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MARCH A MAD MONTH FORISITOR& MORE

The museum was overwhelmed by the number of groups of visitors during March, starti?ly ohMarch with the
hosting of the Far North Coast Chapter of Museums Australia. That story was covered in the March newsletter.

Local history has been included in the curriculum for primary school students this terfowaridcal schoolsHinterland
Christian Collegéviain ArmUpperP.S, St. Joh@Catholic Schoand The PockeR.S, sought information from BVHS

Mullumbimby Chamber of Commerce héisiMarch Collective at the museum duesday 18 March from 5.30 to 7.00
Fi 6KAOK {dz@AN} alO52ylf R LINSD iterécidR ofd aNdpturd ih cdr§unaciatzivith dize
chamber. A very pleasant evening was enjoyed by about 20 visitors.

On Wednesday 1% we were invaded by}l wonderful K1-2 students plus staff
from Main Arm Upper Public School. Museum volunteers are now becom
proficient in keeping the children interested and engaged. They were supp
on the day by BarnfHammond, a local Mullum lad who regaled stories
answered lots of questions of his growing inpthe time when things were muc
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Left: Barry and Susanold
tales of old to the inquisitive |
audience

Right Rollie describe

fascinatingitems to students in /1& o
the Shed. EB=N

On the following day, thas" March, volunteers
Dave, Rollie, President Stephen and Susan set u
for, andenthralled 51ladies and gentlemeanf the
Probus Clulpf Carindalevhom bussed down from
the Sunshine State for the occasion.

Susangave club members a brief history of tf
Brunswick Valleydfore they explored the museur|
and thenadjoumed to the Middle Pub for lunch




Rght: Susan was again at the fore @miday 18' when, at the ey - —
request of students and armed with responses to their previous!g'ﬁi ;¢
submitted questions, she address&tage 2clasgs at St. Joh@ “r

CatholicPrimary School in Mullumbimby.

HIPPIE DVD CAT-CIP!

There was a good response to our catighscreening of our twd
R202 a3z adz f dzY @ Xhe dedaRyiof thel HippieS ar
a dzf f dzY 0 A Y oc&TieeaCulirk 8f h®© 76RO, held at the
Drill hall on16™ March.

A big thank you to those volunteers who gaye part of their
Friday to assist in the sep of the hall, manning the doors an
the sales stand and cleaning up following the showings.

As in the past, th€ommunity Gardens sold delicious food &
drinks during the event.

The Mullum Marketheld on the 17" was a huge success for BVHS, witbund 100people streaming through the
museum and many more taking stock of the Sh&deautiful Autumn day saw hundreds of people take advantag
the welcome change in weather and witits of stalls operating there was plenty for everyone to see and buy.

On Thursday 22ndBVHS volunteers welcomed Kl1 students fromThe Pocket #blic School and once again BH

Left: BHVS volunteer Brenda fascinated Pocket School children with
electronic games.

Right: BVHS President, Stephen informed inattentive students on the us
value of cattle brands.
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FIRST AID
On Tuesday3" March members who are P .
at the coal face with the public spent a d’
learning first aid & CPR. It was a very ;d
daytrying to absorb so much information
However, we are all hoping that we neve
have to use the skills gained.




First People of the Brunswick

The Brunswickeatures prominently in a variation of thereation legend oThe Three Brotherslocumented by thé&ev
Hugh LivingstonePresbyterian Minister on the Richmond 1886. He calledthe local dialectMinyug' (the users of
which were dubbed the Minyangbal), whichis spoken at Byron Bay and on the BrunswickrRidge recordedthat
Long ago, Berrug, with his two brotheMpmmom ar Yaburog, came to this land.After visiting the Tweederrug

and his brothers came back to the Brunswick River, where he made a fire, and showed the paigal how to make fire
taught them the laws about the kippara, and about marriage andifogand thusthe Brunswick can lay claim tme of

the first Bora Ringjin the neighbourhood.

Although some authorities are still in territorial dispute, it is generally accehtadthe Minyangbal/MinjungbaPeople,
comprising a number of clans sharing a common dialect, policed a coastal domain from Broken Head to the Tweed R

The earlieshewspaper accountof their contact with the colonising
whitefella was given by Captain William Barkus via articlesin The

Australianof 11Jan1828 and th8ydney Gazettef 22Aug1829. He hag
been tasked wittsearching for a wreck reported Ispme men who had
been runaways from Moreton Bay At midday on 5Sep1827 he took |a
whale boat ashore at thget to be namedRichmondRiver but then

determined upon returning to Moten Bayoverland..., makingheir

first campsomewhere in the vicinity d€ape ByronAt one PMhext day

wefell in with a party ofnatives, who seemed not to be amicab,
inclined towards us.. At theriver yet to be brandedBrunswickwe

travelled up thesouth bankand Upon reaching the opposite bank, w
cut through the bush, to avoid the natives, who we suspected W
inclined to disburthen us further of clothing. They dogged us, howev
but after accompanying us for full three hours hard toiling oveso&
sandy beach, dropt off entirely We eventually crossed the Twee
where¢ KS yI 6A@PSaQ Kdzia 6SNBE GSNE
sufficient to hold a body of three hundred menie reached the Logan g
River on the evening of 8Sepl1827.
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‘An Ahst‘ralién c;f the Minyung Tribas the
Apart from some bolters from the penaletlement at Moreton Bay | caption accompanying this studio portrait in Jo
who left an ambiguous account of their trek to Port Macquatie, hext | Fraser's 1892 bookheAborigines of New Sout
documented visito the Brunswickwas that of survegr Robert Dixon | Wales, although the photo is now known to hay
and his teamin 1840 But whilst noting thepresence ofaborigines at | come from the collection of JW. Lindt, a Grafig
Cape Byronwhere we found a tribe of natives with their nets fishing based photo.graphe.r 18686.' o ,
who werefine looking men..andwith the assistance of two nativege gh? splendid Wa",'o.r dep',CtEd IS a .man‘mn,
. ) aving passed the 'kippara' and received scarg
got to the top of thesteep Broken Cliff), and the Richmond (whefghe | s preast and back.)
natives had come insuch numbers), he inexplicably makes n
reference to those of the BrunswiclkOver a period of ~2wksesidency on the Brunswicke either deemed his
encownters with the resident Durungbil Clan not worth recordarghere were none to report?

The firstsemipermanentg K A (i Sdaff via$ eQtablished on the North HeadJoyinand Thomas Boyaf the Tweed

in 1847/48. As best can be determindukir last shipment of cedar to Sydney was in Aprl851, after which the place
became a ghost town until 4 ships appeared on the horizon 8881 Then followed 1 in each of the years
1859/1861/1862 and none until 186Dy which time cedagetters from Ballina andintenbar had become regular
visitors, promptingRobert Marshallto establish a permanent base on the south side.

Traditionalclan boundaries rapidliproke downin the face ofthe new paradigm wrought bwhite settlement. By the
time Marshall turned up rembers of the Durungbill@n of the Brunswick could be found assisting the cegtters as
far south as Ballina (home of the Nyangbal) and over the tidgento Wiyabal territory, while at least one member of
Byron's Bumberlin Clan is known to have tweed into Goodjinburracountry as an employee ofames Brayn the
Tweed district.

Whilst ethnologistArchie MestonOf | A YSR (G KS . NHzy & Biky@HgoWnhallé tribkgréisbly Biterri K S
forWa A yldzy t StAsdbvsdeneBally accepted that the Brungbil clan, a sulgroup under the Minjungbal
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dzZYoNBft I X gFa GKS . NYzy dhé tobhissd
acknowledged'Drumble Charlieas King of the Brunswick Blacks
sometimepre 1871 He roamed a wide area and first comes to noti
in Dec1865 at Tintenbar in the employaddargetter Dick Glascott
In Nov1872 Glascoft f & 2 NEONM2YNGRAS W K NIab g/
Tyagarah while the first evidence that the name of the Brunswick
Clanwas 'Durungbil' came froma Sa G 2 y Qa Neg Harpars ¥
viaThe Queenslandaf 1Sep1894.

Conversely, linguidDr Sharpeof UNEsays that Jalanggir was the
name of the'Brunswick clan the name theBrunswick blacks whq
Ol f £ K S XYeéndKittgg Bave aaldptéd[Her source was the
Science of Maiournal of 21Mar1903réf nla.obp525829330, but :
Jalanggiris not mentioned in the lists of words presumably collectec:
by police Sgtlohn Evans basedat Ballina and Casin@8861894 O ) ~ : '
(Bestdzy SRdzOF 1 SR 3dzSaa A a )iBgthaéibyeh | “Béhdayafiernopmirpking GhdrigggniSan K
Charlie Jarrett a timber merchanbf Ballina is said to have raised Brunswick Heads.

éCheelong ¢ (i KkSowrs Byfori Bay aboriginal.... He was in Nr_(from the Town and Country JournsOct188§.
WE NNB GG Qa Syeadk. aviile an 2dsdciaté of darretthe prominentHenry Frenchstorekeeper and timber
merchant of Tyagarah and Brunswick, had an aboriginal axeman in his employ Ghitledg BarlowOne or the other
was probablyGeelong who appeared before the Mullum court 1913, and the sam&eelong Billywho diedat the

of 01 Qa OF YLJE 1917N&YyB yF SISIFdBNBS & o (A YSa Ay ( K$ as.aNityh i A
assault.

Joshua Brayfirst Police Magistrate on the Brunswick amongst many other lzlds to the uncertainty of defining a
W. NHzy & 6 A O1 The Coogjudgburry triBeAinyiaBiting the coast between Tweed and Brunswick used to mix ve
much with the Ballina Richmond River Heads bMceks ¢hevSoMjournal of 21Feb1901 atla.obj520992370). But it

g | & @inldablemixing sayslames Ainsworth cedargetter and teamster who settled at Ballina in 184Faiming

that The Brunswick blacks, hostile to those of Ballina, would med¢heiseven Mile Beach as a battlegroundRef
Casino and Kyogle Couradr70ct1922.)

[Note thatlan Foxand Kyle Slabkin their history of the First Peoplef the Tweed (ref Ch 3 withifihe Fragile Edge; A
Natural History of the Tweed Coastdited by Michael DeGood, Bogangar 20KayThe exact area occupied by the
Goodjinburra is unclear, primarily because clan groups themselves can be further subdivided into local descent grouy
family groups) numbering around 10 to 30 peopl® !SomR researchers suggest there was a group division at
Cudgera Creek (or possibly Mooball Creek) between people more connected to the Tweed in the north, and those
the Brunswick inthesouths | & SOARSYOSR o6& (KS AYyOARSyil( o0St25d86

King Charli® dderdified during a fracast Wooyung in 187%hen ajournalist with theAustralian Town and Country
Journalrecordedthat ... There were any number of kings (stark naked, with one exception, the king who advanced
meet us being heavily clad in an old hepper and puggareeKing Charliénformed us that the causus belli was this:
his uncle had killed a man on the Tweed wdth axe, and the man's avengers were cominglis.two dozen sable
warriorsX & K2 dzi SR RSTAIl y OS o dahotheriKingicknte along &ith @ torah\andzald, "Nb Kgbty
dark - plenty fight mobewarlow yanbelilah Brunswick.. The phraséThere were any number &fngs'implies quite a
FS6 FrYAftekOfly 3ANRdzZLIA Y {Ay3 dzJ YoatyiHortuhdely Ny aBeQdst tal 2
history, the only other known local clan claiming group membership being the Bumberin/BimiBeartumbin of Cape
Byron under the sway oKing Bobbiet NBa dzyl 6f & GKS W¢gSSR !ieSSpadjidiubalaq 2 Y
also sheltering under the Minyangbal umbrekaiggestingricky allegiances ifi K S / f | yshlBextdR@did they
Brunswick at this time(Dr Sharped @ & G KS 3JdzZR2AKY O NERSRR 25 ¢ 3§ tzMEIXE NI dkF
O2f 2dzNJ 2F GKS Ofl@ F2dzyR I [/ dzRISYyd {KS R2Sa yz2a f A
Bumerlin of unstaed origin, is &amp for flying foxey

0¢CKS dvabidiRa o W2 Y2-RINE 6 yR2 , SawarbO RO D K2 dzY RC RS ST | 2dz 606
@2 Ol odzf | BB 2% 8 ek, Soulk W@ also general Tweed words, althomgh included in the Bt Used at

/| dzZR3ISYy > o0& GKS of I Ogp & NBRESoMIjoMEals OfI2ENDVEFR9 aind 2dNRALA0F. AndSharpe

a | &anbahl®) Y Sconying and goin@ ® O


http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-525829330/view?partId=nla.obj-525942635#page/n10/mode/1up
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-520992370

(During the above skirmish one or the other or both antagonist groups ldetyed turtleshell shields... bearing the
double red cross on a white ground, the war mark of the old Minyalglto tribes.. saidArchie Mestonin an address
to the Royal Society of Queensland in 1882ing anexhibition of ethnological specimens recerdbllected by him.,,
noted The Queenslandaf 18Jun1892.)

There was still a sizable group on the Brunswick in 1880 to prompt another group of travellers to recor8iisliaae
Courierthat A mob of blacks are camped here, and they are very useful as axemen, falling and squ@niigJan1885

the Town and Contry Journalcarried the observationsf a couple of travellers whaoted that Close to the hotel a
number of blacks encamped.... It is not a very interesting camp, only a few married couples and about a dozen childr
There is, however, a hathste woman, who has been brought up among Europeans, is fairly educated, and we
domesticateX ¢ A (| K KdacloJdadgk R R (i K NIB 1886 ankithet TBWMIBINE Countrjournalist saidn close
proximity to Marshall's Hotelas a black's camp, over which a sable patriarch rejoicing in the tikengfCharlieof the
Brunswick holds supreme sway. There were about twenty of these aborigines altogether. A few vdweded; but
many were halcastes.... On the Sunday thetis smarten themselves up considerably, old Charlie coming out with a
ancient pith helmet ornamented with a spotted crimson
"puggaree” upon his head.

In 1891 ornithologisArchibald James Campbaelld a tour of 'The
Big Scrub’, thé&lorthern Staof 11Jun1892 recording his visit &
primitive and outof-the-¢ 2 NX R calledBi&wick where he
heardblackfellows wrangling in high voices during the night in t
hotel yard....I succeed in finding a blackfellowiampy where an| |
ugly chap is cooking a bandicoot by placing it on the fire intact.
He appears surly, so | betake myself to another humpy, whefg
fine three "gins" asleep, and a fine blackfellow outsiderhose
nameisMobalzh 2 F (KS . daNdNBreAkdast| takeli
KAd LK2G§23aANFXLKEZ FyR GKIFIG 2F
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In 1926 the Bora Ring on the Brunswick cricket ground, (thele "« (

(iscernible... whore. the. natvest old went tough heir| CePRel Hedispcto Sun Tanned AustalanOne
) . _ U R 2 7 G KS g2 YSyKIthGEs  EAARISS/ERA Tl

spectacular and weird ceremombsb PQ @'Bbﬁrﬁ Caurkefh Aprl891 Census. Céurtesy State Library of Victoria

1939 Fred FordhamBrunswick Heads Public School Headmaster

192848, brought to public attention the existence of a 35ft long x 15ft high mound on Kings Cregkstiug an

important Aboriginal cultural centre. The ceremonial mound was edged with rocks supposedly bearing carved markir

but thanks to vandals and souvenir hunters most of the rocks have disappeared, while most of the mound has b

bulldozed. Fredlao accumulated a substantial number of Aboriginal artifacts during his tenure, displayed in glass ca:

in an annex to the original school building. Tragically this collection has also gone walkabout.

Bora rings were also found at Tyagarah
and Mullumbimby, thdatter still extant
during the sojourn of the railway
navvies 189284 reckoned74yr oldJack
Coghlan  reminiscing to the
Mullumbimby Star6Jun1961,claiming
that the Bora Ring wagn the corner of
Burringbar and Stuart Streets, now g
occupied by the newsagencyHis great
niece Shelly HollisNeath also claims
Jack's sister, Kate, witnessed
corroborees where the car park next*
S

Byron Shire council chambers now liess.
Kate was b5yrs old when the
Coghlans/Coughlins  settled  Mullum In 1968two spiral stone circles were found a| Unfortunately vandalism meant

1894. Ref Shelly's memoir&dte held Tya@;aef;i;w:n;grinai :\r/llullﬁjzbri%cated to their removal to Mullum's
BVHS.) 9 Y- Museum in 2014.




