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BYRON SCHOOL OF ARTS MARCH VISIT

Second year students from Mullumbimby’s Byron School of Arts enjoyed a fruitful visit to the Museum in
March, marvelling at the wonderful exhibits and taking the opportunity to sketch items of interest as part of
their practical studies.

READY FOR THE REFURBISHMENT
WHAT A TEAM!

ALSTONVILLE VISITORS

On Friday a busload of gentlemen from the
Alstonville Retirement Village paid us a visit. As
Pictured at left are Dave, none had previously been to our museum, they
Tosharnee and Rollie enjoying a were delighted with what they found and they
well deserved rest after filling didn’t miss not being able to visit the shed.
the second of two large storage
containers with machinery and
artefacts, in preparation for the
upcoming improvements to the
Machinery Shed (Volunteers
Mitsuo, Susan and Rhonda
absent from photo}. Society
President,
Steven
Hall,
congratulated the team for their
dedication and solid work effort
over the past six weeks. A job
well done.

Project Manager, Dave, advised that the successful tender is local
building company, McHugh Design P/L, and they anticipate
refurbishing work will commence in coming weeks.
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The Remarkable James Family
Thanks mainly to the booming banana industry, by the early 1950s Mullum could boast about 60 organisations keeping
the place functioning, ranging from the Businessmen's Association to the Boy Scouts, with the same faces propping up
the executive committees of each. Prominent amongst these civic-minded people was the extended James family, Ernest
James serving as Mullum’s Mayor 1943-45 and 1949, brother Ray serving as Byron Shire President 1947-48, thence
Ernie’s son Barry to take the reins as Shire President 1967-73 and finally Barry’s brother Bill doing penance on both the
Municipal and Shire Councils.
The clan’s progenitors were William James and Ann Ivamy from Wimbourne (Dorset, England) who landed in Sydney in
1855 per the ‘Euphrates’ with 3yr old son Henry and a daughter born on board. They came almost immediately to
Grafton where Ann died in 1898, aged 67, and William in 1922, aged 90, leaving 11 children to spread the ‘civic’ gene.
Son Frank James, born 1869 Grafton, married 25yr old Dollemia (Gladys) Fitzgerald of Bombala in Sydney in 1895, then
whisked her off to the joys of civilisation at Bungawalbyn and Bexhill for 4yrs before settling on ‘Glenforne’, a 420 acre
dairy farm on the slopes and flats below Coorabell that he rescued from the hands of the banks.
His dairying achievements included getting offside with his Myocum neighbours in the matter of White Australia. At a
Norco meeting in mid1905 attendees were reminded of the resolution passed 6mths earlier that all suppliers to the
company were not to employ colored labor – Hindoos – on their dairies.… The employment of these aliens was not
conducive to the making of good butter…. Mr McGregor thought they all should do what the Myocum farmers did –
pledge themselves not to employ Hindoos…. Mr James said he employed colored labor, and I find that they give good
results (greeted with ‘disorder’), backed by Mr Brandon, Norco’s General Manager, that his cream was of extremely good
quality…. Mr James added: If this Coy. decides not to employ colored labor, will it also see that diseased white people are
not allowed to be employed (hoots and great disorder)….
(A month later it was observed that Large numbers of Hindoos have passed through Murwillumbah during the past few
days, apparently on their way to Queensland. The exodus of these coloured gentry from New South Wales is no doubt
due to the fact that they are being expelled from the farms on the Rivers as a result of that motion that was carried at
the North Coast Co-operative Company’s half-yearly meeting. Queensland is welcome to them all.)
In the meantime Frank and Gladys continued their involvement in community affairs, playing a big part in lobbying for
the school that appeared in 1903 and the Myocum Hall completed in 1912. Unfortunately, Frank became a victim of the
Spanish Flu on 29Sep1919, the Northern Star recording that he was a wealthy and respected farmer, of Myocum, who
had passed over to the Great Beyond…. In the Agricultural Society… he was always near the top of the poll in the election
of committeemen. For years he has been one of the vice presidents but could never be induced to stand for president….
To try to describe Mr James character in words is impossible and only a term from the Australian vernacular can describe
him – “He was a White Man.” By the time of his death the astute Frank had accumulated three farms at
Myocum/Tyagarah (300 acres, 200 acres and 100 acres), three farms at Main Arm, two houses in Mullum and one at
Bruns.
Upon the 1931 marriage of his daughter Gladys to George Clasper of Ewingsdale, it was stated that The name James is
indissolubly connected with the Anglican Church in Mullumbimby, for both the late Mr James and his wife have
throughout the years been the pillar on which the Church has leaned in times of financial difficulties, and the tower
which lends such dignity to the Memorial Church of St Martin's, and the beautiful organ in the Church, were both made
possible through Mr James' generosity....
In 1932 Gladys Snr moved into Mullum after a fond farewell by the Myocumites, being remembered as the provider Of
parcels of comfort sent to Myocum lads overseas during the Great Conflict, of welcomes home arranged… and hospitality
offered to those travellers stuck when the creek adjacent to her home had caught them unaware and held them up.
These acts were but daily incidents in the life of the homely lady, who made “noblesse oblige” her motto…. A week later
youngest son Allan, born 1908 Myocum, made a dynastic coupling when he married Violet Graham of Myocum,
daughter of William of 'Yarrawah', and became the new Squire of 'Glenforne'. Gladys (‘Ma’) died in Mullum in 1954 aged
83.
Meanwhile middle son Ernest Frank James, born 1902 Myocum, had been making his mark. He married 32yr old Alice
(Maudie) McKeown at Coorabell in 1922 and farmed at Myocum until moving into town in 1929 and acquiring
‘Riverview’, the prominent property adjacent to Federation Bridge. Maudie had served as a nurse at Randwick Military
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Hospital during the war, afterwards moving to Coorabell with her parents and giving sterling service during the Spanish
Flu Epidemic. Her brother, William Henry McKeown, became long-serving secretary of the Mullumbimby Agricultural
Society.
Ernie was elected to the committee of the Agricultural Society in 1924. Three years later Messrs W. Graham and E.
James, both Myocum residents, which is generally regarded as an Agricultural Society stronghold, topped the poll with
136 votes each…, while his elder brother, Raymond William James, was one of the seven new members given a seat on
the 35-member committee. That year Ernie also became a committeeman with the Myocum branch of the Country
Party, under the control of President W. Graham, and 6mths later became Vice-President of the Myocum Hall
Committee. Ray and Ernie were appointed as JPs in Dec1934.
Upon establishing themselves in Mullum Ernie and Maudie quickly became involved in community affairs, while Ernie
continued to milk cows as his day job. In 1932 he was elected to the School of Arts Committee, in 1935 became
Alderman James on the Municipal Council, and in Dec1937 was voted to the Deputy Mayor’s chair. In 1936 he was
appointed Rector’s Warden at St Martin’s, while Maudie was busy on the committee organising the school’s Golden
Jubilee.
Ray James, a farmer of Tyagarah, President of the
Tyagarah Swamp Drainage Trust and an executive on
the Myocum Hall and P&C committees, was elected to
the Byron Shire Council as an ‘A Riding” representative in
1939. He was also a major player in getting the Tyagarah
Meat Pool up and running in 1929 and continuing as its
long-serving secretary. In Jul1940 both he and Ernie
were foundation committeemen with the Brunswick
District Stockowners Association.
What may be regarded as one of the largest and most
Tyagarah Meat Pool ~1950. (Still there on the highway)
enthusiastic public meetings for some time was held
17Sep40, when a committee was appointed for the purpose of organising "A Police and Citizens' Win the War Appeal"...
of which Ernest was elected a foundation vice-president. In 1941 he was elected vice-president of the District Council of
P&C Associations and a vice-president of the Agricultural Society. That year Ray’s wife (nee Florence Johnston of Binna
Burra) became a vice-president of the Myocum Red Cross, while his brother Allan’s wife Violet was elected president of
that worthy organisation.
Things were hotting up by Jan1942 when evacuation plans and a scorched earth policy were being discussed and Ernest
was appointed Chief Ranger for the Brunswick District, to oversee the evacuation of all livestock. By Mar1942 Maude
was a committee member on the P&C when Ernest was appointed supervisor of a working bee to dig 1200ft of trenches
at the school. In Nov1942 he was appointed a committeeman with the Mullum branch of the Tweed District War
Agricultural Committee. And in Dec1942 was elected Mayor of Mullum.
In 1943 he was re-elected as a vice-president of the P&C, while Mayoress Maude was re-elected to the General
Committee. She also became president of the Ladies’ Auxiliary Patriotic Fund and the following year was instrumental in
re-forming the Mullum branch of the CWA, of which she was elected as long-serving president. Ernest continued to be a
stalwart of the Country Party and was elected president of the Mullum branch in 1943, as well as a delegate to the
Richmond Electoral Council of the Country Party and the Byron Electoral Council, becoming vice-president of the latter in
Apr1946.
In Mar1945 Mayor James kicked things off towards securing a public hospital for the town and district…. But it took until
Dec1946 to have a hospital board of nine members elected…, with President, Mr E.F. James; Vice Presidents… R.W.
James…, and A.A. James as a board member. Money raising activities then started in earnest, but in the interim they
battled on with the ex-private hospital in Stuart St. In Jan1951 Ernest got the bad news that the Hospitals Commission
was not interested in purchasing the present building..., and that it is unlikely that the proposed new £80,000 public
hospital could be built for some years because of the nation-wide shortage of building materials.... He resigned due ill
health a few months later.
In May1945 he was also one of the driving forces behind re-forming the Mullumbimby Band, and 4mths later took on
the vice-presidency of the Mullumbimby Repatriation Committee, which included Byron Shire’s ‘A Riding’ in its bailiwick.
He became President of the Welcome Home Committee and at every function over the next 18mths was accompanied
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by Maude as President of the Women’s Auxiliary, while he also represented the Patriotic Fund. In Dec1945 Ernest took a
break, declining re-election to the Mayoralty and handing over to Ald E.G. Davies.
But he remained communally active, topping the poll at the AGM of the Agricultural Society in Feb1946 and becoming
president, while brothers Ray and Allan served on the committee. At the same time he was re-elected vice-president of
the Bowling Club and 6wks later became a foundation vice-president of the Mullumbimby Race Club.
Mullum’s post-war boom brought a considerable increase in property values throughout the Municipality…, concomitant
with a big housing problem, a subject taken on board by a group of entrepreneurs in Jul1947. They formed a form of
building society called 'The Byron Community Advancement Co-operative Society Ltd', one of the local directors being
Ernie James, and were ambitious to build a brickworks, followed by shops, flats, houses and halls…. In Sep47 they
acquired Mrs E.F. James’ 7 acres adjoining the rail line and after a few teething problems had the brickworks established
by early 1949, and while the original investors lost their money the place remained viable into the 1960s. Late 1949 saw
Maude’s 10 lot subdivision in adjacent Ann Street on the market.
In Sep48 Ernest chaired the meeting to form a branch of the New State Movement and 3mths later was re-elected
Mayor, while brother Ray went the other way, handing over the presidency of Byron Shire to Tom Armstrong. But after a
year getting reacquainted with the responsibilities of the job Ernest also stepped down, Bill Smith donning the mayoral
robes in Dec49.
In May1949 Ernest chaired the meeting to form the Mullum branch of Rotary and became one of the 21 foundation
members. Seven months later The largest public meeting since that which gave birth to a public hospital…, plunged
headfirst into another project of vital importance to Mullumbimby - the construction of a swimming pool…. Ern James
was nominated to the committee to investigate the matter and by early 1950 was president of the Recreation Centre and
Swimming Pool Project. They rebranded themselves as the committee for the Mullumbimby Memorial Centre, but
ultimately had to rein in their ambitions for an array of civic amenities and concentrate on the pool, which took many
years of money raising activities before the formal opening on 23Sep1967. The forerunner of the annual Chincogan
Fiesta, the major source of revenue over the years, started with a street carnival, dance and other activities in Sep1950,
culminating in Ern James crowning the Ugliest Man in Mullumbimby (Earl Starr) with half a pumpkin, the contestants
having been chauffeured to the podium by Ern’s son Bill.
The Council election of Dec1950 was the third successive occasion on which Ald Ernie James has topped the poll…, but in
Jun1951 he resigned due ill health, Mayor Smith saying that few citizens could claim to have done so much for the
town.... His 16 years as an alderman was a record for the municipality with one exception (Bill Bryant on 24yrs). At the
same time he resigned the presidency of the Hospital Board, and a month later relinquished Chairmanship of the Baths
Committee. A week after that he handed in his resignation to the Mullumbimby Racing and Trotting Club. And 5mths
earlier he had stepped down as president of the Agricultural Society.
Even so, he still managed to accept vice-presidency of the new Chamber of Commerce
in May51, and remained a member of the Agricultural Society Committee, of which
brothers Ray and Allan remained on board, although Ray resigned in 1952. And wife
Maude remained as busy as ever. In 1952 she was made a Justice of the Peace and in
1953 received the Coronation Medal for services to the community..., in which year she
became patroness of the Girl Guides.
There was unheard of interest in the AGM of the Agricultural Society in Feb1954 when
49 candidates offered themselves for selection, resulting in F.W. (Frank, son of Allan)
and G.A. James (Geoff, son of Ernie) joining R.B. (Barry, son of Ernie) and A.A. James on
the committee. E.F. was awarded life membership and appointed as a Patron of the
prestigious organisation, while brother A.A. became a Vice-President. Ernie also
became a patron of the Bowls Club in 1954 and Baths Committee in 1956, while Frank
was being groomed to inherit the Squiredom of ‘Glenforne’.
Meanwhile there had been a great influx of migrants to Mullum, with the CWA to the
fore in promoting assimilation. In Aug1954 President Maude James made a speech of
welcome… at A successful luncheon party at which (about 50) New Australian women
Ernest Frank James, 1950
folk were entertained…. She was also one of the driving forces in formation of the
Mullumbimby Women's Bowling Club in late 1955, while Ernie sponsored The move to give the ladies extended
facilities…, and at the Jul58 Men’s AGM, Mr E.F. James said that… Mullum must move with the times…, by allowing two
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Sundays a month for mixed bowls, passed By 26 votes to 23 in a secret ballot….
Ernie was well enough to accept presidency of the
Mullumbimby Repatriation Committee in Jun1956, and still
chairman at the time of his death. Maude remained patron
of the Mullumbimby Sub-branch of the Legion of Exservicemen and Women, but finally stepped down as
president of the CWA in Nov1957.

The Mayors of Mullum, 1958.
Rear: Newly elected Mayor Fred Uren with Bill Smith.
Front: Charles Latter, Bill Arnold, Ernie james, Eric Davies

In 1960 Ernie again became active in the Agricultural
Society, by then widely known as the Show Society, and rejoined brother Allan as a vice-president, while still
remaining as a patron of the organisation. That same year
his son Barry of Tyagarah became a trustee of the
racecourse. And a few months later Allan of Myocum
became a trustee and director of the Tyagarah Hall,
followed by presidency of the Tyagarah Co-operative Meat
Pool Committee.

In Summary
A long cortege yesterday (18Jun1962) marked the funeral of the late Mr Raymond William James, of Myocum…, aged
64. A member of one of the best known Brunswick district families, Mr James had represented A riding on Byron Shire for
24 years… and was still serving at the time of his death. Over many years he played a prominent part in the progress of
the district…, and was for many years chief steward in the pavilion at the Show Ground. He served on the Myocum Hall
Committee for almost 50 years and was an active member of the Myocum P and C Association…. Five months later Mr
R.B. James was returned unopposed for A Riding…, and replaces his uncle…, as representative of the riding…. In Jan1963
Myocum School dedicated the R.W. James Memorial Library. And in Feb1967 R.B. was elected Shire President. (The 68yr
old Myocum Hall, of which Ray had been a trustee, was sold for $6000 in 1980 and the cheque presented to Chairman
Bill James of the Coolamon Villa Homes for the Aged committee.)
At the annual meeting of the Mullumbimby Branch of the Australian Country Party on 11Feb1963, attended by Doug
Anthony MHR and Steppa Stephens MLA, Mr E.F. James retired from the presidency… after 25 years of office. His son,
Mr R.B. James, was elected as the new president…, while his brother Mr A.A. James was appointed as a delegate.
One of Mullumbimby's leading citizens over a long period of years, died suddenly at his home yesterday (18Apr63). He
was Mr Ernest F. James…, aged 61 years old. He was a keen supporter of the Mullumbimby Agricultural Society, as a
committeeman for more than 40 years and as president for
several terms. In later years he was a noted district cattle
breeder. He also took a keen interest in church affairs and
was associated with the building of the present St Martin's
Church of England at Mullumbimby. He was a member of
the Mullumbimby Bowling Club and a regular bowler until
he lost a leg after being gored by a cow at Lismore several
years ago…. More than 100 people unable to enter the
church heard the service from outside. The funeral cortege
was one of the longest seen in the district....
In Oct1970 Service given to the Mullumbimby CWA Branch
by Mrs Maud James of Tincogan Street was highlighted
when she was elected president at the annual meeting…
and returns to the position after 13 years…. And one of her
vice-presidents was daughter-in-law Joan, wife of her son
Bill. She served 12mths as president before stepping down
to the vice-presidency, at the same time becoming Patron,
a position she held through to her death. In Aug71 she
became patron of the Mullumbimby Women’s Bowling
Club, while remaining patron of the Mullumbimby RSL
Auxiliary.

Opening day at the new hospital 3Feb1968 [L to R: Alan ('Mort')
Mortlock, Matron McAuley, Mrs Meg Parrish, Allan James, Harry
Banner, E.J. Cashman (Hospital Administrator)]

The new $600,000 Hospital marked the first major advance in
hospitalisation in the Brunswick district…, and was "a
momentous moment in the history of Mullumbimby."...
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In Sep76 she took up residence in the new minimal care unit at Mullumbimby
Memorial Hospital and enjoying the accommodation and amenities provided..., but
a couple of years later was admitted to Caroona in Lismore. In Jan1984 The first
residents of Mullumbimby's Coolamon Villa for the Aged moved into their new
home…. The residents include former Mullumbimby mayoress Mrs Maud James….
The place was formally opened in Nov1984, Don Beck MLA especially mentioned Cr
and Mrs Bill James who had been the driving force behind the establishment of the
home….
Mrs Alice 'Maudie' James (nee McKeown) died on 17Oct1987 at Coolamon Villa,
Mullumbimby, aged 97, after a lifetime of service to people of the Brunswick
Valley…. With the outbreak of the second World War, she and her husband became
heavily involved in the National Emergency Service. The VADs were formed and...
Plans also were made for evacuating people and cattle from the coastal area to the
inland…. It was during these years that the Mullumbimby CWA branch was
(re)formed and money raised to establish the Baby Health Centre….

Mullum's Golden Jubilee dinner 19Sep58.
Mayoresses: Mesdames E.F. James, C.J. Latter, W.E. Smith, W. Arnold, E.G. Davies,
A. Frost, F.M. Uren. (The greatest crowd ever seen in Mullumbimby streets packed
Dalley Street on Saturday to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Municipal Council
at the most ambitious carnival yet staged.)

Her brother-in-law, Allan Alfred James, died 14May1989 aged 81. Wife Frances
Violet (nee Graham), had died May1976 aged 69 and thereafter Allan dropped off
the radar, although remaining a patron of the Agricultural Society until his death. In
1971 he had been re-elected as a vice-president of the Mullumbimby Branch of the
Primary Producers Union and that same year became a foundation vice-president
of the Brunswick District Branch of the Graziers' Association, formed as a result of
a massive changeover from dairying to beef production in the Brunswick district….
And also in that same year was re-elected as Deputy Chairman of the War
Memorial Hospital Board, of which Bill James was a committeeman and Barbara
James (nee Lockwood, wife of Bill’s brother Noel) was President of the Hospital
Auxiliary.
Meanwhile the next generation of the James family was carrying on the public
service tradition. Stay Tuned.
Peter Tsicalas

DON’T FORGET!!
New monthly meeting times this year – 2nd Tuesdays at 12.30pm

2019 Membership Subscription is due now!
Have you renewed your subscription? If you wish to continue to receive
the newsletter, payment must be made by the end of May. See last
newsletter for details.

Brunswick Valley
Historical Society Inc.

Newsletter
This newsletter is written by
and for the members of the
BVHS Inc
Cnr Myokum & Stuart Sts
Mullumbimby
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482

02 6684 4367
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Mullumbimby
Museum

Patrons: Frank Mills OAM
Cr. Basil Cameron
President: Stephen Hall
Vice President: Robby Wright
Min .Secretary: Brenda Davis
Cor. Secretary: Susan Tsicalas
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas
Assistant Treasurer:
Sarah Newsome
Committee Members:
John Davis
Shed Manager Roland Sjoberg
Market Manager:
Sarah Newsome
Heritage Panel Representative
Chris Cooney
Newsletter team:
John Davis & Work
Experience participants
Public Officer: Susan Tsicalas
Shed Project Manager: Dave
Sharonowitz.

All members are invited
to contribute to this
newsletter
*Please leave contributions for the
newsletter with John, Tues or Fri
9am to 12 noon.
Alternatively email to:
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 7 May 2019
12.30pm See you there!
*Deadline for agenda items
Friday 3 May 2019
MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesdays & Fridays
10am - 12pm
Market Saturdays 9am - 1pm
BVHS Newsletter is produced
by BVHS Inc and NORTEC Work
Experience Participants
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