County Cork – 1927 ‘Nohoval’, Mosman), who landed from Ireland in 1828 with his parents, Capt Emanuel Hungerford 
(1785 Cork –1872 Maitland) and Catherine Loane (1786 Cork - 1867 Maitland), and seven siblings, including John Becher 
Hungerford, the grandfather of barrister George Penn Loane Hungerford (1882 Pokolbin – 1960 Chatswood) who 
married Adele Le-Warne Wilcock 1908 Murwillumbah and over many years was regularly ‘instructed’ by solicitors 
Hedley jnr of Mullum and Hedley snr of Murbah. (Another son of the Captain was Thomas Hungerford (1823 Cork - 1904 
Ashfield), after whom the hamlet of Hungerford in outback Queensland is named. See biography at 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hungerford-thomas-3820 ) 
 

At Maitland in 1854 the Rev Septimus made a dynastic coupling with Eliza Sophia Pilcher (1827 London - 1909 Mosman) 
who had landed with her parents, solicitor Henry Incledon Pilcher and Eliza, nee Bradley/Brockley, in 1830 and settled 

on a 1,920ac land grant at Maitland. Septimus was briefly apprenticed to a solicitor, before travelling to England and 
Ireland in 1848 to collect the legacy of his aunt, Anne Loane Payne…, returning in 1852 and shortly after was offered for 
ordination in the Newcastle diocese. He was made deacon in 1853 and priest in 1854… says the Hungerford and 
Associated Families Society website at https://www.hafs.org.au/septimus-hungerford-e-7/2017/05/06 . He ministered at 
Armidale 1854-75, thence Enfield before retiring to his Mosman residence in 1895 and dying just short of his 102nd 
birthday, by which time he was the patriarch of ‘the large Hungerford family network’.  
 

In 1882 his son Hedley Herber Hungerford won a scholarship to Kings School, Parramatta, followed by a scholarship to St 
Paul’s College, University of Sydney, graduating in 1886 and admitted as a solicitor in 1890, playing Rugby Union for NSW 
along the way. In 1891 he opened a legal practice at Bega in partnership with Herbert Marsh Bloomfield and won the 
toss to run the Pambula branch of their practice. In 1894 he married Edith May Martha Flower (1869 Toorak – 1956 
Murbah) at St John’s, Toorak, Melbourne, the ceremony performed by the Rev Septimus Hungerford of St Thomas’s, 
Enfield, Sydney. He was active in community affairs at Pambula, president of the Progress Association amongst other 
things, but after 17yrs relocated to Murbah, citing health reasons, and purchased a partnership with Gordon Clifton 
Halliday in Dec1907. He remained a Murbah resident until his death, in the meantime becoming one of the most 
prominent members of the Tweed community. By 1913 he was a leading Freemason, president of the Murwillumbah 
Chamber of Commerce and president of the Tweed River Branch of the Theosophical Society. Over the following years 
he accumulated a lot of property, including Cudgen Headland which he subdivided into 97 lots and sold in 1918 as part 
of the ‘Kingscliff Subdivison’.  
 

Gordon Halliday retired to Sydney in 1918 and his practice taken over by nephew E.J. Halliday, at which time H.H. 
Hungerford became an independent operator. But in 1917 he already had formed the partnership of Hungerford and 
Laman, with Laman as resident solicitor in a new branch office in Mullumbimby where there was a legal vacuum 
following the enlistment of lawyer Moriarty. Edward John Laman (1855 Sydney – 1934 Sydney) had come from 
Deniliquin in 1914 to take up an associateship or employment with lawyer Peter Street, foundation mayor of Murbah 
and son-in-law of Mullum identity W.R. Baker. (Presumably Hungerford had lured Laman away from Street with an offer 
too good to refuse? Street moved to Lismore Sep1918.) It was still a small legal world when Street had earlier taken in 
Richard Henry Bloomfield (1880 Boorolong – 1940 Epping), the brother of H.M. Bloomfield of Bega, the Godfather of 
Hedley Hungerford jnr, as a partner and installed him at the new Mullumbimby branch of Street and Bloomfield in 
Mar1903. R.H. moved to Walcha in 1904, but 2yrs later gave lawyering away to become a grazier at Uralla, following in 
the footsteps of his prominent father, Edwin Cordeaux Bloomfield (1835 Denham Court, Sydney – 1913 Uralla), also a 
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graduate of Kings School. R.H. married Betty Wren of Bega 1912, served WW1 and was discharged as Captain Blomfield 
MC. Captain Nathaniel Stephen Powell Moriarty (1876 Sydney – 1926 Goulburn), Mullumbimby resident 1907-16, was 
apparently all set to resume practice at Mullum upon discharge when he found ‘Hungerford and Laman’ had stolen his 
patch, prompting his resettlement in Goulburn.  
 

Given his pedigree it was ordained that Hedley Hungerford jnr should graduate from Kings School, Parramatta, and 
enter his father’s Murbah practice. In 1922 he passed his final law exams and was admitted as a solicitor, becoming a 
partner in ‘H.H. Hungerford and Co’ in 1923 and prominent in community activities, secretary of the Philharmonic 
Society, active in the Debating Society and a stand-out in the Rowing Club. In 1924 he took up residence in 
Mullumbimby, just prior to his October marriage to Ella Alexandra Campling (1889 Burwood – 1969 Brisbane) in Sydney, 
while the partnership of ‘Hungerford and Laman’ morphed into ‘Hungerford and Hungerford’. In May1925 70yr old 
lawyer Laman, the holder of many community appointments over his 8yrs in town, retired to Sydney. 
 

Hedley jnr arrived in Mullum when the place was in the depths of depression. In 1921 the lifting of domestic price 
controls followed on from the loss of lucrative war-time contracts with Britain, bringing the harsh reality of the free 
market to the dairy industry, all coincidental with the sudden collapse of the booming banana industry, the double 
whammy causing a big 16% population loss to the Municipality in the 2yrs to the end of 1924. The population had 
recovered by the late 1920s, coinciding with the arrival of the dark clouds of the Great Depression and déjà vu all over 
again.  
 

Most black clouds have a silver lining and Mullum was blessed when the Rev David J. Collins of Copmanhurst was 
appointed Anglican Vicar in Dec1923. He became the main driving force in formation of the Chamber of Commerce in 
mid1924 and 5mths later Mullum’s luck was still on a roll when Hedley Hungerford accepted the secretary’s quill, the 
formidable Collins-Hungerford team maintaining Chamber momentum through the Dark Ages.  
 

Hedley had also joined the School of 
Arts committee upon arrival in town 
and in Jul1926 was elected President. 
The committee’s 3-day carnival in 
Dec1926 was a roaring success and 
the key to that success may be found 
in the personality and energy of the 
president, Mr H. Hungerford. Right 
from the starting point, that energetic 
head, spared neither energy, time or 
money, towards making the carnival 
the success it turned out to be.... And 
he became the driving force behind 
the rebuilding of the new School of 
Arts following the disastrous fire of 
9May1926. 
 

By Aug1927 a few unlined clouds had 
started to block the ray of economic 
sunshine and newly elected 
President Hungerford of the 
Chamber of Commerce complained 
that of late the members have not 
been taking such an active interest as 
hitherto…. This, no doubt, can be 
largely accounted for by the general 
depression in the district owing to 
bad seasons and adverse financial 
conditions.... Storekeeper Threlfo had 
already had the receivers in and now 
Storekeeper Haas was settling with 
liquidators. At the same time Town 
Clerk Boxall drew attention to 

outstanding rates, amounting to about £1000…. 

 
The Mullumbimby Male Chorus 1929 

Rear L to R: Dudley Bridgland, Fred Kimpton, u/k, Syd Brooker, Sonny Starr 
Second rear: Wally Bower, u/k, Hilary Armbruster, Bill May, Bill Flanagan, u/k 

Third rear: u/k, Claude Lindsay, Bill Smith, Harry Wilton, Stan Best, Les Rose, Vince 
Nelson, Alex McLennan, W.E. Evans 

Centre seated: Frank Campbell, Roy Neilson, Reg Curnow (insert), George Hammond, 
Dick Boulter, Tom North 

Second front: Arthur Bartlett, Hedley Hungerford, Richard Warren, George Lindsay, 
Harry Main, Robert Dalrymple 

Front: u/k, Forbes, u/k, Alan Walker, Bob Newberry 
(Richard H. Warren, manager of the National Bank, assisted by Harry Main of the 

Commercial Bank, was the driving force behind formation of the Male Chorus, which 
gave its first public performance in Nov1928 and within 6mths was contesting 

competitions further afield. 
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By the AGM of the Chamber in Jul1928 things were still a bit shaky and apathy still the go when President Hungerford 
had to warn that It would be a great pity to see the Chamber go out of existence.... By the AGM the following year 
nothing much had changed when he reported that the Chamber has not for some time past been receiving that measure 
of Public support necessary to enable it to carry on efficiently..., contrasted with the enthusiasm being shown for the 
new School of Arts, notwithstanding the many arguments on the type of building required.  
 

On the social side Hedley became foundation President of the Charity Amateur Theatrical Society (aka 'Cats') in Jan1929, 
with wife Ella as wardrobe mistress. In Jul1933 he also became secretary-treasurer of the Philharmonic Society, formed 
by amalgamation of the Ladies Choir and Male Chorus, of which he had been secretary. He also served as one of the 
main spokesmen at various social and farewell functions over many years. On the sporting side he was a foundation 
member of the Bowls Club in Sep1925, vice-president in Jan1932 and president a couple of years later, while Ella became 
foundation vice-president of the Croquet Club in Nov1927, followed by vice-presidency of the CWA in Mar1928 and 
treasurer in Apr1929. Hedley was a foundation member of the Golf Club in Sep1930 and president in Nov1932 with Mrs 
Hungerford on the committee. Ella subsequently became vice-president of the ‘Golf Associates’ and in 1937 vice-
president of the Ambulance Auxiliary. 
 

In Feb1929 Hedley was elected to the committee of the Agricultural Society and a year later elected President of that 
moribund organisation. At the AGM of Feb1931 he resigned, with no-one willing to take over until a week later Jack 
Walker was drafted to the job. Vice-President Hungerford said He was of the opinion that Mullumbimby along with every 
other part of the country was in for a bad time.... Times were hard; there was no superfluous money in the district and 
they would have to make all the savings they could, and look to the district to keep the Society going....  
 

He made much the same comments when the Chamber of Commerce came out of 
hibernation to hold a meeting in Mar1931, although It was decided that in future, 
meetings of the Chamber will only be held when some necessary business is to be dealt 
with or when any member requests that a meeting shall be held. Things eventually got 
back on track, and a sure sign that the bad trot was behind them occurred when the 
shopkeepers awoke to attend a meeting on 1Nov1938, and it was unanimously decided 
to form a Businessmen’s Association to consider, among other things, ways and means of 
boosting the Brunswick District in an effort to counteract the advertising propaganda of 
Lismore and Murwillumbah.... Mr H. Hungerford, President of the defunct Mullumbimby 
Chamber..., pointed out that there was a general apathy in Mullumbimby towards such 
organisations.... 
 

WW2 kicked off in Sep1939 with Hedley elected vice-president of 'The Mullumbimby 
Patriotic and War Fund'. In Jan1941 The Ladies Patriotic Auxiliary was formed at a 
meeting at the Hungerford residence in Dalley Street. Ella became secretary of the Welcome Home Committee in 
Jul1943, handing over to Hedley when the trickle became a flood. Around the same time Hedley was appointed 
secretary of the Mullum Branch of the Australian Comforts Fund. Ella had also become treasurer of the Red Cross in 
Jul1939. 
 

At the wind-up of the Patriotic Fund in Nov1945 It was disclosed... that £6610 had been raised by the organisation 
during its six years of operation.... Mr L.J. Bourne (Treasurer) paid a tribute to the untiring efforts of the Secretary, Mr H. 
Hungerford. The volume of work entailed over the six years, although heavy, had been carried out untiringly by Mr. 
Hungerford.... By this time he was putting the same effort into the Repatriation Committee, which by 1952 had 
disbursed £40,000 to local ex-servicemen. 
 

At an RSL function in Dec1946 in honour of Mr. H. Hungerford…, Mr A. Bartlett declared that Only those who had been 
associated with him knew the value of the service he rendered in the interests of the men and women in the Forces…, and 
in recognition of his services throughout the war years, the Mullumbimby Sub branch of the R.S.L. presented him with a 
framed Certificate of Merit. During the war Mr. Hungerford had been secretary for the Mullumbimby branch of the 
A.C.F., which also controlled many district branches, said Mr. Bartlett. Mr. Hungerford had also been associated with 
various other patriotic bodies which called for much of his time and labour. It was under his direction that farewells and 
welcome homes were organised. (These words were repeated at the AGM of the RSL in Feb1956 when, oddly, It was 
decided to (again) recommend that a certificate of merit be presented to Mr H. Hungerford in recognition of work done 
for the cause of ex-servicemen..., which was finally presented on 8Jun1956.) 
 

Post war Hedley also had become a Patron of the Legion of Ex-Servicemen, while Ella became vice-president of the 
Ladies Hospital Auxiliary and secretary by 1950, at which time she temporarily surrendered her treasurer’s role with the 

 
Hedley Hungerford 1933 

(1895 Pambula - 1978 Brisbane) 
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Red Cross in favour of the vice-presidency, but got the gig back by Jul1955.   
 

Rotary, the first of the Service Clubs to appear 
in Mullum, was formed in May1949 with 
Hedley Hungerford appointed as a Director 
and in May1951 elevated to the vice-
presidency, at which time things were buoyant 
enough to resurrect the Chamber of 
Commerce, of which he was vice-president by 
1955 when apathy again gripped that 
struggling organisation. He was president of 
Rotary in Nov1952 when he became a vice-
president of the New Citizen’s League, formed 
to help ease the flood of New Australians into 
the community. Also helping New Australians 
who were endeavouring to bring their families 
to this country… was the Red Cross, of which 
Mrs Hungerford was still treasurer in Jul1957. 
 

In Nov1949 he plunged into another 
community saga at The largest public meeting 
since that which gave birth to a public hospital… to discuss another project of vital importance to Mullumbimby - the 
construction of a swimming pool…. Hedley was appointed to the committee to determine the best site, but the project 
lasted many years, giving birth to the Chincogan Fiesta along the way. 
 

At the AGM of the Bowling Club in Jan1950 Hedley decided it was time to give someone else a turn at the helm and 
handed the presidential tiller to Vic Bassett. But he remained as a vice-president and at the opening of extensions in 
Jul1952 it was said that The foundations of the present club amenities had been well prepared by such stalwarts as Mr 
Hungerford and Mr Claude Lindsay.... At the AGM in Jul1962 President Fred Uren congratulated Mr H. Hungerford who 
retired from the committee after 32 years. He said Mr Hungerford served 13 years as club president, before that he had 
been secretary, and in more recent years a vice-president. "To-night we have elected Mr Hungerford to the position of 
patron..., and I would say that no other member has done or will ever do as much for the club....” 
 

At the Feb1954 AGM of Agricultural Society (by then more popularly known as the Show Society) Hedley topped the 
poll, but 3yrs later, after 30yrs on the committee, he called it quits and was elevated to Patron. At the Show in Nov1963 
the committee decided to honour the 12 past presidents (6 of whom were non-farming townsmen), who guided the 
Agricultural Society through 43 of its 58 years of activity; Alan Cameron, foundation president, was looked upon as an 
unofficial mayor of Mullumbimby.... The third, John Macgregor, a man of considerable means, was the owner of 
splendid properties in the Myocum district and chairman of Norco. The 6th, W.A. Vardy, the only bank manager 
president of the society, was an Irishman and an enthusiastic worker, like John Macgregor he had the disadvantage of 

being a bachelor.... The 11th, Hedley Hungerford... was 
given the honour of cutting the cake. 
 

Whilst carrying out his civic duties, Hedley also had a day 
job, which included one day per week soliciting from his 
Byron Bay branch office. His workload was such by 1947 
that he took in Thomas Edwin (Dick) Blackwell of Lismore 
as a partner. Dick died suddenly in Apr1961, followed by 
Hedley’s clerk of ~35yrs, George Ernest Henville, in 
Jul1961. Hedley then took in Paul Lehmann as a partner 
and today the firm of ‘Hungerford Lehmann Solicitors’ 
continues to service Mullum and district (and 
bequeathed that architectural gem on the prominent 
Burringbar-Station Street corner, erected 1976). 
 

A public farewell tendered to local solicitor Mr Hedley 
Hungerford at the Bowling Club on 21Jun1969 attracted 
probably the most representative gathering ever seen at 
Mullumbimby. Speakers from more than 20 organisations  

 
As President of the Mullum School of Arts Hedley Hungerford played a big 
part in evolving the institution’s Library into an eventual shire-wide free 
Public Library. (See ‘Birth of the Public Library’ in Newsletter Apr2014.) 

 
Public Farewell to Hedley Hungerford at the Bowling Club 1969. 

Mayor Uren presents him with a wallet of notes, watched by Club 
president E. J. Donoghue 
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which Mr Hungerford had 
represented as honorary 
solicitor during his 44yrs at 
Mullumbimby spoke of the 
qualities of the guest as a 
citizen and sportsman. Mayor 
Uren said Mr Hungerford had 
shown loyalty to the whole 
district and its community in 
the full sense of the word and 
had put forth his best effort 
on behalf of all organisations in all corners of the district.... He was an early Golf Club president…, president of the 
Bowling Club, the Agricultural Society and Rotary. Mr Donoghue said it had been on Mr Hungerford's casting vote that 
the Bowling Club had obtained "what was known as a token machine - now commonly called a bandit - for thirty quid, 
and records showed that the infernal machine was paid for in fourteen days.".... (And income from the dreaded poker 
machines, introduced in 1956, continued to grow at an exponential rate). Ella had died 3mths earlier and Hedley lived 
with his daughter Patricia Knapton and family at Wynnum, Brisbane, until his death in 1978.                           Peter Tsicalas 

                                                                                                                    

THE DENTAL CHAIR & EQUIPMENT 
Many a visitor has flinched upon seeing the dental chair in our museum.  
It has an interesting background. 
 

The chair was purchased by dentists Smith & Shay.  William E. Smith 
(1895–1970) began his practice in Mullumbimby in 1924. He advertised in 
The Mullumbimby Star 26Feb1925 as a Painless Dentist, Burringbar St. 
William Aloysius Shay (1919-2018) joined W.E. Smith’s practice in 1941. 
Smith & Shay also had a surgery in Byron Bay, which  in 1952 was taken 
over by Mr P.J. O’Neill and it was the first time for many years that Byron 
Bay had a resident dentist. 
 

While working in his busy dental practice Bill Smith also found time to 
carry out the duties of an alderman 1938 to 1958, and mayor 1950 to 57. 
He also served on the board of The School of Arts and as treasurer of the 
P&C. He and his wife were the first life members of the Mullumbimby 
Golf Club. Bill died in Oct 1971 in the local hospital. 
 

Bill Shay was also involved in the local community.  He served as 
president of the Mullumbimby Legion of Ex-Servicemen and Women for 
over 15 years.  In 1951 he was nominated to the hospital board.  And he 
too was very involved with the Golf Club. In 1942 he had married the 
Mayor’s daughter, Olive ‘Jean’ Latter (1919-2009). 
 

It’s not clear what year the practice purchased the chair but it was built in 
Brisbane by the company Dental Products Pty Ltd., which registered its 
company in Brisbane on 24th March 1949 at Abbotsford Rd Mayne. 
 

During the 1949s and 50s the company advertised in the Courier-Mail: 
PARENTS, a good opportunity for apprentice to new engineering industry 
first second or third year apprentices are required to learn turning, fitting 
and machinery, good prospects for future permanent positions. 
 

Dental Products Pty Ltd tendered to several Government Departments to 
supply dental equipment, e.g. in 1963 for a dental unit for £325 8s 6d at 
RGH Greenslopes, Repatriation Department. 
 

At some stage in the mid to late 1960s the company seemed to go bust, 
as there were no further tenders or ads. 

 
 Bowling Club's rock fence right, facing Jubilee Avenue 1951 
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NEXT MEETING  
Tuesday 8th September 
2020 @10.30am 
 
 

MUSEUM HOURS – 
Tuesdays and Fridays  
                              10.00-12.00 
Market Saturdays 9.00 - 1.00 
 

MULLUMBIMBY 
COMMUNITY MARKET 
Next Market- Saturday 19th 
September 

mullummarkets.com.au 

 

 

 

In 1951 Howard Timms, a dental 
technician in Brisbane, had just 
recently married and saw an ad 
for a dental technician for the 
practice of Smith & Shay in 
Mullumbimby.  Howard had a 
chance to go to Kingaroy but 
accepted the position in 
Mullumbimby as he felt that 
NSW would probably be first to 
change the practice laws for 
dental technicians.  At that time 
they could not set up privately.   
 

After Premier Neville Wran 
changed the ruling Howard went to Sydney and trained as a dental prosthetist 
and on return opened his own business upstairs in the Nelson building, where he 
practiced for 10yrs until a stroke forced retirement.  He too was very community 
minded – becoming a charter member of Apex Mullumbimby, maintaining the 
tennis courts in town, engaging in many community projects as a member of 
Rotary, involved in Scouting, and serving 3 years on Mullumbimby Municipal and 
Byron Shire Councils.  He died in 2000. 
 

And what has this to do with our chair! In 1980 Dr Michael Leach came to 
Mullumbimby and bought the dental business from Bill Shay.  He passed the chair 
onto Howard Timms on the proviso that when he no longer needed it, it was to 
go to the Mullumbimby Museum where it now serves as a reminder of terrifying 
dental encounters for the older generation. 

A PLEA FROM NORFOLK ENGLAND.  CAN YOU HELP? 
Dianne Gooch, lives in Norfolk England and is trying to trace a cousin whose last 
known address was Mullumbimby.  His name is Keith J. O’Neill.  He was born in 
the Essex area U.K. in 1951.  His father was Charles and his mother’s maiden 
name was Howell. 
 

They share a grandfather and Dianne is hoping he can fill in a big missing link in 
her family line. 
 

It is a long shot but if anyone can help please contact the museum and we will 
forward on her email address.  

MARKET ON 15TH AUGUST 
We were planning to have our market this Saturday.  We 
have been working with the managers and organisers of 
the other markets in the Byron and Lismore areas as well 
as with Byron & Lismore Council officers to ensure that it 
would be Covid-19 safe for volunteers, stallholders, visitors 
and market managers. 
 

To trade at our market stallholders are required to read 
and sign the Covid-19 Mullumbimby Stallholder Requirements document on the 
market website.  These requirements have been adopted by each market in the 
area. 
 

However, because of the Queensland border closure and the bubble that has 
been created, stallholders and customers from the Gold Coast & Tweed Shire 
cannot attend our market.  Consequently, in consultation with stallholders and 
our committee, sadly the August market has been cancelled.  We are hoping 
that things will improve and we will be able to hold the market in September. 

http://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
mailto:bvhs84@yahoo.com.au
mullummarkets.com.au
http://www.mullummarkets.com.au/

