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MUSEUM 
 

 
 

 
 

OUR EXHIBITION OPENING AND LAUNCH 
16th September 2011 

 
               
         
        

The Chocolate Wheel Dunny                                                                          Snake Tales 
 

Susan doing the honours in the absence of John, and Sarah explaining the development of the Morrissey 
snake-bite antidote. 

 

Left: President Jennifer examining the Snake Tales display with Basil Cameron, Deputy Mayor of Byron 
Shire, who launched our website.  

Right: Susan launching Peter Tsicalas’ book, Mullumbimby Foundation Events 1848-1908 
Peter’s book is available at the museum, the Mullumbimby Bookshop or by mail order.  

$25 plus an extra $10 if needed to be mailed. 
 

 Brunswick Valley Historical Society Inc. 
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Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society Inc. 

Newsletter 
This newsletter is written by and for 
the members of the BVHS 
 

Cnr Myocum & Stuart Sts 
Mullumbimby 
P.O. Box 378 Mullumbimby 2482 
bvhs84@yahoo.com.au 
www.mullumbimbymusuem.org.au 
02 6684 4367 
 

President: Jennifer Elward 
 

Vice Presidents: 
Gordon Wright 
Stephen Hall 
 

Secretaries: 
Billie Harvey 
Bronwyn Crook 

 

Treasurer: Susan Tsicalas 
 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Sarah Newsome 
 

Market Co-ordinator: 
Gordon Wright 
 

Newsletter team: 
Liz Walton WFD 
 

Patron: Frank Mills OAM. 
 

All members are invited to 
contribute to this newsletter 
*Please leave material with Sarah 
or Liz  
Tues Wed Thur 10 am - 2 pm. 
Or email to: 
bvhs@tridentcommuncations.com.au 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Friday 21st October 2011 
9.00 am See you there! 
 

*Deadline for agenda items 

Thursday 20
th
 October 2011. 

 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Friday 11am - 3pm 
Market Saturday 9 am - 12pm 
 
BVHS Newsletter is produced 
by NORTEC Work Experience 
participants and BVHS Inc 
 

 

MUSEUM NEWS 
WEBSITE 
Members can check out our website by typing or cutting & pasting 
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au into their web browser.  Peter, our 
webmaster, is interested in any feedback – corrections, additions, 
suggestions, congratulations.  It is a work in progress so any feedback 
is welcome.  Please use our yahoo email address and put “Website” in 
the subject line.   Thanks again Peter. 
 
SECURITY 
We have had the screen/security doors installed and this should 
improve air flow in summer making the building a lot more 
comfortable. 
 
STOREROOM 
Our storeroom has been gutted in preparation for making it a “State 
of the Art” storage space for our paper and fabric artefacts and 
photographs.  Just when we think we are making progress, we 
discover asbestos.  Some things are never meant to be easy. 
 
TRASH & TREASURE STALL 
This stall is a fund-raising project towards buying the museum a new 
PHOTOCOPIER (costing at least $2500 with a trade-in).  If you would 
like to help by donating any items, or by serving on the stall, please 
talk to Rothy on 0400 736510 - or one of the Committee for more 
information - call 6684 4367.  EVERY BIT HELPS - THANK YOU! 
 
Any other fund raising ideas to help towards acquiring the 
photocopier are very welcome.  We are applying for a grant for a new 
scanner so that option is out for this year. 
 
REMINDERS 

 Each month 
   1st Friday – 10.00 am Executive Meeting 

2nd Friday – 10.00 am Acquisitions Committee 
3rd Friday – 9.00 am members monthly meeting 
4th Friday – 10.00 am Training sessions 

 
 
CHANGE OF OPENING TIMES 
We are considering changing our opening times to 10.00 am -2.00 am 
on Fridays and the same for the market Saturday.  This will be decided 
at the next members’ meeting so come and have your say. 
 

  We need you, our members, to keep our museum 
open on Fridays – so please, even if you can only 
do it once or twice a year that would be an 

enormous help.  Contact Rothy with a date that you 
can be available.   

 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Welcome to new members Lorrie Cruickshank, Anne Buckley and Basil 
Cameron. 

 
 

http://www.mullumbimbymuseum.org.au/


3 

 

PASSING OF A PIONEER 
(From the Mullumbimby Star of 15th February 1923, courtesy of Nick Hollingworth) 

 
With the passing of Mr. W.J. Reilly on Tuesday, 
February 6th, an interesting link with the early 
pioneering days of the Brunswick was broken, but the 
name of Reilly is indissolubly bound up with 
Brunswick's early history, and the hill which takes his 
name, overlooking the pretty township of 
Mullumbimby will ever serve as a reminder of one of 
that noble band of early settlers who blazed the trail, 
suffering unutterable hardships, and by their 
indomitable will and perseverance made possible that 
civilization which we of a most pampered age, enjoy 
today.  
 
The late Mr. Reilly was born in Dublin in 1846, and 
came to Australia some 50 years ago on the 

"Richmond." In his early youth he followed the occupation of a sailor, and in that capacity made two trips to 
Brunswick Heads in a sailing vessel in 1872. On the occasion of his first visit there were only three white men at the 
Heads; and on his second visit twelve months later he met the only white woman there - Mrs. Robert Marshall, who 
with her husband kept the first hotel at the Brunswick. Impressed with the potentialities of the Brunswick district Mr. 
Reilly determined to return, and marrying in Sydney in 1880, he carried out his intention by returning with his wife 
(then only a girl of nineteen) and a baby in 1881. As an instance of the grit and courage of the early settlers, Mr. Reilly 
when landing at the Brunswick (having with his family travelled per pack horses from Ballina along the beach) had to 
tramp alone all the way to Murwillumbah in order to select, spending the last shilling he was possessed of in order to 
do so. The first selection was a small one of 40 acres, adjoining the township of Mullumbimby on the site now known 
as Reilly's Hill, but as time went on and as fast as funds would permit, he made further selections. The first home was 
a slab hut built on the bank of the river near the old crossing, just opposite the site on which Mr. Basil Kirke's home 
now stands. Many interesting and exciting incidents have been related by both Mr. and Mrs. Reilly of adventures with 
blacks, snakes, and other reptiles; Mrs. Reilly doing her share of the brushing and falling in the clearing for their 
homestead. Mrs. Dan Healy, their eldest daughter, had the distinction of being the first white girl born on the Main 
Arm. Mr. Reilly at that time made his living by scrub falling. About 32 years ago he selected some two hundred acres 
at Main Arm. There was no road, only bullock tracks, and as giving some idea of the state of the country at that time, 
it took the bullock team two whole days to move up. Arriving at Main Arm and her slab hut was built on the spot 
where Mr. Harry King's fine home now stands. Times were very had at that period though, and many a time for a 
week at a stretch their sole diet consisted of nothing but pumpkin and corn - floods cutting off all communication with 
the township - then at Brunswick Heads. Owing to the bad times, augmented by ill health, Mr. Reilly was forced to sell 
his Main Arm selection, which extended from Mr. Harry King's place right up to and including the present Soldiers' 
Settlement. The late Mr. Thos King acquiring the property for the trifling sum of 25s per acre; but "As bread cast upon 
the waters," a small portion of this has returned to the Reilly family - Mr. Reilly's son, Harry, a returned soldier, now 
residing on one of the settlements. 
 
After selling the Main Arm selection Mr. Reilly with his family (which had multiplied considerably) moved back to the 
old home on Reilly's Hill, twenty six years ago, and there lived until some seven and a half years ago, when owing to 
feeble health, he came to live in town; but like most men who have lived very active lives he was not content to sit in 
idleness, and gardening, always one of his hobbies, then came in for a good deal of attention - a number of 
experiments being made in the culture of various tropical products. Only recently when an American expert on cotton 
growing lectured in Mullumbimby, the late Mr. Reilly submitted a sample of cotton grown by him in his garden, and 
was informed that it was equal to the best cotton of that particular variety grown in America. Mr. Reilly was a type of 
citizen that any growing town could well do with more. Not a single progressive move was made that he was not 
prominently connected with, and with the broad nature that characterised so many of our early settlers, sectarianism 
found no part. Did a new clergyman come to town, no matter what his creed, the late Mr. W.J. Reilly was ever one of 
the first to extend him a welcome to the town. The late gentleman was one of the most enthusiastic workers of the 
old Progress Association, and many years ago was instrumental in obtaining the services of one of the Government 
Works Engineers to report on a system of hydro-electricity for Mullumbimby, the power to be drawn from Wilson's 

 
W.J. Reilly's residence 'Avontine', perched on 'Reilly's Hill' 

overlooking Mullum, 1906 
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Reilly Clan 1906 

Rear L to R: Eddie (died 1909), Molly (Mrs John Devereaux), John (died 1918), Bertha (Mrs Dan 
Healy), Tom. 

Centre: Harry, Vincent on knee of William Joseph Reilly, Alicia (Mrs Greg Halpin) on knee of 
Mrs Bertha Reilly (nee Schlicart), James. 

Front: Dan, Kathleen (Mrs Michael Condon), Joseph. 
(Michael Condon was the son of James D., the Catholic stirrer who was the scourge of 

conscriptionists,  landlords, Norco, the Primary Producers Union and the Country Party. 
Keeping it all in the Catholic family and maintaining pioneer interconnections, 3 other Condon 

sons married 3 Hilan sisters, the daughters of William of Mullum, the brother of Catherine 
Devine of Bruns whose 3 sons married 3 Mills daughters.) 

Creek - a scheme which at present time is being considered by the present Municipal Council. 
 
Some idea of the lonely lives of these pioneers, more especially the women, may be conceived by the following:- At 
one period of their existence on the Main Arm and during the time that Mullumbimby  
township was being formed, Mrs. Reilly only paid one visit to "town" in six years. 

 
The late Mr. Reilly was 
one of Mullumbimby's 
first aldermen, and a 
member of the first 
Agricultural Society's 
Committee. In feeble 
health for some time, his 
health gave way 
altogether in November, 
and he succumbed as 
stated last week, on 
Tuesday night, February 
6th. The funeral which 
left St. John's Church for 
the R.C. cemetery on 
Wednesday was largely 
attended. The flag at the 
Council Chambers was 
flown at half mast, as 
was the flag at the 
Public School and where 
as a mark of respect to 
the deceased pioneer 
senior scholars were 
lined up along the road 
as the funeral passed. 
 
The deceased is survived 
by a widow, and eleven 
children (two children 
having predeceased 
him). They are Messrs. 
William Reilly 

(Billinudgel), Thomas and Daniel (Sydney), James (Queensland), Harry (Main Arm), and Joseph and Vincent 
(Mullumbimby). Mesdames D. Healy (Brunswick Heads), M. Condon (Mullumbimby), J. Devereux (Burringbar), and 
Miss Alesia Reilly (Mullumbimby). There are also twenty one grand-children. 
 
 [William Reilly can certainly take his place in the Pantheon of Mullum Worthies as the most prominent activist 
against sectarianism. In Aug1904 he purchased the original School of Arts and converted it into a residence for the 
Presbyterian Minister, the Rev Charles Hardie Hain, who was living out in the sticks at the Myocum Manse. In a 
speech delivered at the opening of the new Catholic Church in Nov1907 Mr Reilly said ...that one of his proudest 
boasts was that every denomination helped one another in Mullumbimby..., at a time when sectarian fever was 
running high around the region. His German wife Bertha, who passed on in 1941 aged 78, was given the honour of 
christening the new Federation Bridge in 1901. His daughter Bertha, credited with being the first white female born 
in what was not yet Mullumbimby, died in town in 1953, aged 70. (The first white child born in Mullum was Ernest 
William Jarrett, the son of Presbyterian John Thomas Jarrett, the nephew of Charlie Jarrett of Bruns cedar fame. John 
died at Hastings Point in 1912 and his old friend William Reilly travelled up to conduct the funeral service.)] 
 
PS. Twelve months prior to Mr Reilly's death the passing of pioneer Robert Marshall of Byron Bay didn't rate a 
mention in the Mullum Star, such is the whim of editors. 
 


