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MUSEUM 
 

 
 

MUSEUM NEWS 
                  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  Thursday 7th August 2014 at 3.00pm   
 

Monthly meeting – 1st Thursday of the month at 3.00pm   
Acquisition meeting – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10.00am   

MULLUMBIMBY COMMUNITY MARKET 25TH CELEBRATION  
(1) Some of the Grooviest Headband Competitors  (Courtesy of Basil Cameron) 

                                                                                   The winner 
(2) Sharing  the cake   (Courtesy of David Roupell)                        (3)  Yum Yum! (Courtesy of Basil Cameron) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The celebration was lots of fun and thanks to all who helped – special mentions for Mullumbimby’s Biggest Little Town 
Choir, Spaghetti Circus and the band, Moondogs Gipsy, Basil Cameron, our sponsors for the full page advertisement and 
also to Echonetdaily & Sharon Shostak for a great video of the day. http://www.echo.net.au/2014/06/mullm-market-
celebrates-25-years/  The day had a special vibe and it was terrific to have the past managers Gerard, Gordon & Barry 
help Sarah & Kim cut the cake.                                 

Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc. 

  

Cnr Myokum & Stuart Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482 
OPEN: FRIDAY 10 AM – 12 PM 
MARKET DAY (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM 
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Laying Waste The Brunswick - Part 1 

 
The beach between Tweed Heads and Byron Bay was home to the richest deposits of rutile and zircon in the world, and 
thanks to WW2 the four main companies operating along the strip became the world's major suppliers of the stuff. The 
coastal environment got a short reprieve from 1948 with a minor slump in prices, but thanks again to warmongering the 
next boom wasn't far away. By Jun50 when the Korean War kicked-off, Zircon-Rutile Ltd, the dominant player around the 
Brunswick-Byron strip, was Australia's largest producer. The Brunswick-Wooyung strip was the playground of Metal 
Recoveries Ltd, while Cudgen R-Z Ltd and the Titanium Alloy Manufacturing Co Pty Ltd were the major players from 
Cudgen to the border. Associated Minerals Consolidated Ltd was formed in 1953 to start mining at Cudgen, and by the 
world-wide slump of the mid 1970s had become the largest sand mining company in the world, mainly through 
acquisitions, inclusive of Metal Recoveries in 1960. 
 
Zircon Rutile Ltd demonstrated good corporate citizenship in helping to restore the beach following the devastating 
Feb54 cyclone, at which time the mining companies stepped up activities because most of their leases were rapidly 
disappearing through massive erosion. In Jan55 however, the ungrateful Shire Council temporarily curbed their 
enthusiasm when it refused an application for a rutile mining lease of 100 acres extending southwards from near the 
Brunswick Heads surf shed.... 
 
Nevertheless, in Feb56 the Shire approved operations for an anonymous company (but probably Cudgen RZ, the private 
company of the Foyster Bros, ex-cane growers of Cudgen) in an ambiguous area South of a ridge between the Brunswick 
bowling green and the sea and to the river between the footbridge and the Main Arm.... President Hatfield said "So far 
as Byron Bay is concerned, the companies have co-operated with council in every way. They have loaned equipment to 
council to repair roads..., while Cr Mott claimed that heavy trucks were using and damaging Booyun, Terrace and 
Fawcett Streets, Brunswick Heads.... 
 
[At the same time Steppa Stephens MLA was campaigning for the coming election and said the beach mining industry 
had grown to such an extent that it would become the second largest industry in the electorate. He claimed that every 
opportunity should be given for expansion of that industry....] 
 

NEW MARKET ATTRACTION 
Jacqui Marks, artist, and our Sarah have 
produced a fabulous “Hippie Photo 
Board” where for a gold coin donation 
you can have a photo taken on your 
mobile phone……..yeah man! 
The board is spectacular (photographer 
hopeless). Come and check it out at the 
next market. 
 

Family History Seminar 
Casino Family History Society is hosting a seminar on Saturday 19th July 
2014.  See the flyer at the end of the newsletter for bookings, phone 
numbers, location etc. 
Program 
9.30 Registration 
10-11 Christine Yeats - Topic: Breaking down brick walls 
11.30-11.20 Morning Tea  
11.30-12.30 Allan Murrin – Topic: Exploring the Resources of FamilySearch 
12.30-1.20 Lunch 
1.20-2.20 All Murrin – Topic: The Changing Aspects of Family History 
2.20-2.30 Walk around break 
2.30-3.30 Christina Yeats – Topic: Behind closed doors – 19th and early 20th 
century institutional care in NSW 

Peter’s Pics at Byron (Community Centre) Theatre 
Each month all volunteers from locally-based organisations are invited to 
attend a free private screening of a movie at the Byron (Community Centre) 
Theatre as a thank you for the work you do for the community.  The 
screenings are called Peter’s Pics because film maker and filmscript writer 
Peter Thompson picks the films (Peter also used to be the film reviewer on 
Channel 9’s Sunday program for many years).  Usually they are exceptionally 
interesting films or rarely seen classics and Peter gives a three to five minute 
talk about the film before it starts. 
Peter will send us an email well before each screening to forward on to our 
volunteers.  So if you are interested email us and we will let you know what 
is screening.  They usually occur on a weekday night at 5.30pm towards the 
end of each month. 
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At a meeting of the Bruns Progress Association in Aug56 it was claimed that A sand mining company's plan to recover 
minerals from the bed of the South Arm... was called a "sand grab".... Mr B. Donlon, moved that they take the strongest 
objection to the granting of leases for mining operations north of the footbridge. When put to the meeting after long and 
at times heated discussion, the motion was defeated. Supporting his motion, Mr Donlon said there had been much 
activity on the South Arm and the sand spit between it and the sea....  
 
Mr Donlon claimed that if the spit was mined it would be a calamity for Brunswick Heads. "It would allow the sea to 
come in and destroy a local beauty spot.... Explaining the company's plans, Cr T.M. Mott (Bruns real estate agent) said 
that it was intended to remove sand from a 90ft wide strip of the river bed extending from the footbridge to Main Arm of 
the river. The company had undertaken the project at the request of Byron Shire Council as a means of shifting the South 
Arm channel away from the retaining wall on the town side.... 
 
Bede Donlon retorted that "It seems to me that Brunswick Heads has been sold out by Byron Shire to the mining 
company.... "Now we are told it is too late to protest."... Mr A. Lofts claimed that the operations would benefit the town. 
He said there had been complaints that the South Arm channel was not now navigable at low tide by even flat-bottomed 
boats. The mining would clear the channel and could provide additional anchorages for fishing craft.... 
 
Following their defeat, dissidents B. Donlon, B.R. Stephens and T.H. Brignall then appealed to the public. A protest 
committee has been formed at Brunswick Heads in an endeavour to prevent the mining of the South Arm of the 
Brunswick River between the foot bridge and the mouth, and the South Beach sand spit. Leaders of the movement claim 
to gave gained the support of 90 per cent of the townspeople.... 
 
Why has this matter been kept so secret by the Byron Shire Council and the local council representative, whose only 
mention at a Progress meeting was that a channel was to be cut through the South Arm, but never a mention of 
recovering mineral sand or the cluttering up of the area with black sand deposits and unsightly mining equipment.... 
People who saw what happened in the February, 1954, cyclone will have little doubt as to the inevitable result of 
tampering with nature.... 
 
Referring to the value of the mineral sand mining on the North Coast, Cr Hatfield said income from that industry was 
greater than from all other sources combined, including dairying, bananas and cane.... The rates alone collected by Byron 
Shire from nine companies amounted to a considerable sum. He said that the Cudgen company had perhaps been 
responsible for considerable damage to three streets, but had contributed towards their repair....  
 
The three-man protest committee fronting the Councillors said that Statements attributed to Crs Hatfield and Mott... 
appear as an attempt to confuse the issue. Cr Hatfield tells us now that no mineral sand mining is to be carried out ('for 
the moment').... Why then did Cr Mott previously say "it is too late to protest" against the sand mining and that 

arrangements had been made to 
set up a spiral on the sand spit, to 
build a bunker near the present 
concert stage, and to construct a 
road from the bunker to 
Mullumbimbi Street?... At the 
same time Stepper Stephens MLA 
raised the matter on the floor of 
parliament and was ambiguously 
assured by Minister Nott that 
residents of Brunswick Heads need 
have no fears that rutile mining in 
the district would affect public 
safety. 
 
By the end of Aug56 A sand 
mining company is operating 
along South Beach, Brunswick 
Heads, to the south of the surfing 
section of the beach. A section of 
the beach was mined for zircon 

 
Status of breakwater and associated works early 1961. 

Over the period Jan-May63 the lagoon behind the training wall at the eastern side of the 
south arm was filled by sand pumped from the area between the two bridges. Work then 
started on building up 'The Terrace Park'. 
Cudgen RZ started dredging the river in Aug65 and dumped sand in front of 'Memorial 
Park' to create a swimming beach. In Oct65 it started (re)mining the sand spit (Torakina 
Park), then worked its way south. It was back in Jul66 to mine the new South Beach Road 
to the surf club. 
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and rutile several years ago..., perhaps referring to the plundering of the area in front if the South Arm houses in 1945? 
 
At the AGM of the Bruns Progress Association on 3Sep56 A motion of no confidence in Cr T.M. Mott... was defeated in a 
secret ballot... by 19 votes to 7.... Mr Donlon moved his "no confidence" motion when challenged to do so by Cr Mott 
after a heated debate.... Accusations of misstatements and contradictions were made by both sides during the debate. In 
a crossfire of heated argument, at times approaching bedlam, Mr Donlon reiterated previous statements that the people 
of Brunswick Heads had not been made fully aware of the negotiations between Cr Mott, Byron Shire Council, and the 
mining company concerned.... Mr A. Lofts claimed that clearing of the South Arm channel by the company's operations 
would have helped to prevent erosion of the banks.... The president, Mr J.D. Richardson, was re-elected to the position 
for a further term..., supported by vice-presidents Mott, Donlon, Brignall and Stephens. And Mott claimed a mining 
mandate at the Council elections of Nov56 after scoring twice as many votes as  Brignall. 
 
Slow Down 
 
Mining Minister Nott belatedly rejected any mining north of the Bowling club, at least temporarily, and things settled 
down for a while. But beach mining wasn't about to end any time soon, given his statement in Mar57 that it was the 
third most profitable mining industry in NSW. The value of the beach mining industry to NSW in 1956 would be in the 
vicinity of £4,500,000.... The value of sand mining had increased to that figure from a production of only £340,000 in 
1950.  
 
The boom couldn't last and in Nov57 A suspension of labour conditions on a sand-mining lease at Mullumbimby (sic) was 
granted to Mr Mark Foyster of Cudgen R.Z.... Mr Foyster said that 10 men were employed on the lease, which could not 
be run profitably at the ruling price of rutile. He said plant would cost £30,000 to install and other costs would be high. 
Wages under operations would be more than £300 a week. Cost of production of rutile was £30 to £35 per ton, he said, 
and the current market price was £36 and £40 a ton.... (In Nov58 he quoted £31/ton as the current market price when 
applying for another suspension of labour conditions.) 
 
But at least Engineer Litchfield was happy, reporting in Nov57 that electricity was now used by Metal Recoveries Ltd 
north of New Brighton and that plant should balance the closing down of Cudgen RZ at Byron Bay..., so maintaining the 
current rate of growth in electricity consumption. (The boom had reached a peak in 1956 when the madness on the 
stock exchange saw Zircon Rutile shares jump from 8/4d to £8 in the space of 8mths, but then it all started to collapse 
and most operations were suspended following the price plunge of 1958.)  
 
Compounding the problem, a devastating fire at the Zircon Rutile Ltd plant in Dec57 put almost 100 men out of work and 
exacerbated the Bay's unemployment problem. In an endeavour to find means of relieving a serious unemployment 
situation... a public meeting was held 16Dec57..., but The (Council) chamber was too small to accommodate the crowd 
which attended the meeting and men 
stood in passageways to hear 
speakers.... It was stated at the 
meeting that the number of 
unemployed has now reached 157... 
and that lack of any extensive shire 
funds made it impossible for the council 
to provide relief..., thanks to the 
current credit squeeze. 
 
The engineer, Mr H. Cook, told the 
council that £40,000 to £50,000 would 
be required to employ the 157 men for 
six months.... Cr A. Kibblewhite said 
Byron Bay business people could not 
carry the unemployed. Cr Mott: The 
money should be spent throughout the 
shire. Unemployment is rife throughout 
the district.... Claiming that the case 
should not be put to the Minister as 
urgent, Cr Mott said the men had 

 
Zircon Rutile processing plant on current Woolworths site Byron Bay.  

(Courtesy Dr Brett Stubbs via 'Thematic Study Byron Shire') 
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newsletter 
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or Liz  
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NEXT MEETING  
AGM Thursday  
7th August 2014   3.00pm  
See you there! 
 

*Deadline for agenda items 
Wednesday 6

th
 August 2014 

 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Friday 10am - 12pm 
Market Saturday 9am - 1pm 
 

BVHS Newsletter is produced 
by NORTEC Work Experience 
Participants and BVHS Inc. 
 

 

earned big money. "Where is it now," he asked.... Cr Reid (Chairman of Byron 
Bay Fishermen's Co-operative) said a start on the Belongil scheme would help 
relieve the unemployment position.... "The fishing boats are no asset to 
Brunswick Heads as they would be to Byron Bay.... 
 
Zircon Rutile resumed limited operations at its Byron Bay processing plant in 
May58 and 12mths later the scorched earth mining technique brought a 
complaint from a Brisbane whinger, who said that I have just returned from my 
usual holiday at Brunswick Heads, surprised and annoyed about the effects of 
sand mining on the beach. The beach and foreshore are being relentlessly 
gouged by mechanical means in the quest of sand from which monetary gain is 
derived. Trucks travel to and from in a rush to beat tide and time.... Many 
people in my street alone visit Brunswick heads each year for the peace and 
quite it offers, and the excellent beach and river fishing, but if those attractions 
continue to fall off because of ceaseless disturbance, then my friends and I will 
have to look for a more suitable place.... But his admonition didn't move the 
Prog Assoc to protest about the sandmining companies, which continued to 
make generous donations and offers of bulldozer assistance to various Bruns 
projects. 

 
Good corporate citizenship was also being demonstrated at South Golden 
Beach where the development company had received every co-operation from 
a sand mining company (Metal Recoveries Pty Ltd) operating between the 
estate and the sea in Aug59, which had assisted in Opening of a further section 
of the main drainage canal... and cleared huge quantities of water from a large 
area of swamp land.... In that area only the beach itself was being mined. The 
sand terrace would later be grassed. The company had abandoned its plans for 
a sea wall and would plant Norfolk pines along the waterfront.... 
 
Thereafter there was a lot of takeover activity and consolidations, with the 
major companies emerging stronger than ever in 1960 for the next ride on the 
boom and bust cycle.  
                                                                                                                 Peter Tsicalas 
 

N.B.  Don’t forget the AGM Thursday 7th August 
3.00pm.   Come early and join us for afternoon tea. 

 
Dredge on the Brunswick, January 1963 

(Probably the Public Works dredge, which had been operating since Jul62 to create a 
new channel for the fishing fleet, the major impediment removed being the loop into 
the mouth of Reading's Bay.) 

http://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 19th July 2014 
Casino Community Centre 
35 Walker Street Casino 

Time: 9.30am Registration for 10am Start 
 

Speakers 

Allan Murrin has had an interest in family history since the 1960’s.  From 1995 he has been co-operator 
with his wife Joy, in Joy Murrin Family History Services – whose prime service is providing NSW 
transcriptions of BDM registrations and other overseas services. For over 22 years he has been 
consultant at the Mortdale LDS Family History Centre.  Allan has been past President of the Botany Bay 
Family History Society.   
 

Exploring the Resources of FamilySearch 

The Changing Aspects of Family History 
************************************** 

Christina is Senior Vice President Royal Australian Historical Society – she has a wide ranging interest in Australian 
history. She successfully led the negotiations for 'Third party' partnerships between State Records NSW and 
external service providers to provide online access to some of the State's key archival resources. 
She managed the project to digitise 19th century immigration records for addition to the State Records NSW 
website and planned and managed a range of online indexing projects at State Records NSW. 
 

Breaking down brick walls 

Behind closed doors 19th and early 20th    

   Institutional care in NSW 
 
 

 

Cost: $30.00 Includes Morning Tea & Light Lunch 
Bookings to be made by 12th July   

Phone 66628114 or 66625106 




