Pioneering Days on The Brunswick
(from the Mullumbimby Star, 2Jul1933)
During Mullumbimby's Jubilee Celebrations of Jun1933 raconteurs Matthew Dawson, John Macgregor and
mysterious 'Ancient' and 'Anon' regaled their fellow citizens with memories of the good 'ol days. In its introduction
to their stories the Mullum Star singled out 1858 as the year the district surrounding Mullumbimby had its beginning,
and… the early pioneers… got into the task of clearing the ‘Big Scrub’ tocreate the landscapewhich to-day is regarded
as one of the richest and most fertile dairying and agricultural districts of the State….

First Selectors

By MatthewDawson:
The first settlers began to arrive in this district in the year 1881, chiefly ClarenceRiver sugar-cane planters, and after
clearing a few acres, brought in sugar cane about 1883, some from the Clarence by Schooner to ByronBay, others on
pack horses from Julian's sugar plantations at Cudgen. Some packed from Tintenbar on the Richmond. But the only
sugar mill erected was by the McAulay Bros at Tyagarah (E.S. Atkins Ewingsdale?); and as there was no hope of the
CSR Co erecting any mill near Myocum, several farmers commenced dairying, and as a small steamer, named the
"Alice" was then calling at Byron Bay, some sent their butter, eggs, fowls and pigs by her; others patronised "White
Cloud" then trading to Brunswick Heads. But while the railway from ByronBay to Murwillumbah was being made in

the years 1893 and 1894, everything that was produced by the farmers near the line was disposed of to the
workmen. In the year 1894, six dairymen at Myocum joined together and built a small butter factory at Myocum,
near where the hall now stands (on Myocum Rd, ~200yds north of intersection with Tyagarah Rd), viz., Messrs G.
McLean (McClean), M. Dawson, G. Shearer, Duncan Cameron, Job Flitcroft and John Sandeeson. Mr Sandeeson was
then living where the hall now stands, and Mrs Sandeeson (nee McAulay) and Janet Sandeeson were the butter
makers. That continued until the big creamery at ByronBay got well established.
The first minister to hold service regularly was
the Rev Rainy Brotchie, Presbyterian, who in the
year 1885, held service at Mr Henry French's
store (on the property now owned by Mr
S.Cornwell) in the morning and at Messrs
McAuley's sugar mill at Tyagarah in the
afternoon. In the year 1887 the Rev Mr Fox,
Church of England, commenced service at Mr
Temperley's, of Coorabell Creek, in the morning,
at Mr Reddacliff's in the afternoon, and at the
Court House, Brunswick Heads at night.
In the year 1889 Mr Thompson, Methodist,
commenced services in the Court House,
Brunswick Heads in the morning, at M.
Dawson's in the afternoon, and at Byron Bay at
night. The Myocum Church was built in the year
1890 by the late Mr Henry Tyler, and was
opened by the Rev George Reave, Methodist
minister of Lismore, on the third Sunday in
October, 1890.

Matthew Dawson's Farm, 'Winkle' (aka 'Myrtle Grange'), Myocum,
1895. (Ghostly image right possibly the church, erected 1890.)
(The first church in the neighbourhood was initiated by the
predominately Northern Irish community of Eureka when they
contracted the Catholic Noonan Bros to erect their Wesleyan
Methodist church in 1887, followed by the Anglicans in 1895.)

Mr James Anderson was one of the first surveyors, and in December 1881, went to Brisbane and engaged three men
to assist, viz., John Dawson, J.B. Restall and R. Gribble, and as the railway only came to Southport at the time, they
had to walk from there to Brunswick Heads. And while working for Mr Anderson they all three took up land near each
other at Myocum. After falling an acre or so, they left it for six months to dry. After the fire at Christmas, 1882, a
house had to be built, so my brother and myself carried on our backs from Ballina, a crosscut saw, hand saw,
hammer, nails, pair of small rings shingle throw, cap over, grinding stone, gun, a few lbs shot, flash of powder and
box of caps (quite fair load to carry 30 miles). About that time, 1883, John Lund opened a store at Brunswick Heads;
the stores were brought from Sydney by schooners which stayed about ½ a mile or so out to sea; logs of timber were
rafted over the bar and the stores brought back in the boat. He also had a butcher's shop. Robert Marshall fetched
the cattle from Tomki and other stations on the Richmond. They came along the beach from Ballina and yarded at
the Heads, and by the time the last of the mob was killed, the steaks were fairly tough, and by the time the next moo
arrived the paddy-melons and oppossums knew the white man did not use a boomerang to knock them over; the
writer went one morning to get a "wonga" for dinner and when crossing the creek just below where the hall now
stands slipped off the log and the muzzle of the gun got in the mud, and although cleaned, the next shot, the gun flew
to pieces. I don't know what became of the pigeon, but I had been to Ballina for another bottle of "pain killer." The
worst accident at that time was when Mr Longstaff, of the Pocket, was nearly killed by a falling tree; 16 settlers
made a stretcher and carried him to LismoreHospital. The only track from the Pocket in those days crossed the
present road near where the tick gate is at Billinudgel, through the bush on to the beach at what is now New
Brighton, then followed the beach to Brunswick Heads, crossed to the South side, then followed the beach for about
two miles and turned through the heath to Tyagarah. Then up through Possum Shoot through Coorabell and Federal.
As there were no bridges across any of the creeks, the trouble was getting down into the creek and up the other side,
especially Wilson's Creek, this side of Federal and also the same creek at BoatHarbour.
The first hotel was built for Mr Robert Marshall in 1884, the Court House about 1886. I believe the first Police
Constable was Mr Corbett, the next Mr Andrews. The Court House Hotel about 1887 and the first house in
Mullumbimby was built in 1888.

Editor’s Note:
24yr old Yorkshireman Matthew Dawson landed in 1882 and worked on his brother John's Myocum selections for 6yrs before
he acquired his own property next door (which was next brother-in-law Edward Grindley), upon which he built the Wesleyan
Methodist church in late 1890, the only dedicated church in the district until the Catholics built in mid 1900. He became a
childless widower in 1914, remarried the sister of neighbour S.H. Lee in 1915, then subsequently came and went until dying in
Mullum 1937, aged 79.
McAulay Bros had intended to erect a mill but disappeared from the scene in 1887, at which time their neighbour, Edward
Stephen Atkins, erected a mill on the Quarry Lane, Ewingsdale, portion of their ex-property.
In 1882 Thomas Temperley selected on 'The Brunswick Road' at Coorabell/Possum Shoot and opened an 'accommodation
house' in the mid to late 1880s. He also selected at Wilson's Creek in 1891, but that same year acquired the Richmond River
Times at Ballina, from where he formed the North Coast Anti-Alien Society in 1896 and ran against Perry MLA on a number of
occasions.
The prominence of the Rev Brotchie was such that he scored a separate article in the Star's 'Jubilee Edition', including a poem by
Mrs W.G.Shearer. (W. G. Shearer was amongst the first to grow sugar cane on the Clarence, establishing the first mill at
‘Shearer’s Point’ near Maclean. Arrived Myocum ~1889 and later amongst the many ex-Mullumites to colonise Kingaroy.)
Coincidentally, the Rev T.E. Fox was visiting from England over Christmas 1932. He claimed that he started regular five-weekly
circuits to the Brunswick in 1885 and slept in the 'local lock-up.'
John Dawson had moved to Gosford ~1903, dying there in 1948, aged 99, his obituary in ‘The Methodist’ saying supplies were
obtained from the Tweed. He’d sold his farm/s to Matthew in 1915 and the combined property portfolio was passed to his
Armitt nephews upon Matthew’s death in 1937.
John Brook Restall had his farms sold out from under him by the banks in 1891. He was a ‘Journeyman Butcher’ at Hainsville in
1892 when he was declared bankrupt.
Robert John Gribble, b. 1848 Nottingham, England, returned to Queensland ~1888, thence a short sojourn in Victoria before
dying in Perth in 1925.
Henry Tyler was an American who turned up to select at Myocum in 1882 after 30yrs wandering the Australian wilderness.
John Gerhard Lund (Lundberg) was a Dane who played a prominent part in the early history of the Brunswick and Byron
districts, becoming foundation secretary of the 'The Selectors and Settlers Association of the Brunswick River' in 1882/83. He was
initially a cedar merchant and was probably here by at least 1878. In 1883 he also became the first postman between Brunswick
and Tintenbar.
William Longstaff enjoyed his stretcher ride in 1883/84. He suffered another accident in 1898 and thereafter fades from the
scene until the record of his death in Lismore in 1921. A similar escapade was recorded in 1889 when timber-getter John O'Neil
suffered a severe leg injury at Wooyung/Billinudgel and was carried 6 miles by stretcher to Brunswick Heads, crossing the river
by boat, where they awaited the arrival of Dr McDonald from the Tweed. He turned up at 2AM and ordered the stretcher
bearers off on the next leg of their course with a beach walk to Cudgen.
Constable William Caleb Andrews relieved the Cudgen-based Constable Taylor to become the first resident policeman at
Brunswick Heads in 1886. He handed over to Const W.A. Corbett upon transfer to Byron Bay in 1892.]

By John Macgregor:
As one of the pioneers of our North Coast District, I have been asked by the "Star" to give a short account of the early
years of settlement.
Well, it must be somewhat over 50 years since I selected the land at Myocum, where I now reside. The whole country
was then a gigantic forest of "Big Scrub"; enormous trees with a dense jungle underneath. A very few settlers were
before me around Mullumbimby. The red cedar trees were fairly abundant in the scrub and a few timber-getters were
active picking out the cedar trees and drawing the cut logs with bullock teams down to Brunswick Heads from where
they were shipped to Sydney.
There were three little sailing vessels, the "White Cloud", the "Dawn" and the "Endeavour" belonging to the late Sir
Alex Kethel, trading to the Brunswick for the cedar logs. The "White Cloud" managed to get inside the bar, but the
other two had to anchor outside and the logs were rafted out and pulled by boats to the vessels and heaved on board
by winch.
The only bit of natural grass was where the racecourse in now (the present golf course) and the bullocks that drew
the logs were kept there.
A good many of the early settlers came from the Clarence, where the growing of sugar cane was the chief industry,
and their intention was to grow sugar cane on the Brunswick River and a hope was held out that the Colonial Sugar
Refining Co would erect a mill on the Brunswick River. This, however, never came about and not until we got the
railway line was any cane sent to the mill in the Tweed River.
I was one of the first to make up my mind to go in for the manufacture of butter. A great many thought that I was
stupid, and said that the climate was too hot for butter making. However, I made up my mind to give it a trial. There
wasn't a cow in the Brunswick District then, so I got my brother to accompany me and rode over to the Richmond
River. At Coraki, Swan bay and Woodburn we got a few cows at each place, and it took us a few days to get them
over to the Brunswick.

We had to wait a long time before
we got sufficient number to milk.
After getting a good running fire
through the felled timber we sowed
a mixture of rye grass, prairie,
cocks foot and clover and couch
grass and had good pastures for
the cows. There were no separators
in those days and we had to build a
dairy and set up the milk in large
tin basins; skim the cream and
churn it into butter. Then we got
from Sydney wooden kegs bound
with iron hoops to hold about 70
lbs of butter, which we filled and
had to pack them in sacks and take
John Macgregor's farm 'Glenlyon', ~1920
them on horseback to the
(His nephew Lindsay Tulloch inherited the place, selling it to Ocean Shores
Brunswick Heads and put them
developers, Wendel West, in 1968, who absorbed it into the Billinudgel Pastoral Co
aboard the "White Cloud" for
and subsequently created the 'Myocum Downs' rural subdivision.)
Sydney, where we got 7d., 8d., and
9d a lb. Then a number of other settlers followed us. This was the start of dairying on the Brunswick. The wild
dingoes, which were rather plentiful in the scrub then gave us a great deal of trouble. They caught our fowls and also
killed a few calves. One night they killed a cow and a calf. I had a large pig-sty at one time and a lot of young pigs
there. One night four or five dingoes jumped in and each picked a young pig and galloped away to the scrub with
them. We could hear the squealing of the young pigs. They were all killed and eaten by the dingoes. We had to put a
high barbed wire fence around the pig-stys to keep the dingoes away.
We set poisoned meat baits for the dingoes and got an odd dead one. We poisoned a dead calf that they had killed
and the following morning got two dead dingoes. As time went on, and as the scrub land was cleared the dingoes
disappeared.
I found that there were two secrets of success in dairying and butter making, namely, breeding and feeding. We
found that every cow had an individuality for butter production. I tested all my cows and found some gave only 3½
and 4lbs of butter per week; others 7 and 8lbs. I had one splendid cow which I got from a friend that gave me 10¾lbs
of butter in the week. Of course we kept rearing the heifer calves from the best cows only.
Gradually, throughout the district there was a fair development into the dairying.
In these early times I also strongly advocated the establishment of a factory in our district. This notion was generally
approved and supported, and eventually a public meeting was held at Clunes when a motion was carried for the
establishment of a factory at ByronBay.
The development of the Dairying Industry since then in our NorthCoast district, has been wonderful.
The returns for butter are now very low owing to extraordinary development into dairying pretty well all over
Australia.
We have to realise that life is a battle and we have to use our powers of prescience and foresight whatever industry
we are engaged in.
With apologies for trespassing on your space.
[Note: John Macgregor also reminisces at
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Macgregors.pdf ]

By 'Ancient':
Somewhere in the past, approximately 1886, when Mullumbimby belonged to the Postal District of Brunswick Heads,
a little sawn slab hut, shingled roof and sawn floor was erected by Mr Henry Tyler at Mullumbimby Grass near
Doran's Hill. This palatial building, which stood at the corner of the present racecourse, near Begg's farm, was the
first school in this district, where the destinies of some fourteen to seventeen pupils were presided over by (19yr old)
Miss Lizzie McGettigan for some twelve months. This good lady, who later married a Mr Niland(Martin Moylan1892)
and was in recent years the proprietress of the hotel in Casino is, as far as we know, still alive (d. 1943 Casino), and
had quite an ordeal to collect her weekly mail. Each Saturday, mounted on horseback, she had to make her way along
a bush track, through dense scrub, to Brunswick Heads, fording two creeks en route, to obtain possession of her

letters. Usually she was accompanied on the mail collecting trip by Walter Reddacliff with whose parents she resided
and their adventures on these trips made interesting reading. Mrs Jim Weir, of Ewingsdale, is her sister.
Of the original scholars of this humble progenitor of our Rural School we are able to trace the following who are still
alive and keeping the pioneer spirit flourishing: Walter Reddacliff, who lives in Mullumbimby and who supplied most
of the data of the foundation of education facilities in the district; Jim and Jack Reddacliff, who are living in Wondai
(Q.); William Reddacliff, residing in Warwick; Nell Reddacliff (Mrs Johnson, Bangalow); T.B.Torrens of Ballina;
Margaret Torrens, now Mrs Pemberton of Sydney; Mat Chisler, Kate Chisler, now Mrs Charles Smith of Burringbar;
Flora MacKay, now Mrs W. Linz, of Hurstville, Sydney; Lizzie Law, now Mrs Andy O'Neill; Emily Law, now Mrs Smyth
Torrens; Jack and Bill Law, who now reside on the Tweed.
Following Miss McGettigan, came (21yr old) Mr Johnathan McGuiness (McInnes), a bachelor, who remained true to
the lady of his heart, despite the charms of Mullumbimby damsels, and who later married Miss Lang from Woodburn,
from which village he came to influence the rising generation of his day.
A few years ago this gentleman was chatting with some Mullum folk over old times at one of the NorthCoast Shows,
and we trust that if he should read this article it will recall many pleasant memories of his term in the infant
settlement. He, too, can probably recall many stirring trips to the Brunswick along the narrow bullock track to collect
the official and private mail.
At the conclusion of Mr McGuiness' stay (Jun1890), Mr H.L. Thompson, who by the latest reports, is now in England,
took the helm of the children's ship of destiny.... Indecipherable....
After Mr Thompson's
term at Mullumbimby
was finished (1894) he
took over the then
Myocum(Coorabell)
School
and
was
succeeded here by Mr
Anstey, a bachelor, who
married Miss Stead of
Lismore District (in 1896),
and who remained in
charge for a brief period
pending the arrival of Mr
Mathews in 1908. Mr
Anstey was last heard of
a few years ago still
training the young ideas
at Homebush and still
putting up a good score in
Mullumbimby Public School 1905
cricket matches.
(The
original
slab
school
at
Myocum
was abandoned when thenew sawn timber school was
After a period of ten years
opened
in
Mullumbimby
May
1892.
The
teacher's residence (left)opened in 1896. Timber school
Mr Mathews, whose wife
building extension completed Jan04 and new brick building opened Mar05)
still visits Mullumbimby at
frequent intervals (nee Marie Strauss, married 1895 Tenterfield), was succeeded in 1918 by G. Hutchinson, who
controlled the destinies of the school till 1924, when he was succeeded by Mr F.W.A. Lowe, who remained in charge
till December 1929 when he was succeeded by the present Head, Mr H.G. Setchell.
From 1886 till the present day, the school has gone on, and in spite of the opening of several small schools at the
smaller centres which have to serve the needs of the children grown up around the district, the number has increased
till we now have 169 boys and 171 girls attending the school, with a staff of twelve assistants and the headmaster to
attend to their needs. Our school is the district school from Byron Bay to Huonbrook, from the Pocket to Myocum....
rest indecipherable....
[Editorial Note: Whilst Henry Tyler is generally acknowledged as the builder of the school, State Archives documents simply
state that it was built by local volunteer labour under the superintendence of William Grant law. Henry Tyler bought the
building for £5 upon the opening of the new school on the present High School site in May1892. See the Tyler Story in
Newsletter No 85 of June 2019.]

By Anonymous
Few are the old families of axemen from which it ('the Bush') has not taken its toll. There was Jim Fisher, one of the
Fisher brothers, great axemen, bullock-drivers, strong men generally. They participated in felling the North Coast
scrub from Bangalow to the Tweed. The Bush - silent and watchful, waited for Jim - and got him in the end. He was
standing on his own holding inspecting some heifers, under a tree that he had ring-barked 25 years previously.
Without warning, a great rotten limb snapped off, killing him (in Nov1924). Accident you say. But old-timers think
differently.
There is scarcely a family, when three or more have worked in the bush over a long life, that one has not been killed
or disabled.
The Law family was - still is - another great bush clan. No man could have been prouder of his five sons than old
William Law. But the bush claimed George (who was crushed by logs at the station May1922)....
Mr W. Reddacliff came to the Brunswick as far back as 1881. He was a blacksmith by trade and his services in that
capacity in a new district became very valuable. In 1883 he settled at Myocum where he was appointed post master
of the first post office on the Brunswick. Mr Reddacliff can tell of the times when flour was so scarce that the settlers
had to live on paddy-melons for weeks at a time. At the time of development of the timber industry, the Government
made a grant of £000 (sic) for improvements at the mouth of the Brunswick river for loading facilities, but following a
petition from residents of the district, the money was diverted to road construction. Mr Reddacliff believes that had
the money been spent on developing the entrance to the Brunswick river it would have been possible for ships to
trade to the Heads.
Mr William Law came to the Brunswick 54 years ago and although the old gentleman is now feeling the weight of
years, he has a very retentive memory of the many experiences he encountered when participating in the hoeing out
of the giant scrub a home for himself and other early settlers. He tells how Joe Macguire opened up the timber
industry, the part played by Sandy Brown, "Maori" Jack, Harry Stone and Jim Stone in developing that industry. At
that time no less than 400,000 feet of cedar was taken from the Brunswick for Jarrett's mill at Ballina. Mr Law tells of
a Mr McNeil who purchased an iron vessel at a cost of £1000 for conveying timber from the Brunswick to Sydney,
which after one journey was driven on
the rocks at the Heads and became a
total wreck. One trip to Sydney and no
insurance! Pine and cedar was
growing extensively on the upper arms
of the BrunswickRiver. The timber was
floated down the river from wharves
near Mullumbimby. One wharf was
where the public school now stands,
another known as Chincogan near
Federation bridge and another known
as Red Crossing near the showground.
In those days timber getting was the
only industry operating in the district.
Mr Law originally came from
Tenterfield where he had been farming
and when he arrived on the Brunswick
with his wife and four children there
was little or no development.
Livingstone's General Store and Telephone Office in Station Street 1894
Mr H. McD. Livingstone was among
Right Foreground:Hugh McDermid Livingstone in braces with pair of horses and wagonette
the early settlers who participated in Left Foreground: Hugh McDermid with horse and cart (Hugh Livingstone's cousin)
the development of the town of Back Row L to R: Unknown lady, Mrs Donald Shaw (nee Annie Vousden) with baby, Mr
Mullumbimby. He was the first William Chisholm Shaw (Half-brother of Donald and Uncle of Mrs Yates), Mrs John (Janet)
storekeeper and his wife despatched Sanderson/Sandeeson (Mrs Livingstone's mother)
the first telegram from Mullumbimby Front row L to R: Janet Manewell (b. 1879 Grafton, niece of Mrs Livingstone), Mrs Tim
O'Neil (dark dress, nee Greenhalgh), Mrs Hugh Livingstone with 4 children ; David Charles
from the Mullumbimby Post Office. It b. 1894 Mullum, Angus b. 1891 Lismore, Alexander Hugh b. 1886 Maclean, Janet b. 1883
was Mr Livingstone who took an Maclean (Last child, Annie, b. 1896 Mullum);
important part in the development of Joe Yates and wife Isabella (nee McKenzie) standing either side of dog Satan.
the town generally. He purchased the property which is now well occupied on the eastern side of the railway line.
That part of the town was very swampy, and it was due to his efforts that the area was drained and cut up into
allotments suitable for residential purposes.

Mr Livingstone was a very successful dairy farmer. He was, and still is, a great believer in pedigree stock. He made
two trips to England for the purpose of purchasing high grade dairy cattle. On the first occasion he brought back with
him four heifers and two bulls. They were the Red Lincoln type and crosses with the Illawarra made very successful
dairy-cattle.
As a storekeeper, Mr Livingstone had to provide his own means of conveying his goods from Byron Bay to
Mullumbimby. On more than one occasion his bullock or horse drawn waggon was overturned in deep culverts and
bogged in swamps which were numerous at that time.
Mr B.A. Jarrett arrived on the Brunswick as a boy in 1867. He was only 9 years old. He can recall that prior to that
time names such as Mrs Dick Dodd, Mrs John O'Neill Penderide (?) and Mrs Bridger were residents of the district. Mr
Jarrett at the age of 10 years was employed as spare boy to his father's bullock teams. He says that as far back as
1858 Steve King, Dick King, John Boyd and Dick Dodd, worked on the Brunswick felling timber. He claims the
distinction of christening Midgenbill (Midjimbil) Creek and Bandicoot Island....
Editorial Note:
Bachelor Thomas Doran had landed from Tipperary in the 1850s and came from the Clarence to be the first selector at Myocum
in June 1881, apparently with John Macleod/McLeod as an initial silent partner. He also allegedly had selected the golf course
and a couple of adjacent blocks, but as these were already partially cleared by the bullockies for grazing purposes, gave them up,
the place designated as ‘Mullumbimby Grass’ reserve in Aug1881. (Subsequently the blocks next to the golf course were opened
up for selection, William Torrens becoming the first selector.) Thomas died at the home of his carer, James Gollan of Main Arm,
in 1911, aged 84, shortly after which Gollan became yet another Queensland asylum seeker.
Robert Walter Reddacliff came from England in 1866 with his brothers John and James, married Susannah McAulay of the
Clarence in 1872 and selected next to Thomas Torrens Snr at Myocum in Dec1881. His selection became the community focus
upon the establishment of the post office and blacksmithery. He ultimately owned ~600 acres, 2 blocks of which went to Captain
Henry McAulay, his wife's brother-in-law, who finally took up residence in 1905 after 22yrs as a pilot on the Clarence. Both
Robert and Susannah were buried at Brunswick Heads, 1934 and 1936 respectively. Robert's brother John selected next to
Thomas Doran in 1885 and sold to Thomas W. Torrens ~1891, eventually settling at Bruns where he died in 1903. Brother James
ran the boarding house at Bruns, where he died in 1915, aged 78. James' son Thomas, who took over R.W.'s blacksmithery at
Coraki in 1880 and spent many years Bruns/Mullum, died Sydney 1929 aged 70.
William Grant Law came from the Clarence to select next to Thomas Doran in Aug1881. In 1887 his day job as a road maker saw
him win the biggest contract let in yonks, £432 for portion of the main Richmond-Bruns-Tweed road. He was also a bullocky of
some renown, the only bloke capable of moving a giant teak of 9ft diameter, for which he paid the land owner £5 and from
which he subsequently cut 15,000ft. He sold his farm to Charles Belson in 1900, but remained as a sharefarmer for 3yrs before
moving to Main Arm, where his place became the centre of Presbyterian activities. He died in 1936, aged 89.
Bernard Abraham Jarrett was born at Maitland in 1858, the son of Englishman John who he asserts was living at Emigrant Creek
1859. His brother James Thomas Jarrett selected 2 x 40 acre lots on the southern border of Mullum village reserve in 1881.
Bernard died at Brunswick Heads 1947 and James at Cudgera 1912 after a stint of storekeeping at Brunswick Heads. The Jarrett
brothers married Darby sisters, Bernard’s wife Alice credited as the first single girl to live in Mullumbimby…, while James and
Kate are acknowledged as the begetters of the first white child born in Mullum. The brothers were nephews of prominent
timber merchant Charles Jarrett, who turned up in Ballina in 1848 and 4yrs later married Elizabeth Jane King, the 16yr old
daughter of legendary timber-getter Steve.]
Dick Dodd (1846 Sydney-1907 Tweed Heads) turned up on the Brunswick from Pimpama ~1869/70, married Sarah Lally, the
step-daughter of Thomas Boyd of Cudgera, Oct1871 Casino, and settled permanently Cudgera ~1873. His legacy was 'Dodd's
Grass' near Brunswick Heads.
As best that can be determined John O'Neil (1933 Macleay-1903 Lismore) was a bachelor. He established O'Neill's Cedar Camp
at Wooyung in the 1870s and retired to live with his married brother Brian in Mullum by the early 1890s. Brian is credited with
being the first permanent resident of Mullum, allegedly in the late 1880s.
Robert Bridger (1861 Hawkesbury-1934 Burringbar) came from Maclean to select on Mullumbimby Creek in 1882. He married
Susan
Rowles
1883
Maclean.
See
his
story
at
https://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/Pioneering-The-Brunswick.pdf

