Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc.

NEWSLETTER
August 2016

Cnr Myokum & Stuart Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482
OPEN: FRIDAY 10 AM – 12 PM
MARKET DAY (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM

REMINDERS
Next Market: Saturday 17 September 2016. Museum open 9-1.
Next Meeting: Thursday 1st September at 2pm

Annual General Meeting Report
The AGM was held on Thursday 11th August with a good attendance. Our Patron, Cr Basil Cameron, chaired the meeting.
Stephen read his President’s Report (which follows) and Susan tabled the annual financial statements, which, for
members, are attached at the end of the newsletter. All executive positions were filled. Big thanks to executive
members for their hard work last year and welcome to new member- Brenda Davis as minute secretary. Also thanks to
John Davis who has taken over the newsletter for a while.

President’s Report
Welcome friends, members and volunteers to the BVHS AGM 11 August 2016
It’s been another year of refining our activities by recording our stories, improving our displays, increasing our
publications (special thanks to Peter), reinvigorating our market and educating our visitors.
Grants, market submission, air conditioners, donations, restorations, more exhibitions, cleaning, meetings, cups of tea,
phone messages and computer malfunctions: luckily we have a vast network of talented volunteers able to tackle all
obstacles.
Gold medal for this year’s achievements would have to go to Mullum Madness film which had sold out screenings, and
made a whole new audience aware of our presence.
Silver goes to our new exhibition ‘Back to the Garden’, a well balanced play of information and art.
Bronze goes to Michael Adams for single handily terrorising/restoring countless objects in the machinery shed.
Honourable mentions go to Jacqueline Smith for the new display 24/7 a woman’s life which has been opened to the
public and also for patience and perseverance for the market submission team Gordon, Susan, Kim and Sarah.
Also thank you to Sadie for ongoing accession work.
Special mention and thanks must go to Susan Tsicalas for endless hours beyond the call of duty; we hold you in awe and
please don’t go away again!!!!
Thank you to Sarah and Liz and WfD team for their enthusiasm and achievements.
Others who were indispensable Peter Tsicalas, Chris Cooney, Basil Cameron, Ken, Kim, Jen, David, Roland, John and
Brenda, Mitsuo, Genevieve and Shekana, Robby, Laurie, Jackie, Jaqui, Jonny, Lindy, Barry, Mark and Tom.
Please forgive me for those I’ve missed and thank you all for making the year so enjoyable and productive.

Tall Tale or True?
After the Mullum Races – From ‘The Brunswick – Another River and It’s People’ by Jim
Brokenshire
The life of a publican is not always beers and skittles and young Frank (Harkness) ran into
troubles in his first year on the job. It was the year of the first Mullumbimby race meeting on the
track where the golf course is now located.
With fifteen bookmakers operating and about 800 people around, there was much betting on
the nod and in the evening a good hour was put in settling up at the Court House Hotel. That
offered no problems, but as Editor George Cameron of the ‘Mullumbimby Star’ reported:
“The light fingered gentry were in town, too, and had a pretty decent haul from the rooms of the Court House Hotel.”
“A young lady who had two pounds in a bag in her hotel room didn’t have it in the morning: a man in another room lost
seven pounds and a bloke who went to sleep with his trousers on lost eight pounds from his back pocket”.
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TWO NEW EXHIBITS OPEN IN AUGUST
Any one for CLOCK BOBS?

Some old fashioned games

Left: Inside an early household laundry

Great work Sarah, Liz and NORTEC volunteers who have slaved for weeks to finalise two new exhibits that give us a
taste of early domestic and commercial appliances, and a few pre-electronic children’s games from the region. Plus the
“Winter Warmers” exhibit, displaying early radios and heaters

The very timely “Winter Warmers” exhibit. Sit back, enjoy the warmth and imagine the music from a bygone time.
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Volunteer Profile
ROLAND (ROLLIE) SJOBERG

Our Shed Manager, Rollie has enjoyed an interesting and colourful life in his adopted country. Pictured above with his
latest model-in-progress, a remote controlled Danish ice-breaking tug and to the right, two completed model
paddleboats and one of his many intricately finished miniature railway models.
Rollie shares with us a little of his story
I arrived in Australia from Sweden in 1967 as a $20 import and soon set about working and travelling in Australia.
Included in my over ninety varied jobs in Australia were taxi driving in Adelaide and Melbourne, post boy and photo
development machine operator in Sydney, and bus driving and odd jobs in Kempsey,
I moved to Sailor Jack Station at Tenterfield in around 1993. I lived, loved and worked in Tenterfield for 10 years before
tripping back to the old country for a while to spend time with my brother and the extended family.
Australia always beckoned though, and after a couple of aimless years I returned to live at Byron Bay where I continued
to work as a mechanic before a work injury led me to part-time employment until my retirement in 2014.
This gave me the opportunity to follow my passion building model boats and trains. My other loves are music, camping,
bushwalking and fossicking (without success but heaps of fun and terrific exercise).
Now living at Goonengerry I volunteer twice a week at the museum, sit on the Committee as shed representative and
assist during market days, and special events.

AUSTRALIANA
Slang for Australian Women and Families from Nancy Keesing’s
book “Lily On The Dustbin”
“A blind man on a galloping horse would be happy to see it.”
“You look like a duck in a thunderstorm.”
“London fog, the bludger that never lifts.”
“A screw loose without enough sense to get out of the rain.”

2 Things you can learn from your dog



Delight in the simple joy of a long walk.
When loved ones come home always run
to greet them.
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WORK IN PROGRESS
Museum volunteers are currently preparing information booklets to
complement the long-awaited and highly anticipated exhibit on the Brunswick
River. Following is an interesting photo and story from Mullumbimby –
Foundation Events 1848-1908 by Peter Tsicalas concerning the early days, when
ferries were a major form of transport on the Brunswick. Peter’s series of books
on the history of Mullumbimby are available at the museum.

Brunswick Valley
Historical Society Inc.

Newsletter
This newsletter is written by
and for the members of the
BVHS Inc
Cnr Myokum & Stuart Sts
Mullumbimby
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482

02 6684 4367
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Mullumbimby
Museum

Waiting for Harry Houghton's ferry, cnr Park and Fawcett Sts., ~1903/05.
(Harry died 1915 Qld, aged 69, while William Parks was made redundant in
1901 with the arrival of the Mullum bridge, retiring to Bruns and dying there
1942 aged 95.
Byron Shire took over responsibility for 'McCurdy's Ferry' 1906 (after there were
no tenders for the lease), and re-employed William Hunter at £60/yr. They
introduced a powered punt in 1926 after complaints of long car queues.)

LOCAL NAMES
MULLUMBIMBY (MULL-‘m-BIM-bee) (BH,H) (and Creek (H), and Parish (B,H)
MULLUMBIMBY is so called from an Aboriginal word meaning “small round hill”
(not referring to Chincogan, the local landmark, but to a round hill on the
Goonengerry road). It has also been suggested that the name derives from
mulubinba, a native fern, and it is possible that the name of the fern become
used for the small round hill.
Its history is rich and varied, having seen cedar-getting in 1840, sugar cane
growing in 1890, dairying in 1905, and the birth of the North Coast alternative
society (before NIMBIN and TUNTABLE). It has also become a migration area
for those seeking peace and tranquillity away from the capital cities.
Mullumbimby had its official birth on 18th October, 1872 when an area of one
square mile (259 hectares) was reserved for village purposes. Rural land
selections took place in 1881. The first Crown Land sales in the village were
held in Murwillumbah on 19th August, 1888 with the first two lots bringing £5
($10.00) and £21/10/0 ($43.00).
Independent thinking is a characteristic of Mullumbimbians and resulted in the
forming of a Municipality in 1908.
Mullumbimby projects have ranged from the provision a School of Arts, with reading
room and 900 volume library in 1904, the town water supply dam and hydro-electricity
in 1926 and the public baths in 1967.

Patrons: Frank Mills OAM
Basil Cameron
President: Stephen Hall
Vice President: Gordon Wright
Min .Secretary: Brenda Davis
Cor. Secretary: Susan Tsicalas
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas
Assistant Treasurer:
Sarah Newsome
Committee Members:
Sadie Mudge
Jennifer Elward
Roland Sjoberg
Market Managers:
Kim Pedersen
Sarah Newsome
Newsletter team:
John Davis & Work
Experience Participants
Public Officer: Susan Tsicalas

All members are invited
to contribute to this
newsletter
*Please leave material with Sarah
or Liz
Tues Wed Thur 10 am - 2 pm.
Or email to:
bvhs@tridentcommuncations.com.au

NEXT MEETING
Thursday 1st
September 2016 at
2.00pm
See you there!
*Deadline for agenda items
Wednesday 31st Aug 2016
MUSEUM HOURS
Friday 10am - 12pm
Market Saturday 9am - 1pm

Source: Place Names of the Tweed Brunswick and Upper Richmond Regions by
Richmond-Tweed Regional Library
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