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MUSEUM 
 

 
 

           

MUSEUM NEWS 
REMINDERS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING –  
Thursday 1st August 2013 at 1.00p.m.  
Love to see lots of members attend! 
 

Acquisition Meeting – 2nd Thursday of the month 1.00pm 
Market Meeting – 3rd Thursday at 1.00pm 

JULY  MARKET 
Theme – Public Art & Sculpture Party 
Look for the new logo in the papers -  
Follow the market happenings on its facebook page:     
          www.facebook.com/MullumMarkets  
Follow the museum happenings on its facebook page: 

 www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum 

We have been receiving a variety of donated items.  Here are some of particular interest.  If you wish to know more 
about any or view them, please come and check them out. 
A poster and info sheet on the development of the gateway to Mullumbimby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wooden inkwell 
stand and pen presented 
to Heather Robinson when her ‘team’ 
raised the most money for a Red Cross 
fund raiser during WW ll 
 

A sample page from  a beautiful book on 
dressmaking featuring tissue examples 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Snake 
Skin 
boots 
 
                                     

Trophy presented to Keith & Jeanette Dubber 
                                                                         for their contribution to the Chincogan Fiesta 

Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc. 

  

Cnr Stuart & Myocum Streets MULLUMBIMBY 2482 
OPEN: FRIDAY 10 AM – 12 PM 
MARKET DAY (3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) 9 AM-1 PM 
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Depression Hangover 

 
A further link in the progress and development of the Brunswick was achieved on Saturday last (7Apr34) when the 
official opening ceremony of the bridge across the river at Brunswick Heads took place..., at which Cornishwoman Mrs 
J.W. Banner did the ribbon cutting honours. As an unemployment relief work its benefit was considerable. At times 
over 20 district unemployed men were engaged in construction..., and it was made possible by an advance of £8000 
from the Unemployment Relief Council. Half was free grant, and the other half loaned at small interest over a lengthy 
period....  
 
Give 'em an inch and they'll take a mile thought President Cook when a Brunswick delegation (F.I. Ward, F. Wakely and 
M. Wraight) made its next demand on the Shire coffers. There was no money for a footbridge across the South Arm 
he told them; "We are down and out"...,The Byron Shire Council is sailing "close to the wind." As a matter of fact they 
are "on the rocks" financially..., we are £400 beyond our overdraft limit of £10,300 and revenue has dropped from 
£44,000 in 1930 to £32,000 in 1933. In May34 Engineer Smith advised that £9000 had been spent on unemployment 
relief work during the last twelve months, and anticipates spending another £500 to £600 during the remainder of this 
year....  
 
As for Mullum, early May34 saw the Municipality the recipient of another £300 from the Unemployment Relief 
Council to carry on the planned 80 chains of concrete drainage around town. In late May34 the Council also approved 
of a most ambitious scheme of road work for the relief of unemployment.... The Mayor suggested that the council 
consider putting down a concrete footpath from Dalley Street along Tincogan Street to Federation bridge.... Ald Bryant 
said There is no need for a path in Tincogan street. The people can walk in the middle of the road. They won't go off 
the bitumen. Mayor: That is childish to talk like that. Ald Bryant: I don't say anything childish. You are a child to say 
that. Ald Latter: The people walk in the middle of the road now because there is no footpath.... Ald Latter's motion 
lapsed for the want of a seconder.... 

 
In Sep34 a survey of ratepayers rejected concrete footpaths, 
except for those property owners along Tincogan St., 
between Dalley and the bridge. As an incentive for the 
others to take up the scheme Clerk Inch proposed a 
reduction to 1/- per foot as the ratepayer contribution. And 
Ald Bryant said that at present ornamental trees were 
growing down the centre of the street (Tincogan) and an 
improvement would result if both sides were gravelled. The 
work could be done by the unemployed..., 23 of whom were 
currently on the drain squad, and to keep them employed 
and take advantage of the cheap money they should get the 
concrete footpath scheme up and running asap.  
 
The grant money provided the wages, while Council's 
contribution was supply of materials, which they got back at 
the rate of £3/chain from affected ratepayers. In the 12mths 

to 30Jun34 An amount of £771/0/5 has been distributed among the local unemployed by means of the relief work..., 
but for some time now the fortnightly payment had been in the vicinity of £50.... At this time too, the Main Roads 
Board had authorised the employment of day labour for the £4140 Anderson/Everitt's Hill Deviation. 
 
But while things were looking up as far as Government spending was concerned, the local shopkeepers were still 
doing it hard. A sign of the times was the mid 1934 bankruptcy of the Empire Cafe, in Greek hands since it opened in 
1906. Archie Caponas of the Popular Cafe stepped in and acquired the lease, sold all stock at cost price, auctioned all 
fixtures and fittings and sublet the place as a junk shop to Herb Robinson, whose adverts lamented that "No one calls 
him dear". 
 
And swaggies were still a problem at the Show Ground, President Walker of the Agricultural Society despairing in 
Aug34 that campers wilfully used palings and other timber for fire making and suggested that a caretaker be 
appointed to protect the interests of the Society..., at the same time in the Byron Shire Health Inspector's report, 
attention was drawn to the condition of the unemployment encampment on the Brunswick Heads camping reserve.... 
 

 
Charles John Latter (1885 
Tregeagle - 1970 Mullum) 

 
William David Bryant 1869 
Tamworth - 1937 Mullum 
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Nevertheless, in Oct34 A Building revival which should prove a boon for the timber trade is at present evident in Byron 
Shire..., if the number of DAs approved is a guide, including Zircon Rutile Co., Byron Bay Factory and buildings.... 
Towards the end of 1934 things were certainly starting to look up, one of the positive signs of a turn around including 
the huge growth in the sleeper industry which has provided a considerable amount of work for men in this vicinity.... 
For weeks past several thousand sleepers have been cut at Goonengerry and shipped off to New Zealand and for this 
the cutters have received no less than 2/6d per sleeper delivered at Mullumbimby railway yards. The Timber at 
Goonengerry has now cut out, and a start will be made in the New Year to cut from Broadhead's property, about 8 
miles from Mullumbimby. The cutters are arranging to construct a private road from the main road at Goonengerry.... 
 
The year finished with Mullum Council deciding to keep the rates unchanged at 5¾d in the £ on a slightly increased 
ucv of £99,330, which it was hoped would bring in £2080. Byron Shire was in trouble as usual, President Cook stating 
in Jan35 that ...The Council's financial position has been ever in mind during the year.... I would stress the fact again 
that the limit of overdraft should not be regarded as a "permanent loan." And we finished the year in the red to the 
tune of £1758/10/9. The low prices which are being received for primary products are reflected in the outstanding 
rates. This amount must have the serious attention of the council. The expenditure has been to a great extent 
maintained by the raising of loans.... 
 
In Feb35 the Mullum Star's astrologist read the signs and thought Residents of the North Coast can be forgiven if they 
become optimistic regarding the prospects of 1935. This year has commenced with everything in its favour, the most 
pleasant news being the jump of 1¾d per lb on butter from 7½d in December to 9¼d for January.... Consideration must 
also be given to the fact that the production during January this year was a record for Norco. Farmers and the public 
generally, should be sanguine regarding the future, as not only has the dairying industry shown a definite upward 
trend, commercial interests are certainly brighter than they have been for some years.... 
 
Believing that we are justified in assuming that the prospects in the dairying industry are favourable, we turn our 
thoughts to the next important industry, viz., the banana industry. We believe that the market price for this product 
will shortly stabilise and the producers of high quality fruit will be amply rewarded. Mullumbimby at least has shown a 
definite turn towards recovery.... A further reading of the tea leaves shows All this (building and renovation) activity 
indicates that property owners are optimistic..., compared to last year when very little building was done except for 
the new Council Chambers.... But it was all a false dawn. 
 
In Feb35 the school won £1731 for a new Domestic Science Block, 90 per cent of the labour to be secured from the 
local labour exchange..., and the Shire scored £1000 for Cooper's Creek Road, to keep its 6 road gangs employed, 3 of 
which were 'dole gangs', of which 2 were more or less full-time and 1 constituted as a 'relief gang' on an 'as required' 
basis. But the more things improved for the unemployed, the more likely the farmers were to miss out on cheap 
labour. Many of the unemployed won't do farm work, asserted Cr Banner in a discussion on employing young English 
migrants. They prefer to be on the dole or on relief work.... Cr Armstrong declared that the great drawback to the 
absorption of labor (on farms) was the standard of wages set..., because the parsimonious farmers wanted slave 
labour. 
 
At a Council meeting in May35 Clerk Inch announced that Since the inauguration 
of the Emergency work scheme, no less than £2047/5/2 has been spent in this 
municipality..., and then followed a heated discussion... when Ald S. Walker 
declared that money was being thrown away by the employment of relief workers 
on chipping grass on the roads and footpaths... and the men were merely 
"scratching" the surface of the ground and the money was being wasted.... "If Ald 
Walker thinks he can get more out of the relief workers, I would like to see him try," 
declared Ald Bryant, who added that the late Ald Wells, as chairman of the Works 
Committee, was unable to do anything with the men. "We all know that they don't 
earn their money and the more you talk to them the worse they are." Mayor: You 
must keep them under the supervision of the foreman. Ald Bryant: Perhaps you can 
get more out of them yourself. Mayor: I am going to have a try. Ald Bryant: You are 
a long time having a try..., and hopefully they don't read the Mullum Star or we're 
in trouble. 
 
In Jul35 40 blokes turned up for a recruiting parade at the Council Chambers 
where the Dept of Main Roads selected 15 for employment through the Local 

 
Sylvester Thomas Walker, 1934 

1878 Copmanhurst - 1949 Mullum 
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Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society Inc. 

Newsletter 
This newsletter is written by and 
for the members of the BVHS 
 

Cnr Myocum & Stuart Sts 
Mullumbimby 
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482 

02 6684 4367 
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au 
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMu
seum 
 

Patron: Frank Mills OAM 
President: Stephen Hall 
Vice President: Gordon Wright 
Secretary: Janelle Barram 
Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Sarah Newsome 
Committee Members:  
         Sadie Mudge 
         Jennifer Elward 
         David Roupell 
Market Co-ordinators: 

Rusty Selvey 
Gordon Wright 

Newsletter team: 
Susan Tsicalas & Work 
Experience Participants 

Public Officer: Susan Tsicalas 
 

All members are invited 
to contribute to this 
newsletter 
*Please leave material with Sarah or 
Liz  
Tues Wed Thur 10 am - 2 pm. 
Or email to: 
bvhs@tridentcommuncations.com.au 
 

NEXT MEETING - AGM 

Thursday 1st August 2013         
1.00 pm  
See you there! 
 

*Deadline for agenda items 

Wednesday 31
st
 July 2013. 

 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Friday 10am - 12pm 
Market Saturday 9am - 1pm 
 

BVHS Newsletter is produced 
by NORTEC Work Experience 
Participants and BVHS Inc. 
 

 

Labor Agent (now L.R. McNaught ‘Cash Draper’ and Council’s Health 
Inspector), for work on the State Highway in the vicinity of Mooball. It is 
understood that the work is likely to last from three to four years, and the 
men will be paid £2/11/3 per week for 30 hours' work. They will, of course, 
camp on the job, and it is stated that a three course meal will be supplied 
them at a cost of 10d., or a full week's meals for 16/-. Tents are provided, and 
kitchens are available if any men desire to cook for themselves. An assembly 
tent for recreation at night time is also provided.... A week later Clerk 
Brownell reported that the whole of the unemployed were at present 
engaged and it would not be possible to commence other works for the time 
being. 
 
"The Mullumbimby Municipality has come through the depression years in a 
remarkably sound state," declared the Town Clerk (Mr C.S. Inch), in the course 
of his report at the usual meeting of the Council on Monday night last 
(31Jul35).... The council had done well out of the present system and the 
operation of the scheme in Mullumbimby was a credit, declared Ald Bryant in 
Sep35 when Ald Starr wanted to give 18yr olds assess to pocket money. The 
young men who are out of work are quite capable of doing manual labor. I 
think young men should be given an opportunity to work under the relief 
scheme. We know quite well that the go slow methods of some of the present 
unemployed is not profitable to the council.... 
 
Clive S. Inch may have had a vested interest in spruiking optimism, saying that 
he had bought land in Dalley Street, opposite the Post Office, for £400. He 
considered it an absolute bargain..., in giving evidence in a court case in 
which Ald Starr was protesting his valuation. Alf Starr had done a nice deal in 
acquiring a block in a 'sub-business locality' in Dalley Street in Jun35 for £70, 
at which time the Valuer-General's Department thought it was worth £385, a 
drop of £210 on 1930. The Land Valuation Court ruled that While the recent 
sales mentioned in evidence apparently were bargains there is evidence that 
the fall in values in the street is somewhat more than 33 per cent allowed 
from the peak figures..., and gave Alf his re-valuation.  
 
In Nov35 Clerk Inch advised that £3631/8/4 has been spent on emergency 
relief work in the municipality in the last two years.... Expenditure to 
September 9, 1935, by Government grants, £2570/13/10; from Council's 
funds (to September 30), £1060/14/6. Works carried out: Reconstruction of 
roads, 1 mile 32 chains; concreting of footpaths, 2 miles 5 chains; concreting 
of gutters, 3 miles 11 chains. During 1935 42 men were employed on relief 
works at a cost of £260 in wages, and at present a gang is casting a concrete 
footpath from the bridge to the Catholic Church. 
 
Ever optimistic, the Mullum Star editorialised that The depression is lifting 
slowly and 1936 should see us out of the "Slough of Despons." Unemployment 
figures have decreased so that during the next year we may reasonably hope 
for the solution of our great domestic problem. The largest cloud in the 
horizon casts the shadow of war..., which finally solved the problem. 
 
The Councillors at Byron Shire however, were still gloomy as they debated 
leaving the rates unchanged at 2d. In the last three or four years the Council 
had obtained great assistance from the Unemployment Relief Council and the 
relief workers had largely replaced the permanent staff. That assistance 
however, had now been cut out.... Byron Shire was one of the lowest rated in 
the State and only the dole men had saved the situation in the last year or 
two....   
                                                                                        By Peter Tsicalas               

http://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/MullumbimbyMuseum

