Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc.

MUSEUM

NEWSLETTER
November 2013

Cnr Stuart & Myokum Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482
OPEN: FRIDAY 10 AM – 12 PM
MARKET DAY (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM

MUSEUM NEWS
CROWN LAND CONTROLLED BY BYRON
SHIRE COUNCIL
BVHS Inc & the museum’s days of free use
of the Crown Land Reserve are now a thing
of the past thanks to the State Government.
We are now charged a licence fee to
operate the markets – a yearly levy of $220
& a fee of $210 per market which was
retrospective from April this year. We did
try to get the councillors to be reasonable
about this but to no avail.
However, a meeting was had with the
mayor and a council staff member who were
sympathetic to our arguments and so a new
fee structure may be applied to the next
contract.
A new review of market policy is about to
happen and we have applied to be on the
reference group so as to have our fee, which
is the same as that charged to Byron Bay
market, reduced.
The other fee we are now being levied is for
a license for the museum to rent the land
upon which it sits which will be about $446
p.a. A copy of the lease agreement is
available at the museum. The terms are
currently being negotiated.
Stay tuned.
NEW PUBLICATION
Peter Tsicalas has
once again converted
his newsletter stories
into a book, the third
in his Mullumbimby
series.
The latest book,
Mullumbimby Gloom
& Bloom 1928-1948
is now available for
sale @ $30 each.
Unfortunately printing costs, particluarly for
perfect binds, has risen as has postage. Post
& pack will be $14 per copy.
Great effort, our heartfelt thanks Peter.

Members may have noted the sad
state of the iconic Mullum sign
which had peeling paint, notices
and graffiti plastered over it.
Our huge thanks to Roland & David
for taking on the messy and
arduous task of returning the sign
to its former glory.

Fantastic job! Well
done guys! Thanks to
Colin & Stephen for
their input too.

MARKET UPDATE
Gordon Wright, our past market manager and then assistant has,
because of his health, had to retire from market activities. Thank you
Gordon for a great job over the past 10 years or so.
Kim Pedersen, a new member, who has come to us through Nortec is
taking on the task of market manager assistant. Welcome Kim! We look
forward to working with the new team of Rusty and Kim.
Our markets have not been as healthy as we would like so we, with the
new team, need to generate some excitement back into the markets.
Any ideas you have are most welcome.
Byron Shire is sponsoring a shire wide garage sale 16th November and
the museum is having a clean out with a big stall at the market. If you
want to add anything please do and drop it in by Friday 15th.
Thanks!! Every little bit helps. The proceeds are going towards
repainting the front wall of the building and renewing our sign.
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Brunswick's Wakely Legacy
In a couple of days it'll be 63yrs since the death of 63yr old Francis Albert (Frank) Wakely, the news of his death coming
as a deep and rather unexpected shock to this community..., said the Mullum Star on 15Nov1950. Only 4mths earlier he
had handed stewardship of the family's landmark building on The Terrace to his 58yr old cousin, Charles Francis (Frank)
Wakely, which building is currently in the process of evolving into a pre-loved furniture mart after surviving for ~100yrs
as a newsagency through various makeovers.

Wakely Store, Post Office and Newsagency ~1919.
(The £1200 two-storey edifice erected by Fred Tegge of
Mullum replaced the original building in 1919.)

The Terrace ~ 1946

'The Big Fish', used stuff boutique, Nov2013.
(And like a lot of the district real estate, the freehold
is now in the hands of a Greek-Australian family.)

And Nov2013

The name of Wakely seemed to be synonomous (sic) with Brunswick Heads and it seems difficult to realise that Frank
Wakely will no more be "part and parcel" of the little seaside resort, in whose activities and progress he evinced such
keen and practical interest. Born in Lismore, where his father (William James) conducted a general store, Mr Wakely
came to Brunswick Heads as a young man and lived there up to the time of his death, carrying on, very successfully, the
general business and newsagency opposite the park.... Up until about that time, too, when the new Post Office was built,
he had been the postmaster at Brunswick Heads, following in the footsteps of his mother, who was the first non-official
Postmistress in 1906.
F.A. was given the honour of cutting the ribbon to launch the new Post Office in Fingal Street on 31Mar50, at which time
he announced his retirement, while the Star said the old PO was opened in 1906 with the late Mr W.J. Wakely in charge.
His son Mr F.A. Wakely took over later the same year and will now retire after 44 years service as Post Master....
(Conversely, in Sep/Nov30 the Star recorded the resignation of Mrs W.J and the appointment of F.A. from and to the
Postmastership.) The opening of an official-status Post Office... marked a significant milestone in the progress of this fast
growing town. The occasion drew a large crowd and the new building was gaily be-decked with Union Jacks and
streamers to signify the importance of the event.... Cr James Armstrong, President of Byron Shire Council, extended
congratulations to Mr Wakely for his services....
And High praise was meted out to Mr Wakely by ex-Shire Clerk Mr R. Brownell... who quoted figures to show Brunswick's
growth... - in 1927 (23 years ago) there were 93 houses in Brunswick; today the figure was 236. Value of the buildings
had risen to £147,680. (The Northern Star said in 1927 there were 93 buildings, which, with vacant land, were valued at
£88,495; in 1950, there were 236 buildings, which, with vacant land, were valued at £236,175....) In the past two years
alone, the Council had granted over 50 applications to new homes. "There is only one thing Brunswick wants now to put
it well on the map," ended Mr Brownell with a smile, "that is a piece of vacant land for a bowling green."... In 1905, Mr
Wakely recalled, there were only six buildings in Brunswick, including one hotel....
(Said the Richmond River Express 6Feb06: At present the township comprises an hotel, well managed by Mr and Mrs M.
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Currie, two boarding houses, kept by Mrs Gibson and Mr J. Reddacliff, a brick public school, small store, and a number of
residences. Mr Currie runs a coach daily to meet the trains at Mullumbimby, and in the absence of a postal receiving
office generously brings down and takes to Mullumbimby mail matter for all residents.) (And the want of a bowling green
was first raised by W.J. Wakely at a meeting of the Prog Assoc in 1919, resurrected by F.A. Wakely in 1934 and P.
Wakely/Walkley in 1948, and finally became a reality on the old rubbish tip in 1952.)
In Jul50 the Brunswick Cribbage Club honoured F.A.'s 35yrs service as secretary, treasurer and organiser, and for the past
18yrs as Captain, a post which was held by his father until his death in 1932. Of the original Brunswick Cribbage team
only Mr Wakely and Mr Joe McKenzie (now over 80) are left. [At the same time F.A.'s nephews, John and Eric Wakely,
the sons of his brother William Herbert (Herb), started giving the old Wakely bakery opposite the school in Fingal Street
a £2000 makeover. The original bakery was established by F.A.'s uncle, Jack Wakely, in 1912/13, who passed on in 1929
aged 67, probably leaving the place in the hands of his son Charles Francis. (Jack had tried a short-lived Mullum venture
in 1919/20 when he opened a combined bakery/cafe in partnership with Tom Clugston.)]
After 38yrs on the job as secretary of the Brunswick Hall Committee, F.A. declined re-nomination at the AGM in Oct50,
which followed his earlier resignation as secretary of the Progress Association. This organisation was reformed in May12
to lobby for a School of Arts, the father and son team of W.J. and F.A occupying the presidency and secretaryship, at
least through to the end of WW1 when a complementary organisation called the Brunswick Improvement Committee
was formed with F.A. as secretary. The same father and son team ran the Hall Committee through to the early 1920s.
Brunswick and Mullumbimby residents were deeply shocked on Tuesday (16Aug32) when the news became known that
Mr William James Wakely had passed away suddenly.... The late Mr Wakely, who was 68 years of age, had resided at
Brunswick Heads for the last twenty-seven years where he had conducted a general store... until retiring 4yrs ago. During
his long residence at the Heads he had been prominently associated with every movement for the advancement of the
"little village by the sea."..., particularly the Anglican Church. His wife, nee Sarah Perry (married 1886 Bega), died 17days
later. (For those with access to Trove, the obits of Mr and Mrs W.J. Wakely in the Northern Star of 21Sep32 give a good
summary of the family's historical place in the wider Richmond-Brunswick district.)

The original Wakely Store opened on The Terrace 1905

The Store and Post Office ~1909

F.A. married Bertha Perry at Bega in 1921 and upon their return from honeymoon the Brunswickians entertained the
couple at the Public Hall, Chairman Henry B. Chisholm (succeeding president of the Improvement Committee) saying
that F.A. had been secretary and treasurer of almost every public movement at the Heads for the past 10 years. His civic
workload was again highlighted in 1939 - Brunswick Progress Association, secretary 33 years, treasurer 30 years; cricket
club, secretary and treasurer 33 years; public hall, secretary and trustee 28 years, treasurer 21 years; cribbage club,
secretary and treasurer 23 years, captain seven years; tennis club, secretary and treasurer 21 years; Church of England,
secretary and treasurer 18 years, warden 10 years....

Cnr of Fingal St and The Terrace Jan1907

And Nov2013

In Dec47 he was prevailed upon to stand for the Byron Shire Council, running on a joint ticket with Tom Mott and

3

Brunswick Valley
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Cnr Myokum & Stuart Sts
Mullumbimby
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482
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bvhs84@yahoo.com.au
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Mullumbimby
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Patron: Frank Mills OAM
President: Stephen Hall
Vice President: Gordon Wright
Secretary: Janelle Barram
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas
Assistant Treasurer:
Sarah Newsome
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Sadie Mudge
Jennifer Elward
David Roupell
Market Co-ordinators:
Rusty Selvey
Kim Pedersen
Newsletter team:
Susan Tsicalas & Work
Experience Participants
Public Officer: Susan Tsicalas

All members are invited
to contribute to this
newsletter
*Please leave material with Sarah
or Liz
Tues Wed Thur 10 am - 2 pm.
Or email to:
bvhs@tridentcommuncations.com.au

NEXT MEETING
Thursday 5th December
2013
1.00 pm
See you there!

promising to develop North Beach and New Brighton and get a coast road to
Tweed Heads. Tom Mott topped the poll in 'A' Riding with 557 votes and Retiring
Councillor and President R.W. James was runner-up with 476, just succeeding in
defeating Mr F. Wakely (458) by 18 votes. Mr James Bower was last with 413
votes.... At the Brunswick booth Wakely scored 239 votes, Mott 208, James 49 and
Bower 40. (At Mullum it was James 178, Bower 146, Mott 124, Wakely 84.)
The death of the 100yr old newsagency is collateral damage in the rebirthing of
Brunswick Heads, which hopefully won't emerge as just another generic beach
resort in the absence of an heir to the Wakely midwifery mantle.
(P. Tsicalas)

“Mullum”
I am going back to “Mullum”,
To Mullumbimby I must go,
To Chincogan and the cattle,
To where the Brunswick’s waters flow.

I must hasten; I must hurry;
For there the sweetest girl in life
Keeps a vigil while I’m coming
She who’s to be my Aussie wife.

To the mountain range and valley
To where the mellow thrushes sing
Oh, what memories of mateship,
Oh, what merry thoughts they bring!

If God gives us little kiddies,
All will go to our good school;
And they will dive just as we did
Into the shady swimming pool.

Oh, those happy days of boyhood
When we splashed in the silvery pool
With the kookaburras laughing
Among the gum-trees round the
school.

And they’ll love those hills and valleys
Where we can work and till and sow,
Down by dear old Mullumbimby
Round where the Brunswick’s waters
flow.

I am going back to “Mullum.”
And now I needs must hurry so,
Somebody is waiting for me
Beside the sliprails lying low.
REMINDERS
Monthly meeting: 1st
Thursday @ 1.00 pm
Accession meeting: 2nd
Thursday @ 1.00 pm
Market meeting: 3rd
Thursday @ 1.00 pm
Next market: Saturday 16th Nov 2013

Author: Jack Moses, Nine Miles from
Gundagai Angus & Robertson Ld,
Sydney, 1938
Discovered at the Op Shop.
FOR SALE:
T-Shirts $20 each.
Thanks Alexandra for
being a great model.
Available from the
museum in all sizes.

*Deadline for agenda items
th
Wednesday 4 December
2013.
MUSEUM HOURS
Friday 10am - 12pm
Market Saturday 9am - 1pm
BVHS Newsletter is produced
by NORTEC Work Experience
Participants and BVHS Inc.

BVHS Inc display in the pavilion at the Mullumbimby Show this last weekend.
Our participation is to be a yearly feature.
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