Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc.

NEWSLETTER
Dec 2018 & Jan 2019

Cnr Myokum & Stuart Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482
OPEN: TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS 10 AM – 12 PM
MARKET DAYS (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
th

The AGM was held on Thursday 6 December at 2pm. After the President’s and Treasurer’s reports were presented
Gordon Wright took the chair, declared all positions vacant and called for nominations.
Stephen Hall was once again elected as President, Robby Wright agreed to be Vice President, Brenda Davis will
continue as Minute Secretary and Susan Tsicalas as Correspondence Secretary. Susan remains as Treasurer with the
able assistance of Sarah Newsome. Committee members include John Davis (Newsletter)& Roland Sjoberg (Shed
Manager). Chris Cooney represents BVHS on the Byron Shire Heritage Advisory Council.
It is with regret that Gordon Wright, Sadie Mudge and Jennifer Elward are unable to be on our committee due to ill
health. We thank them for their invaluable contributions and hope that when they can, they attend any meetings.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome friends, volunteers and members to the 2018 AGM.
Before we separate today, I have the honour to say a few words and I will not detain you long as the film beckons.
We are, I am glad to say, a united society. It is extremely gratifying to me to add a well conducted society. We strive to
do more for the community around us, with your help.
And now to the thank yous...
.. Robby Wright our research officer for intelligence and diligence.
.. John Davis for the newsletter and Brenda Davis for being minute secretary and providing biscuits (thanks Mrs Arnott)
and shutting the door in time. Thank you Brenda for your well-timed closures.
.. Sadie Mudge for her many decades of service to the museum particularly acquisition archiving,
.. Barry Lomath and Gill for being great neighbours and helping with the mowing and good tidings.
.. Chris Cooney for sitting on the Heritage Consultancy Panel.
.. Mitsuo for film and photo work and his two slide and photo DVD’s which have proved to be very popular at Divine’s
Butchers.
.. Ken for the gardening and computer consultancy.
.. Liz and the Nortec team for their display work and banners on front of the building.
.. Tosharnee for her volunteer work and her pioneering women exhibition as well as the sugar display at the Agricultural
Show
.. Roland and Dave for .....everything else including comedy routine and machinery shed maintenance and competence.
.. Lorrie Cruikshank for helping with school visits as the Education Officer.
..Genevieve for her Oral History Project with our Elders and all those people who have given us their time and
stories...in 2018
.. Sue and Gerald Walker of Stewarts Menswear for their window displays.
.. Peter Tsicalas for his ongoing research and amusing and eloquent interpretations in our newsletter and books.
.. Jenny Taranto for her very generous donations to the Mullum Madness /Magic films.
.. Sarah for her ongoing enthusiasm and competence with our Nortec participants and her tireless market management
duties.
..Sharon Shostak for her film and editing work. We are looking forward to the next instalment which opens tonight.
..Susan for all the myriad of things she did this year including the Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea featuring the
Brunswick Valley in the 60’s and everything else she has done from remembering to unplugging the printer to
monitoring the answering machine, writing the grant applications, making the cakes, moving the piano, even pruning
the trees and keeping us all in line. And of course thank you Susan for your meticulous financial competence as
Treasurer.
.. the Lions Club for their donation for the brushcutter.
.. the NSW Government for their Building Community Partnership role in the ducted reverse cycle air conditioner. And
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for the significant grant, the Stronger Community Fund, for renovating our machinery shed.
.. Bunnings for donating materials for chains and poles and sticks and...stuff.
Special thanks to Gordon Wright for his duty beyond the call of duty. Gordon has fulfilled many roles over the years.
Now, over the past year we have had training in CPR for some of our members.
We had quite a few visits ranging from the Hinterland Christian College to the Probus Club Carindale.
We had our displays at the Old and Gold Festival, hosted a meeting of the far north coast chapter of Museums Australia,
and hosted the Mullum Music Festival 10th anniversary exhibition.
Mullum Magic Part 1 - Health and Wellbeing screened in Nov/Dec 2017.and we had another successful screening of the
Part 1 earlier this year. Tonight we have our first screening of the next instalment - 7.30 pm at the Civic Hall and
tomorrow night at the Drill Hall. Thank you to Community Gardens for the catering.
So, again, I have detained you long enough and now let’s have a round of applause for the Treasurer’s report...
Members will find the auditor’s report attached to the end of the newsletter.

A Great Year at the Museum in Review
FEBRUARY

NEW TOY FOR THE BOYS

Volunteers Rollie and Dave were seen firing up the
Society’s new brushcutter, attacking the dense stand of
weeds in the south eastern corner of the reserve, in
preparation for February’s market day. Check out
December’s review to see the area now!

MARCH

MAD MONTH FOR VISITORS

Brunswick Valley Historical Society hosted the Far North
Coast Chapter meeting at the museum on Friday 2nd
March. Local schools - Main Arm Upper, St John’s and
The Pocket - sought information from BVHS. The Chamber
of Commerce held its collective and the Carindale Probus
Club were an enthralled group.

MAY

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
JULY/AUGUST
Researcher Genevieve Rose Barr contributed details of her
INSTALLATION OF AIR-CON & PROTECTION CAGE
exciting new project gathering oral histories of the region. Thanks to State Government and Byron Bay Bunnings

JUNE
NATIONAL
VOLUNTEERS
WEEK
The contributions
of our dedicated
band
of
volunteers was
acknowledged
and appreciated.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
NEW DISPLAYS
Disasters in the Brunswick Valley,
Pioneering Women
Blacksmiths

NOVEMBER
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL GRANT
ANNOUNCED
The Shed will be the beneficiary!

2

DECEMBER

Brunswick Valley
Historical Society Inc.

(1) THE LAUNCH
The 2nd instalment, Part 2 of the Trilogy
Mullumbimby’s Magic, The Culture of
the 70s and 80s – Part 2 Activism and
Politics debuted with acclaim at the
World Premier held at the Mullum Civic
Centre on Thursday 6th.December. This
was followed by two very successful
sessions at the Drill Hall on Friday 7th
December.
BVHS commissioned
Sharon Shostak to make these
documentaries.
DVDs are now available at the museum,
The
Bookshop
Mullumbimby,
Mullumbimby
Newsagency
and
Stewart’s Menswear for $25 each.
Members if purchasing at the museum
get a special rate.

(2) WORK IN PROGRESS
After a year’s hard work by museum
volunteers under
the
expert
direction of Ken Robertson, the
riparian zone of Saltwater Creek
adjacent to Summers Park has been
transformed from a weed infested
jungle, as seen in the photos on the
previous page to a regenerated
bushland. Plantings were carried out
with a selection of native plants
including Lomandra and Lillipilli.
In the photo left Ken is busily hand
watering during the dry spring
months to assist in the survival of
these important new plants.

Newsletter
This newsletter is written by
and for the members of the
BVHS Inc
Cnr Myokum & Stuart Sts
Mullumbimby
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482

02 6684 4367
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Mullumbimby
Museum

Patrons: Frank Mills OAM
Basil Cameron
President: Stephen Hall
Vice President: Robby Wright
Min .Secretary: Brenda Davis
Cor. Secretary: Susan Tsicalas
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas
Assistant Treasurer:
Sarah Newsome
Committee Members:
John Davis
Roland Sjoberg
(Shed Manager)
Market Manager:
Sarah Newsome
Heritage Panel Representative
Chris Cooney
Newsletter team:
John Davis & Work Experience
participants
Public Officer: Susan Tsicalas

All members are invited to
contribute to this newsletter
*Please leave contributions for the
newsletter with John, Tues or Fri
9am to 12 noon.
Alternatively email to:
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 12 Feb 2019 12.00pm
See you there!

Joseph Yates - Builder of the Brunswick

*Deadline for agenda items
Friday 8 February 2019

Taking a prominent position on the Brunswick Valley Honour Board is builder Joe
Yates. He was a 21yr old Englishman when he turned up from the Clarence in
1884 to select 40 acres at Tyagarah with frontage to the South Arm of the
Brunswick, about where the original 'Brunswick Road' crossed to the beach. In
1888 at the first auction of allotments in the new village of Mullumbimby he
added to his holdings with the acquisition of 4 blocks in Gordon Street, building a
cottage on one and probably taking bragging rights from teamster Timothy
Bernard O'Neill as the first proud homeowner in town. (At a function at the Great
Northern Hotel at Byron Bay in 1912 The vice chair was occupied by Mr Yates,
who claimed to be one of the oldest residents of the bay... and boasted that he
cleared the first piece of scrub where Mullumbimby now stands.)

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesdays & Fridays
10am - 12pm
Market Saturdays 9am - 1pm
BVHS Newsletter is produced
by BVHS Inc and NORTEC
Work Experience Participants
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Livingstone's General Store and Telephone Office in Station Street 1894
Right Foreground: Hugh McDermid Livingstone in braces with pair of horses and wagonette
Left Foreground: Hugh McDermid with horse and cart (Hugh Livingstone's cousin)
Back Row L to R: Unknown lady, Mrs Donald Shaw (nee Annie Vousden) with baby, Mr William Chisholm Shaw (Halfbrother of Donald and Uncle of Mrs Yates), Mrs John (Janet) Sanderson/Sandeeson (Mrs Livingstone's mother)
Front row L to R: Janet Manewell (b. 1879 Grafton, niece of Mrs Livingstone), Mrs Tim O'Neil (dark dress, nee
Greenhalgh), Mrs Hugh Livingstone with 4 children; David Charles b. 1894 Mullum, Angus b. 1891 Lismore, Alexander b.
1886 Maclean, Janet b. 1883 Maclean (Last child, Annie, b. 1896 Mullum);
Joe Yates and wife Isabella (nee Shaw) standing either side of dog Satan.

In describing Mullum in 1892, Janet Thorpe, the niece of Mrs Mary Ann Livingstone, nee Sanderson/Sandeeson, the
wife of storekeeper Hugh, said A short distance from them (the School of Arts, pub, store and O'Neill's cottage) was a
cottage where Mr Joe Yates & his wife lived.... In 1891 Joe had married Scotswoman Isabella Shaw in Brisbane, her
uncle William Shaw and his half-brother Donald Shaw seemingly becoming Joe's first employees in his new career as an
architect, builder, carpenter and developer. Another of his employees from about 1900 was George Fenwick who
married Joe's niece-in-law, Scotswoman Isabella Jane McKenzie, 1913 Brisbane, both becoming lifelong Mullum
residents and prominent in community affairs.
Joe was amongst that group of selectors who managed to hang on to complete their 5yrs compulsory residency to claim
ownership, then promptly giving farming away to earn a quid elsewhere. In Joe’s case he left his Tyagarah block in
mothballs to pursue a new masonic vocation, his qualifications for which are a bit dodgy. His first major undertaking
appears to be construction of the School of Arts, winning the tender with a bid of £117 in Apr1891, completing the job
in November, helping draw up the constitution as a member of the sub-committee, organising the Public Ball to
celebrate the official opening (10/6d per ticket) and acting as one of the MCs at the December function, which was said
to have 'inaugurated Mullumbimby'. (Thereafter references to 'Mullumbimby' gradually began to imply the new village
rather than the 'Molebunbie' settlement at Doran's Hill/Torren's Corner.)
By this time Joe was active in community affairs, and there's a suspicion he was also the early 'Mullumbimby
Correspondent' for W.R. Baker's Tweed and Brunswick Advocate, at least until Stan Woodrow was identified with the
quill in late 1891. He was prominent in the Woodrow/Hugh Campbell faction that was pushing development of Mullum
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at the expense of Brunswick Heads, putting him at odds with John Macgregor, the 'Brunswick Correspondent' for the
Northern Star and the most prominent Brunswickian in the region.
In Oct1891 Joe was amongst the group that formed the breakaway Mullumbimby Progress Association, abandoning the
Brunswick River Association and getting up Macgregor's nose. At the same time he was elected secretary of the Mullum
branch of the Labour Electoral League, the meeting of which was reported with heavy sarcasm by Liberal Macgregor.
Despite writing off Brunswick Heads however, he was happy to accept the contract for its new brick school in 1892,
completing the job in November in partnership with a bloke named Hughes and pocketing £262/10/9 between them.
Through to Apr1903 he built, added to or repaired schools at, in order, Coorabell, Jasper (Federal), Mullumbimby
(£118/14/6 worth of local brick additions in 1899), Upper Pocket, Byron Bay and Durrumbul. The biggest job of the lot
was the Byron Bay School and residence, for which his tender of £742/14/- was accepted in Oct1901, followed up by a
further £80/1/6 in Feb1902 for toilets and fencing.
In the meantime Patrick Smith awarded him
the contract to build the 8-room Railway
Hotel in Mullum in Jul1892. But, possibly
because Smith couldn't pay the bill, Joe
became the landlord upon completion in
Dec92. By the time he had resettled at
Byron Bay in 1894 he seems to have sold or
leased the place to Donald McGougan.

Railway Hotel ~1895. (It was passed from Yates to McGougan 1894)
(And is said to have been built from timber pit-sawn by the Fisher Bros from a
sawpit about where the Argyle/Station roundabout now sits.)

In Jan1893 he was secretary of the public
meeting at the Mullum School of Arts that
considered the advisability of establishing a
Co-operative Dairy Factory in the district....
But he decided to stick with building at this
stage, erecting a house in Byron Bay at
much the same time as interest in the cow
started to wane.

His permanent switch to Byron Bay appears to have happened after returning from Warwickshire where he'd gone to
bring his widowed father to Australia. The Parish maps record him as the first owner of two lots in Carlyle Street and a
20 acre block fronting Wentworth Street, although it's a mystery whether they were acquired pre or post 1894. But he
was certainly the builder of the Bay's School of Arts, opened with Perry's Circus band playing at the Gala Ball in
May1896. In Sep1896 he was granted a 'special lease' for the block on the corner of Jonson and Lawson, stretching back
to Bay Lane, upon which he built a shop which his wife operated as a Refreshment Room business, offering breakfast,
lunch and tea and flogging 'Yates celebrated Temperance Beverages.' The business was passed to a Mr Hamilton in
May1902. The Ryan family took over some time later.
Through to 1900 he built a number of houses at the Bay, as well as work on the Great Northern Hotel before it went up
in flames in Aug1897, and extensions to the School of Arts in Jul1898. In Feb1899 the Byron Bay Record said Yates
cottage job (a Government contract to provide accommodation for railway employees in Bay Street) is the only building
work in the bay at present.
He was secretary of the Byronian School of Arts in Oct1900 when that institution decided to lease portion of its vacant
land. This land is the pick of the business positions of the town..., but either there were no takers or a lessee gave up, as
they tried again in Feb1903 for the Lease of two building sites adjoining School of Arts... said new secretary W.L. Bailey.
Mrs Yates won with a tender of 7/6d per week, probably to open another cafe. Meanwhile Joe was busy building,
completing a new office and adjacent cottage for the Byron Bay Record in Dec1903 amongst others.
In 1903 Mullumbimby was booming and its School of Arts committee decided they needed a bigger building. Enter Joe
Yates with a bid of £628/4/1 for the extraordinary building, designed by Architect Donald Grant of Grafton. Upon the
official opening in May1904 by local MLA 'Honest John' Perry, who was a guest of storekeeper John Moorhead for
whom Joe had recently completed a new house in Gordon Street, it was hailed as the best in the region. At the Gala Ball
afterwards, in the hall ablaze with the new gas lighting installed by plumber Southwood, Joe Yates and Joe Hollingworth
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MC'd the jolliest dance yet held in the Brunswick district. Joe was back in Jun1905, 06 and 08, sharing the MC duties with
Hollingworth and Southwood at the annual School of Arts Balls.
In the meantime at Tyagarah
he acquired two adjacent
blocks of 60 acres and 87 acres
in 1903 and 2yrs later another
40 acres next door, making 227
acres all up, at which time he
was a member of the Tyagarah
Progress Association. He had
his own registered cow brand,
but presumably he had share
farmers or tenant farmers
running the place. He also
lightened his landlord load at
Mullum in Oct1905, selling two
of his properties in Gordon
Street at the back of the Police
Station to Francis R. Gray for
Empire Day at the School of Arts 1908. (The addition on the right was completed in Oct1906,
the erection of a cordial
by an unknown builder.)
factory, passed to William E.
Balzer of Byron Bay in May06. Joe seems to have disposed of his Tyagarah interests in 1922.
Back at Byron Bay growth was also the catalyst for the School of Arts Committee to decide on a new building, calling
tenders in Jun1906, the Byron Record saying The plans and specifications are the work of our local contractor, Mr J.
Yates. Mr Yates also drew the plans and built the Mullumbimby School of Arts which is greatly admired by all who visit it.
He was also the builder of the Great Northern Hotel and many of the principal buildings of this town. Ultimately a Mr
McAndrew was selected as the builder, with Joe as supervisor, although it seems he was a subcontractor on some
aspects of the building. The place was opened by Perry MLA with a Grand Ball on 24Apr1907.
In Aug1907 the Government put
up for auction Joe's leased block
on the Jonson/Lawson corner,
knocked down to him for
£1010/1/- after spirited bidding.
The value of land in Byron Bay is
advancing
by leaps
and
bounds.... He then set about
building the Orient Coffee
Palace on part of the site. By
Mar1908 Mr Yates is already
busily engaged in removing the
confectionery and fruit shop,
lately occupied by Mr Ryan, and
which has for some years
occupied one of the most
Orient Coffee Palace on Yates Corner 1910
prominent business sites in the
(Courtesy Richmond Tweed Regional Library)
town..., and, without doubt, this
will prove a handsome addition to the town. The prominent building was finally opened in Apr1909, with Mrs Yates
running the cafe side of the business, offering 'meals all hour, Yates Corner'. Extensive alterations and additions were
completed in mid Jul1911 and in November the business was sold to Mrs S. Fretwell who operated the place as a
'Temperance Hotel'. Presumably she moved out at some stage as Joe was again advertising the place for lease in
Sep1914.
Over this whole period Joe had become heavily involved in community affairs. In May1898 he was a foundation
committeeman at the formation of a Byron branch of the NSW Federation League, while wife Isabella was a
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committeewoman raising money for the Bay's Brass Band. In Jan1900 he was secretary of the Patriotic Fund, formed to
'support the Empire's cause' in South Africa, and a month later elected secretary of the School of Arts. In Nov1901 he
was elected secretary of the committee arranging the opening ceremony for the lighthouse and reception for the
Premier and the Parliamentary Party. By at least 1903 he was an active member of the Progress Association. In 1904 he
was elected vice-president of the School of Arts and in 1909 elected president unopposed, at the same time elected
president of the new Byron Bay and District Citizens Association. And at much the same time he took the chair at a
meeting to form a Byron Bay branch of the Federal Liberal League, followed by election as secretary of the local branch
of the Liberal Association of NSW. In 1909 he had also chaired the meeting to form a reception committee for the visit
of the Governor, Lord Chelmsford.
He was eulogised at
the 1910 AGM of the
School of Arts, at
which he declined to
stand for any executive
position, but accepted
life membership. Mr
Yates, responding to
the
motion
of
appreciation, said he
had been the convenor
of the first meeting
held to establish a
School of Arts in Byron
Bay, and he had been
connected with the
institution ever since –
Byron Bay School of Arts 1907
16 years.... Nor did he
(Courtesy https://byronbayhistoricalsociety.org.au/development-of-byron-bay/timberforestry-and-agriculture/ )
stand for any positions
at the 1910 AGM of the Citizens Association, but was still called upon to chair various meetings of the Association
through to 1912, and in 1916 was nominated as the Association's candidate to contest a by-election on the Byron Shire
Council. But he withdrew from the race, as in Oct1916 he took up duties as general field assistant attached to the
District Public Works Office at Lismore, perhaps taking the job of Henry Dening, an inspector with the Department since
1894, overseeing Byron Bay jetty extensions amongst many other undertakings.
It seems Joe commuted by train to Lismore for a fair period before taking up residence in the regional capital, although
still retaining his Byron holdings. It looks like he retired to Brisbane around the early to mid 1920s, but after Isabella's
death there in Sep1926 returned to the Bay where he still owned a suburban cottage (as well as that 20 acres next to
Norco's piggery). However, he was 66yrs old and residing at Cronulla in Sydney when he married 47yr old Hannah
Dening in 1929, and still living at Cronulla when he died in 1941. Hannah, the sister of Byron Bay historian Sportsman
John ('Jack') Dening, died 1962.
Peter Tsicalas

Original Great Northern Hotel
(Courtesy
http://www.byronbayonline.com.au/byron_bay_pictorial_history/
byron_bay_photo3.html )
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Second Great Northern Hotel, opened Apr1898.
(Courtesy https://www.flickr.com/photos/hwmobs/33066854612 )

From next February our monthly meetings will be
held on the second Tuesday of the month at
12.00pm, after we close the museum to the public.
There will be no newsletter in January and each
month’s will be a bit later than this years.
Membership fees are due from 1st January.
The museum will be closing Tuesday 18th
December and reopening Friday 11th January.

To all our members, volunteers and friends

Thanks for a great year in 2018 and 2019 is already shaping up to be special.
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